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GOABC
A

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

fter the flurry of fall excitement that began with the
border opening on August 9th, I am pleased to report
that it was a near-normal season for outfitters in BC.
Despite the new COVID border-crossing rules, most of our
clients were able to navigate the hurdles without issue. And
there were no COVID issues in camps, thank goodness. It was
great to welcome our clients into the mountains and be back to
doing the things we love to do – making hunting dreams come
true.
The GOABC office played a big role in this success, fielding
a flood of calls from members and hunters alike, helping the
whole gang of us navigate the new procedures. We are grateful
for the three superstars who pilot our mother ship.
In the midst of it all, the GOABC team pulled off another
successful online-only hunt auction, featuring some of the
most renowned dream hunts on earth. I extend my sincere
gratitude to everyone who supported us in this way. The
GOABC is a member-funded, not-for-profit organization, and
without hunt-generated revenue from last year, we needed
your support this year more than ever. Thank you for showing
up for us.
And now we turn our minds to the next phase of our businesses – show season! We’re planning a regular show season,
expecting the vaccine requirement to stay in place for now. Hot
on the heels of shows, the GOABC convention in Kelowna will
be here before we know it, scheduled for March 24–26, 2022.
We all want to put COVID in our rear view and are praying
for a “normal” year ahead – if there even is such a thing.
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Sean Olmstead & Family
President, GOABC
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NEWS &

VIEWS

With travel flowing again, the GOABC continues to push
government for a 2020 COVID allocation, intended to allow
outfitters to carry forward their quota and make up revenue
lost while borders were closed. It makes perfect sense to us, but
sadly, this has largely been denied. Please keep this in mind as
you work with your outfitter to rebook your hunting or fishing
trips - BC has quota limitations on most species. Patience and
flexibility will be required on both sides of the equation as we
all strive to put COVID in our rear-view mirror.

Scott Ellis, Executive Director, GOABC

U

nbelievably – we’ve put another year in the books. Each
one seems to pass faster than the previous, and this last
one felt especially busy. For one, it was consumed by a great deal
of lobbying of the provincial and federal governments to allow
non-resident clients to come to Canada. This involved many
meetings with multiple Ministers to offer various solutions, all
intended to allow outfitters to operate. We were pleased to play
our part in finally making that happen on August 9th and BC
outfitters enjoyed an almost full fall season. Unfortunately, our
friends in the Yukon and NWT didn’t fare quite so well as their
seasons start earlier.
The silver lining - we found and developed many allies
within the tourism industry that we previously had not dealt
with. All hard hit by the COVID-19 travel restrictions, we rallied
around the common cause to find a safe and practical way to
re-open the borders. I enjoyed the opportunity to collaborate
with some uniquely passionate and resilient people.

Another unexpected highlight - this year provided the opportunity for me to switch gears and get out of the office for a
few days. I have been a hunter for as long as I can remember
and some of you may know that I also grew up as a saltwater
fishing guide. Throughout my teen years I enjoyed interacting
with the clients of my dad’s fishing operation. This past October
I had the opportunity to marry the two when I was given the
chance to guide my first archery moose (from a canoe) and
my first rifle moose. It was a great 10-day hunt in the remote
wilderness of BC, and I thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Even being weathered-in for an additional day! A big shout-out
to Driftwood Valley Outfitters for giving this city slicker the
chance to guide. I returned with a deeper understanding and
respect for what outfitters do.
Reflecting on the year now past, I’m reminded that the most
unusual (or uncomfortable) of situations often provide the best
opportunities for growth – if we chose to take advantage of
them. I’m grateful for the new-found relationships we’ve forged
in the tourism sector and for the chance to be in the field as a
guide. Both have given me a broader perspective and deeper
understanding of our sector, and the people who give life to it.
As we advance into an unknown future, I wish you all the very
best – and the courage to snap up the unexpected opportunities that are sure to cross your path.
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NEWS & VIEWS
I often find myself in a bit of a conundrum when it comes to
writing something for the “News and Views” section of Mountain
Hunter magazine. What should I write about? Today I feel I should write about my great
appreciation for you, our clients.
You come from a great variety of places – across Canada, the United States, and around
the world. You work in a great variety of occupations and businesses. You range in age
from eager youth on their first outfitted hunt with their father or mother, to seasoned
veterans who have hunted much of the world, and pretty much everyone in between. Some
of you come and hunt with us once and then move on to hunt other species and other
places—some come again and again and become like part of the family.
Harold Grinde, President, Association
of Mackenzie Mountain Outfitters

Of course, not all clients become lifelong friends but all of you are greatly appreciated
and essential to our success as outfitters—we could not be in this business without you.
As each of you appreciate the planning and hard work that goes into putting together safe,
enjoyable, and successful trips for you, we appreciate that you come mentally and physically prepared for your hunts.
Today I want to go a bit deeper and express my appreciation for the wonderful compassion and true human kindness shown by many
of you in the past year. I will be ever thankful for the patience and understanding shown by our clients these past two seasons when we
were forced to postpone their hunts. It has been a hard road for many of us in this industry and I have been truly blessed by the many of
you that have called to make sure we were “doing ok.” It touches me deeply when clients call and offer to make another payment on a hunt
that may not take place for another year or two—or just call to ask if there is anything they can do to “help out.” Yes, we appreciate you!
We are thankful that we work in an industry where we get to meet so many great people and build so many wonderful relationships.
Hunters may well be seen as a bunch of hardnosed rednecks but don’t be fooled! This past year the mask has come off (no pun intended).
In these hard times your big, soft hearts have been exposed. We truly appreciate each of you, the many wonderful clients we have been
blessed to meet over the years.
A change of seasons, and a change of pace. Along the path
of continuous improvement, change is good (pandemics
aside!). Winter is a time of dormancy for many beasts in the
north as well as a shift to survival mode for the wild things we
pursue. Wintertime brings a welcome change of pace from
the sometimes-chaotic and often full-throttle pace of hunting season. With the Yukon lakes
and rivers frozen over and the mountain landscapes blanketed in wind-whipped snow, it
is a welcome change to hunker down at home with the fireplace well stoked. We now have
some quality time to finish a complete thought without interruption; truly reflect on the
past year’s operations and look at ways to streamline all aspects of the upcoming season.
Change is good.
There are so many elements of hunting and outfitting that are under pressure to change.
Humans often seem to be the common thread, directly or indirectly, driving the changes
with respect to hunting opportunity. The hunting grounds I first laced up my boots in have
Mac Watson, President,
Yukon Outfitters Association
definitely changed. Land use changes to accommodate modern economic growth in the
north is more often than not associated with new roads – and with roads, the easier access to once extremely-remote areas, which leads to changes in wildlife abundance, often
negatively. Social attitudes towards hunting have continued to change and requires the hunting community to be attentive, informed,
and speak about the unique elements of the hunt that challenge us, reward us, and make us hunters. The diversity of people who value
wilderness and wildlife also bring forward a diversity of their desires, beliefs, and demands for their respective piece of the pie.
The long-term security of the hunting experience and outfitted hunting requires careful and strategic navigation thorough what at
times can seem like crazily-complex challenges and changes. Thankfully, hunting has tested our focus and taught us perseverance. Along
with the help of likeminded folks, the YOA hopes to manage change in ways that, in the long run, conserve the wild things, wilderness
hunting opportunities, and outfitting. Within the YOA we continue to look ahead to anticipate where the winds of change may face us and
ensure that positive outcomes for long term hunting opportunities are retained.
The northern daylight hours are growing, soon we will be on the hunt again. On behalf of the YOA membership, we look forward to
hosting your next great hunting adventure.
Eyes on the future!
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WIN

Michael Burm

REGISTERED ONLINE AND IN-PERSON
ATTENDEES WILL BE
ENTERING INTO A
DRAWING TO
WIN A 10-DAY
DESERT BIGHORN
SHEEP HUNT IN
MEXICO WITH
SIERRA EL ALAMO

VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE JANUARY 10-15
SHEEP SHOW ® IN RENO JANUARY 13-15
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
All registrants before 12/20/21 will be entered into a drawing for
a $500 Floor Credit - redeemable with any Sheep Week® Exhibitor
REGISTER AT: SHEEPWEEK.ORG OR CALL: 406.404.8769
State gaming/raffle laws prohibit residents of AL, KS, HI, NJ, UT, & WA from participating in online drawings. Debit cards (or cash/checks) for MT residents.
Canadian residents are eligible to participate in this drawing.

MHWinter-2022_v03.indd 5

2021-12-15 3:06 PM

PREFERRED
SCI CHALLENGES
ANTI-HUNTERS IN
PARLIAMENT
SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
This fall, SCI took swift action against
Canadian attempts to hamstring hunting with import bans on animals legally
hunted abroad. The official letters SCI
sent to the Canadian Parliament explicitly outline how such regulations will
harm, not hurt, wildlife conservation
efforts and detail what hunters across
the world already know; that legal, regulated hunting plays an irreplaceable role
in the protection of wildlife species and
their habitat.
Specifically, certain members of
parliament are supporting a proposal
to further restrict the ivory trade, which
is unfortunately as misguided as it is
unnecessary. The ivory trade in Canada
is small enough to be considered insignificant, but the de-facto impact of a ban
such as this would be to further restrict
the importation of other elephant parts
legally harvested after a hunt. To do so
would not only undercut African conservation strategies that incorporate
historically well-regulated elephant
hunting but also disadvantage African
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communities that reap game meat,
employment, anti-poaching funding,
and other revenue benefits from legal
elephant hunting.

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF
DSC AND BEYOND

Such a ban would also have negative
ripple effects within African communities, not just with government conservation policies. With Canadians less likely
to hunt across the continent, African
landowners would lose a major incentive
to preserve wildlife habitat instead of
developing it for commercial or agricultural use. Fewer hunters and less natural
habitat for wildlife could also exacerbate
many problems these communities face
including incidents of human wildlife
conflict, poaching, and employment
opportunities.

DSC is an organization of action that
focuses on its mission and serving its
members day in and day out. That mission
of conservation, education, and advocacy
guides staff and volunteers today just as it
has for the last 40 years.

Canada has a long and distinguished
hunting heritage, so it is counterproductive to deter citizens from hunting in
Africa. Especially when to do so will only
damage the long-term health of the wildlife species advocates of this misguided
import ban claim they want to support.

Ben Cassidy

Executive Vice President
International Government & Public Affairs

DALLAS SAFARI CLUB

This January 6-9, 2022, come celebrate
the success of the past 40 years and the
promise of a momentous future with the
2022 DSC Convention in Dallas. Those
who have been to the Convention know of
DSC’s hospitality and the great ambience,
best of the best exhibitor partners and
sponsors, family environment, and the fun
that occurs on those four days. Everyone is
excited to see you there!
After the excitement of over 1,000
exhibitors on the show floor and catching up with old friends from around the
world, the evening banquets and auctions
are a further testament of donors’ and attendees’ dedication to fund conservation
efforts worldwide. If you are unable to
attend in person, check out the auctions
online or head to biggame.org to learn
about the impressive award winners that
will be honored each night.
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CONSERVATION PARTNERS
These evenings, full of like-minded
people joining together, inspire volunteers
and attendees alike to keep doing what
they do each year. With an eye on the future, DSC looks forward to collaborating
with domestic and international partners
to drive positive change for global wildlife
conservation. Join us!
The DSC Convention and Expo will
be held in the Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center and Omni Hotel in
Dallas, January 6-9, 2022. The four-day
celebration of the outdoor lifestyle is
open to the public and is one of America’s
premier fundraisers for conservation. In
the past five years, more than $5 million
has been channeled to qualified projects,
organizations, and programs in support
of that mission. Get involved with DSC
at www.biggame.org.
Corey Mason

CEO, DSC & DSC Foundation

THE GSCO HUNTER AND
OUTFITTER CONVENTION
GRAND SLAM CLUB/OVIS
It’s that time of year when we’re
finalizing plans and preparing for our
upcoming convention. The GSCO Hunter

and Outfitter Convention is right around
the corner, January 27 - 29 at the Westgate
Resort and Casino in Las Vegas. We are
looking forward to an in-person convention and hope you will make plans to join
us. Our convention will begin with our
annual membership meeting on Thursday
at 2:00 p.m. Later that evening, beginning
at 7:00 p.m., we will host our Super Slam
Awards program which includes the
awards for the Super 10, Super 25, Super
Slam, and the Rex Baker Super 40.
Our exhibit hall will be open Friday
and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
with our awards banquets starting at 7:00
p.m. Friday night is highlighted with our
different Grand Slam awards along with
Capra and Ovis World Slam presentations. Saturday night features our GSCO
Youth 3 awards, followed by many others
recognizing some amazing achievements.
Each night will conclude with our auction items, and we have many premium
donations on hand. I’m looking forward
to being back in Vegas and having the
opportunity to visit with our members.
Please join us for this much anticipated
celebration!
Mark Hampton

Executive Director, GSCO

BOONE AND CROCKETT
CLUB RELEASES NEW
TOOLS FOR TROPHY
SCORING
BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB
Have you ever wanted to build your
skills measuring your own animals? Or
are you interested in becoming a Boone
and Crockett Club Official Measurer or already are one? If so, two recently released
tools will make these things a bit easier.
In August, the Boone and Crockett
Club and Pope and Young Club released
a definitive 250-page scoring manual to
guide the processes and procedures needed to correctly assign a score to any Fair
Chase® big game trophy. The manual, How
to Score North American Big Game, is an
effort to simplify and streamline the big
game scoring process. Members of both
Clubs’ records committees spent years
collaborating and refining the manual.
“Because Boone and Crockett and
Pope and Young both have missions to
maintain records of big game animals
for use by wildlife managers and hunters
alike, it just made sense that we work
together to produce one, definitive scoring manual,” said Justin Spring, Director
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PREFERRED CONSERVATION PARTNERS

of Big Game Records of the Boone and
Crockett Club.
In addition, a new Field Scoring Kit
provides the necessary tools to arrive at
an accurate field green score as well as the
tools an official measurer needs to score
the majority of trophies. The kits include
the measuring tapes, cables, and rulers
needed to measure circumference and
length as well as antler width as well as
masking tape, colored electrical tape, and
a leather-covered mini ring binder with
field score charts and mini calculator. All
the equipment comes in a secure hard
case to keep the tools ready when you
need them.
The scoring manual and field scoring
kit are available for sale at the Boone
and Crockett Club’s website at www.
boone-crockett.org.
Jodi Stemler

Boone & Crockett Communications Lead

SHEEP SHOW® & SHEEP
WEEK® RETURN JANUARY
2022!
Attend in person and/or online and
win sheep hunts!
The Sheep Show® and virtual Sheep
Week® are back in Reno, Nevada and
online January 10-15, 2022 with the
highly anticipated return of the in-person
January 13th -15th Sheep Show® featuring
our expo & exhibits, drawings and raffles,
seminars, breakfasts, luncheons, receptions as well as our unmatched evening
banquets, auctions, and events. The
Sheep Show® is back!
Are COVID travel complications or
other demands preventing you from
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attending in person? No problem! You can
tune in online from anywhere around the
globe the entire week for film premieres,
informative and entertaining content
streamed live from the show floor, our online auctions, and – as launched in 2021
– the totally unique to our industry fully
immersive and interactive virtual Sheep
Week® online expo and games.
Registrants for the in-person banquet
events as well as virtual-only registrants
are entered into a drawing for an incredible free-range desert bighorn sheep with
Sierra El Alamo sponsored by Weatherby,
Inc. Register online here: https://www.
wildsheepfoundation.org/convention/
attendee-registration/
Incredibly, participants are eligible to
win eleven (11) additional sheep hunts
just on raffles and drawings offered at the
2022 show! Including our “1 More for 4”
drawing, the Sheep Show® raffle, the <1
Club drawings, Life Member Breakfast
drawing, Chadwick Ram Society drawing,
and the Sheep Week® online raffle for an
all-inclusive Altai argali hunt in Mongolia
including roundtrip airfare and tips.
Paired with the argali hunt in the Sheep
Week® online raffle is a fully-restored custom Land Rover Defender 110. Both online offerings are valued at over $110,000

USD and only 2,500 tickets are available
for each. The argali and Defender are
available at www.sheepweekraffle.org.
Of course many more sheep and other
fine hunts and trips, firearms, optics, art,
gear, jewelry, taxidermy as well as the
largest collection of special sheep and
wildlife conservation permits in the world
will be on auction live in person as well as
online.
Join us in Reno or online and at www.
sheepweek.org and www.sheepweekraffle.org!
Border Update: After nearly 20
months, on November 8th the USA finally
opened the border to “non-essential” land
travel so Canadians can travel by car (or
by air as was possible throughout the
pandemic) and make the show. However,
like Americans headed north, at present
Canadians traveling south must be fully
vaccinated* and have a negative COVID
test result within 24 hours of their flight.
At current, there is no test required for
land border crossings heading south.
*Apparently, there are some medical exemptions to
being vaccinated allowed although those are yet unclear.

Gray N. Thornton
President & CEO
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Eureka Peak Lodge & Outfitters
Hunts for Mule Deer, Whitetail Deer, Black
Bear, Mt. Goat, Moose, Cougar, Lynx and
Wolf in Beautiful British Columbia Canada

Proud Member

Proud Member

full facility lodge with all amenities
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CONSERVATION
MATTERS
with Shane Mahoney
Shane Mahoney is considered to
be one of the leading international
authorities on wildlife conservation.
A rare combination of historian,
scientist, and philosopher, he brings
a unique perspective to wildlife issues
that has motivated and inspired audiences around the world. Named one
of the 10 Most Influential Canadian
Conservationists by Outdoor Canada
Magazine and nominated for Person
of the Year by Outdoor Life Magazine,
he has received numerous awards
including the Public Service Award
of Excellence from the government
of Newfoundland and Labrador and
International Conservationist of the
Year from Safari Club International.
Born and raised in Newfoundland, he
brings to his writings and lectures a
profound commitment to rural societies and the sustainable use of natural
resources, including fish and wildlife.

Thank you to SPORTS AFIELD for
permission to reprint this article.
Photo credit: Shane Townsend
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A CULTURE OF GENEROSITY:
WILD MEAT SHARING IN
AMERICA
A new study finds that American hunters are incredibly
unselfish about sharing the bounty their wild harvests.

F

or most of human existence hunting was an integral component of our
species’ ecology, an act of pure survival and a primary means by which our
communities were sustained. A successful hunt meant sustenance and security,
brief but vital achievements within a tenuous, animal existence. Understandably,
both were celebrated, by the hunter and the non-hunter alike. By means of story
telling and mythology, both groups participated in the hunt, though certainly
neither could have understood hunting in terms of recreation or sport - its beleaguered, modern terminologies. Rather, hunting was a necessity; the hunter
deemed provider. And, it was the perceived generosity of the hunter, even more
than his skill, that elevated him to a position of respect. Sharing his success was
what mattered most, to the hunter’s status and to his community’s survival.
Through this mutual benefit a core value system arose in human society, one
where success and sharing became forcibly intertwined.
Today, we may often feel that this past is but an imagined whisper; a reality long dispersed and leaving us with an entirely new human world that little
reflects its ancestral roots. Indeed, if you look at the declining rates of hunting
participation and listen to the mounting objections of anti-hunting groups, you
might conclude that hunting itself has become unacceptable and largely irrelevant in our modern world.
Scratching the surface, however, you will find this diagnosis premature.
Although it is true that only about 4% of the population in the United States
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engages in hunting activities, roughly 80% of Americans approve of hunting. Few activities, and far fewer controversial
ones – which hunting surely is - enjoy anything close to this
level of support. How and why is this support maintained?
What can explain it? Could it simply be that the non-hunting
population inherently agrees with hunting, no questions asked?
Or is there at play some more profound human dimension that
can help explain all of this? I have always felt there is and that
uncovering it will likely be a key to preserving hunting as we
know it in North America.
While there is certainly a complex set of factors at work, I
believe these numbers suggest that hunting is not an isolated
activity that occurs outside the experience of the majority
population. Somehow, the non-participatory mass of people
remains connected to hunting, or are made to feel as though
they are. Somehow still, remarkably, hunting remains resonant
across the larger fabric of society. But how? Is it possible that
non-hunters can still perceive they benefit from hunting in
some way, just as they did in the past - and thus continue to
acknowledge, in a more muted process of quiet support rather
than celebration, successful hunts and successful hunters?
Does the broad public, in fact, still regard hunters as providers,
in some atavistic way? Is this the wellspring from which the
80% public support rating derives? If so, what could possibly
be reinforcing this societal tendency that seems so invincible
to time, change, and controversy?
Well, traditionally, the most concrete manner in which
hunters impacted the lives of other community members was
through the shared consumption of wild harvested meat. If
this sharing tradition has been maintained, then this might be

one way in which hunting could sustain both its presence and
legitimacy in modern society. But while it is known that many
non-hunters in the US have tried game meat and that hunters
regularly share their wild meat harvest with others, the extent
and patterns of wild meat sharing in the country are largely
unknown. Without this information, it is difficult to conclude
what role meat sharing might play in maintaining public support of hunting.
Obtaining this information lies at the heart of a comprehensive new program designed to explore the modern relevance
and value of North America’s hunting traditions. The Wild
Harvest Initiative® represents an expanding network of partners dedicated to evaluating the varied dimensions and social
impact of wild harvesting activities in the US and Canada.
Uncovering, for the first time, the full economic, conservation
and social benefits of recreational animal harvests, this initiative is building an evidence-based narrative on the relevance of
these activities in today’s society. As a crucial part of this effort,
the Wild Harvest Initiative® has set out to determine the full
extent of wild meat sharing that takes place throughout the
United States and Canada.
Starting with Texas as an initial point of inquiry, the Wild
Harvest Initiative®, in partnership with the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, administered a Wild Meat Sharing Survey
to resident hunters throughout the state. The survey findings,
which were made available in 2020, are indeed remarkable.
They shed new light on an ancient tradition that has been
maintained long after it was essential for human survival. They
open a modern passageway to our hunting past and expand
our appreciation of hunting’s present.
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The survey revealed that nearly all successful hunters (98%)
regularly share their wild harvested meat and that this meat
is shared with an estimated 5.8 million people across the state
of Texas annually. Considering the fact that, on average, less
than 1.2 million people in Texas are hunting each year and, of
this number, only around 718,000 are successful in their hunt,
the social reach these individuals are having is astounding.
Roughly speaking, successful hunters in Texas are expanding
the number of people benefiting from their wild harvesting
activities by eightfold! This statistic has profound implications,
especially when considering that approximately 1 in 7 people
(4 million people total) in the state are experiencing some level
of food insecurity.
Significantly, individuals receiving the shared meat are
definitely not restricted to those living within the same household as the hunters themselves. In fact, the majority of people
receiving this meat – 3.7 million (about 64%) – live outside the
hunters’ home. And the amount of meat involved is substantial. The survey revealed that hunters share nearly 43% of their
meat harvest with people living outside their domiciles, predictably embracing a community of extended family, friends,
neighbours and associates.
So, why do hunter’s do this? The Texas sharing survey also
looked at the motivations behind meat sharing and hunting
participation itself. More than half the respondents stated that
spending time with family and friends was a primary motivation for hunting while the most common reasons for harvest
sharing were that hunters had more than enough meat for
their own household and wanted to help family and friends
with food stocks. Each of these responses speaks to an overall
awareness and deep appreciation of family and community
within the Texas hunting tradition.
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While the results of this survey are specific to Texas, I
suspect the story is similar in many other parts of the United
States and Canada. And we will certainly find out. Building on
the survey administered in Texas, the Wild Harvest Initiative®
has now partnered with several other state wildlife agencies to
gather findings from other parts of the country. Once compiled,
these results will reveal a more complete picture regarding the
motivations and expansive social benefits associated with
hunting in the United States.
But already the data are telling a positive, compelling story
about our society and its traditions, and one that is contrary
to the overarching narrative we so often hear. It seems we are
constantly bombarded with stories of how community ties
are eroding under the increasing weight of individualistic,
self-absorbed pursuits and technology-mediated relationships. Generosity and magnanimity are certainly not the most
often mentioned attributes used to describe today’s society.
However, those who harvest wild meat, and who share so much
with others, provide a powerful counterpoint to that narrative.
I suspect this will be proven true of all who harvest from the
natural world, hunter and gatherer alike.
This culture of generosity, demonstrated so emphatically
by present-day hunters, is rooted in our evolutionary history.
For tens of thousands of years communities have been brought
together to share, celebrate and enjoy the wild sustenance provided through successful hunts. The Wild Harvest Initiative®,
through its Hunter Sharing Survey, is uncovering the modern
dimensions of this historically rooted, cultural network that
connects hunters and non-hunters in a community built on
generosity and shared resources. The inherent beauty in these
connections is worth preserving and speaks forcibly for the relevance and social value of North America’s hunting tradition.
After all, who does not admire those who share?
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WIDRIG

OUTFITTERS (97) LTD.
Yukon Horseback Hunts — 36 Years of Outfitting

Elk Valley
Bighorn
Outfitters

DALL SHEEP

ALASKA-YUKON MOOSE

Hunting British Columbia’s Rocky Mountains for:
Elk, Bighorn Sheep, Mountain Goat, Shiras Moose, Black Bear,
Mule Deer, Cougar, Lynx, Wolf

Ryan & Denise Damstrom
250.421.0476
ryden@skcmail.ca

Sam Medcalf
250.425.5531
sam@elkvalleybighorn.ca

elkvalleybighorn.ca

MERVYN’S
Yukon Outfitting

MOUNTAIN CARIBOU

GRIZZLY

CHRIS WIDRIG

139 Falaise Rd., Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 3C8
 1-867-333-9660
 chris@widrigoutfitters.com

www.widrigoutfitters.com

McGREGOR RIVER OUTFITTERS

Horseback Hunts
Excellent Dall Sheep
Alaska Yukon Moose
Mountain Caribou
Wild Wood Bison
Grizzly and Black Bear
Wolf and Wolverine

Black Bear Moose Mountain Goat Wolf

MYO
Tim & Jen
Mervyn

www.yukonsheep.com

Email: myo@yukonsheep.com
Phone: (867) 633-6188
Box 33036 Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5Y5

Family Owned & Operated
Eric & Monica Hanson
Box 1885, Station A
Prince George, B.C. V2L 5E3

Email: mrohunts@outlook.com Phone: 250-614-3488

visit www.mcgregorriveroutfitters.com
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HIGHLIGHT
of the HUNT

Greg Greshuk of Alberta shot this billy with
Silent Mountain Outfitters.
Brock Brimhall of Alaska took this 12-year-old Stone
sheep with Backcountry BC and Beyond Ltd.

Submit your “Highlight of the Hunt”
photos to see your most compelling
BC hunting memories featured.
Send us your pics of the moments that made your hunt
stand out from all the rest. Submit to communications@
goabc.org with the outfitter’s name, species and/or names
of people in photo, your home state, province or country,
and adventure date.

Randy Clark’s combo moose-bear hunt with Eureka
Peak Outfitters was a huge success.
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Laurent from France – with Backcountry BC &
Beyond guide Nathan Kelly.

Steven Leuenberger of Yahk Mountain Outfitters
and hunter Jed Zoster of Saskatchewan.

Gunnar Murray of Kansas took his first bear with
Silent Mountain Outfitters.

View
Wendy’s
Video Here!

Wendy Andrasko’s dream hunt turned into a double header
with Doug McMann of Skinner Creek Hunts when Wendy and
hubby (and milestone birthday gift-giver Matt) each shot their
own moose. From Pennsylvania.
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Tammy Wood

Sossy Outdoors

Tammy Wood is a wild game and seafood chef, author, and
international huntress. When her husband of 18 years was killed
in a workplace accident, she was left with their five children and
a sixth on the way. It was then that she began to hunt to feed
her family – and her love of wild game cooking blossomed. She
competed in Master Chef Canada, finishing in the top ten before
publishing her first recipe collection, The Venison Cookbook. She’s
a contributor to the food editorial in BC Outdoors Magazine,
is a Pro Staffer for Cabela’s Canada, and is an ambassador for
Browning Firearms. Her TV show, Sossy Outdoors, began airing
on the Canadian Sportsmen Channel in January 2020. She loves
welcoming newcomers, youth and women to the outdoor lifestyle
and participates on the board of SCI West Coast, and presents on
sportsman show stages across BC and beyond.

Wild Boar,What a Great Tasting Meat!
Within BC, feral pigs have been reported in low numbers
in the lower mainland, Vancouver Island, ThompsonOkanagan, Peace, Chilcotin, and Kootenay Regions. It’s no
secret how much devastation a wild pig can cause to the
landscape, particularly in Texas and Florida. I have a few
good friends who make their trek down south to help in the
population control of wild boar. Another good friend of mine
is known as “The Hog Man” in Louisiana and makes a good
living working to help curb the population of wild boar in
his state. Some of the pigs he’s captured have weighed in at
over 500 pounds.
All this talk about hunting has made me melancholy. My
new venture has made me so busy, I’ve had no time to get
out and hunt for the family! I recently decided to open an
old west saloon in my hometown of Agassiz, BC. It’s been
months of renovation to create the authentic feel of days
gone by. We have saloon doors you walk through to enter,
lots of old photographs from the pioneer days in Agassiz,
and some personal pictures of my old settler family.
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Another thing I added was mounts from hunters all
over BC. I have mounts from the 60s, previously the prized
possessions of old-time hunters that have since passed away.
Their families donated the mounts so they would have a
place to be enjoyed, and I was happy to accommodate. We
have roughly twenty on display, featuring mule deer, whitetail, pronghorn, moose, elk, bear, wolf, bobcat, goat…and the
list goes on!
Everything on the walls has a story, and I plan to get
plaques made so everyone can see where these mounts
came from, the region, and the date. My vision is to have
Wild Game Wednesdays so that I can chef up some of the
awesome recipes that I have shared with you here.
Next spring, we will be changing the outer building to
wood planks, so it really emulates an old west saloon, with a
railing above and everything! I have a beautiful moose rack
that will be displayed on the top of the building. Next time
you’re in the area, stop by and check it out!
SOSSY’S SALOON
7215 Pioneer Ave, Agassiz, BC
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Wild Boar Loin

Ingredients

with Thai Red Curry Sauce

• Wild boar loin chop,
butterflied
• Kosher salt
• Pepper
• Oil for frying

Sauce:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 can coconut milk
1 tbsp fish sauce
2 tbsp minced Thai basil
1 tbsp lemon juice
1 tbsp minced garlic
¼ cup finely diced shallots
1 tsp paprika
2 leaves finely chopped lime leaves
1 tbsp rosemary oil
(I use a rosemary-infused olive oil)
• 1 tbsp red curry paste
• Cilantro or basil – optional as a garnish
• Basmati rice and pineapple –
optional as a side

Method of Preparation
Place a saucepan on the stove and add all your sauce
ingredients on medium heat, mixing well. Turn down to
low and let simmer while you prepare the loin.
I like to accompany this dish with a nice coconut
basmati rice with pineapple. Something about ham and
pineapple together - what a great combination! As with
every rice recipe, one cup rice to two cups liquid.
Next, heat up a frying pan on your stove. Pat the loin
dry with a paper towel and add a sprinkling of kosher salt
and cracked black pepper.
Add oil to your pan and heat. Sear loin until golden
brown on both sides, about 6 minutes a side. I use tongs and
brown all sides to give it a more uniform look. The internal
temperature of should reach 145° for maximum flavor.
Once temperature has been achieved, remove the loin
from the pan and allow to rest on a plate.
To serve, create a bed of rice on a serving plate and lay
the loin on top. Generously ladle sauce over top, allowing
it to overflow onto the rice. Garnish with freshly chopped
cilantro or basil.
CONNECT WITH SOSSY OUTDOORS ONLINE!

#sossyoutdoors

@sossyoutdoors
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RUGGED
SOLITUDE
By Tamara Hale
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I

’ve been hunting in Canada for several years and hunted in
a variety of regions and with a number of different outfitters. Yet, if I were to imagine a perfect hunt, this would be it. This
was an eight-day, mountain goat hunt with Marty Lightburn of
Rocky Mountain High Outfitters in southern British Columbia.
I chose this outfitter for this hunt because I was familiar
with the area from previous hunts booked. I’d also had outstanding experiences with Marty in my previous hunts for
elk, bobcat, cougar, and lynx, although this would be my first
mountain goat hunt with him.
I first met Marty back in 2012 when I went for an eight-day
elk hunt. After five hunts with Marty, I’ve found him to be an
exceptional guide. I appreciate that he is patient, organized,
and knowledgeable about his hunts, and he bases his decisions
upon my capabilities. He is well known in the community, very
social, family oriented, and comfortable working with female
hunters. I enjoy that he involves me in saddling the horses
and mules for the trip, opening and closing up camp, and even
cooking when it is just the two of us. All these things are part
of the hunt, and it feels good to be treated as an equal – I truly
appreciate all that about Marty. He is someone you definitely
need to check out.
I live 25 miles east of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Butch
Schimizzi, my significant other of 21 years, and I had planned
our trip together, but he was hunting elk and I was hunting

mountain goat. We had planned an early flight out, giving us the
day to fly across the country, eventually landing in Vancouver,
BC before connecting with our flight to the Cranbrook airport.
From there we took a shuttle to our hotel where Marty retrieved
us the next morning. He facilitated a couple of last-minute
stops for additional supplies, then we headed to his home to
get all the necessary paperwork done.
With the formalities behind us, Butch, Marty and I headed
out to a spike camp where we met up with other elk hunters
and their guides. This is where Butch and I parted ways, with
him staying at camp while Marty and I headed back to his
place to load up mules and head out on my goat hunt.
After trailering the mules to the terminus of an access road,
we loaded boxes and packs on the mules, and then rode a few
hours to a camp in the alpine. It was just Marty and me, four
mules, and Jewel, Marty’s yellow Lab. Jewel frequently goes
on hunts with Marty and takes her job as head of bear patrol
seriously. Knowing she was there, using senses far more keen
than ours to keep us well posted of any bears in proximity, both
on the trail or at camp, made me feel more secure. She carried
a pack too, containing a few items we had been unable to fit in
our own bags.
Words can’t describe the amazing landscape along the way
– it was unimaginable. I took it all in as best I could. I like to film
my hunts, so I also had my GoPro rolling constantly. With this

“

There was no way I
wanted to miss, or ever
forget, even a second of
what I was experiencing.

“

View Tamara’s
Hunt Online!
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little bit of tech, I could rest easy and simply enjoy the moment,
knowing that by capturing many videos and pictures, I’d be able
to review and relive it all later. There was no way I wanted to
miss, or ever forget, even a second of what I was experiencing.
When I’m hunting, there isn’t time to retake or review the footage I’m getting, and it’s always a huge treat to comb through it all
when I get home and see the treasures I’ve captured.
Once we arrived at camp that afternoon, we spent the rest
of the day getting the cabin ready for our stay and ensuring
food and accommodation for the mules. After a nice evening
meal and a good night’s rest, we woke up to a cloudy, cooler
morning than we’d been hoping for. We discussed our plans
as we prepared coffee and breakfast and packed our gear.
The weather was due to change over the next few days, so
we packed additional clothing and gear in case it decided to
change sooner than expected. We set out around 7 a.m. on the
first official day of my hunt.
The previous day’s ride to camp had been so beautiful and
I’d been anticipating another spectacular day, but instead
it was cloudy and I could feel the air getting colder as we
climbed. It was a tight trail going up the mountain, but the
mules were awesome. The amount of rock and brush they
went through was just amazing. I was grateful for their confidence and surefootedness, and for them taking the brunt of
the exertion. Although there were a few times we encountered
trees down on the trail, Marty was very good at navigating the
mules around the obstacles and back on track. The brush was
too thick and high to dismount, so Marty led my mule while I
stayed mounted. And Jewel thrashed through it all with ease.
At one point in our assent, we stopped at a location where
we could tie the mules and walk out to an opening on the
mountain to glass. Here we sat high up off a cliff, and what a
view! The colors of the terrain and brush were amazing, and
the beautiful mountain tops were coated with fog and rain. I
could feel the excitement fluttering in my chest as I took in the
different sights and smells of a totally different elevation and
habitat than I was used to, thrilled to be in this spectacular
place in search of my billy.
We’d hoped this glassing spot would produce a sighting of
goats on the side of the mountain across from us but sadly,
no luck. With still a way yet to go, we returned to the mules,
remounted, and continued up the trail until we came to the
edge of the tree line. This was where our ride would end. We
tied the mules and prepared to continue on foot.
As we hiked across the basins with just my rifle and our
daypacks, the clouds began to settle in closer, and a light rain
began. We stopped from time to time for Marty to glass. We’d
discuss where we were headed, and he’d advise the best route
to take to get there.
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Outfitter SPOTLIGHT

Rocky Mountain High Outfitters
Owners: Marty and Carrie Lightburn
Location: East Kootenays, BC
Species:
Bighorn Sheep, Elk, Goat, Black
Bear, Mule Deer, Whitetail Deer,
Shiras Moose, Cougar, Turkey, Wolf,
Lynx, Bobcat
Mail:
Phone:
Email:
Web:

PO Box 69, Jaffray,
British Columbia V0B 1T0 Canada
(250) 489-9058
rmho1998@gmail.com
www.rmho.ca
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The terrain was very rugged – footing was key, and I found
myself trying to keep my balance on the rocks with every step.
I had prepared for this hunt with a good pair of waterproof
hunting boots, built for climbing these tough alpine ridges and
terrain, and was glad I had. I found climbing the basins very
cumbersome and began to pick up a sweat, needing to shed a
few layers to keep from overheating.
As we moved across the tundra, it was eerie in a way, hearing the rocks falling from somewhere up above, not knowing
where they were coming from, or how close they would come
to falling on us. Fortunately, none did. Yet, between that, the
views, the footing, and my internal excitement, there was plenty to keep my mind busy!
The elevation where we had started the day prior at the
truck had been somewhere around 4,500 feet. We were now
much higher, and I continued to notice the sounds changing
as we climbed – the rushing of the creek, and the falling and
skipping of the rocks coming off the mountain. Marty stayed
ahead of me, keeping a steady walking pace as I followed along
behind, enjoying every moment of the experience.
In time, we made it to the top of the basin, approximately
6,000 feet high. There, we had less than three feet of a razorback

ridge to work with. Perched on the edge, with the world dropping away both in front and behind us, we spotted a nice billy
down in the next basin. There was a second goat below him
and we had to be very quiet not to spook it as we discussed my
options.
It was so exciting to spot a goat so quickly! I had Marty take
another look at the higher billy to be sure it was the one I should
take. We could see through the glass that he was a much more
mature billy then the other and so it was decided he was the
one, but that meant Marty and I would need to trade places on
the narrow ridge for me to make the shot. This switch would require that we navigate slowly around each other, being careful
not to lose any of our gear over either side…and do it as silently
as possible!
We ranged the goat at 235 yards, and then began the
nerve-wracking process of trading spots to set up for my shot.
Our footing kept sliding as we made the transition, which
didn’t help my fright any. We were up high with no safety net.
Plus, with both of us skylined on the ridge, our movements
were easily noticed. Jewel was up there with us too, of course,
but she proved her good training and experience by sitting
calmly as we shuffled around each other.
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[If you check out the video on YouTube that brings additional life to this story, let me assure you that neither the video
nor the photos you see here capture how steep the peak was!]
The repositioning complete, I found it challenging to get
a steady rest, but I was able to lie flat on my chest parallel to
the basin side where I could make the shot. In this unfamiliar
position I had to hold my gun differently than I was used to. I
don’t usually hold it by the scope but in this case, there was no
other option.
It was so exciting to place my crosshairs on such a large
billy! Since he was on a very high rock pile in the basin, Marty
recommended I shoot four times to drop him where he stood,
wanting to keep him from plummeting down off the rock pile
and tumbling down to the bottom – which happens quite a
bit on goat hunts. Knowing my rifle and scope well, I shot four
times in a row and landed him right where he stood.
Up until then, Jewel had sat stock still, only a few feet away
form me as I’d taken my shots. Amazing! Yet, after my final
shot had rung out, she began whimpering in excitement. And
I wasn’t able to contain my excitement either! I gave Marty a
most deserved hug and Jewel a pat on the back. What an incredible feeling!
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Initial celebrations complete, next was the
hard part – trying to figure out how to get off
the top of the basin. So, down we went and by
“down,” I mean straight down. I hadn’t realized just
how steep those basins were! Climbing up was one
thing, yet going back down was far more difficult. It was
exhausting; the distance was so much further than it looked!
The terrain was very tricky, but taking my time, one step at a
time, was the only way. I ran into a few areas where my footing
was uncomfortable, but with Marty’s sound advice for foot
placement, we got out of the situations I found myself in.
We were also able to glass up above the basin and along
the opposite side where we spotted more goats and were able
to observe how amazingly surefooted they are and how high
they climb.
“There he is! You got him!” Marty was exuberant as we
finally reached the billy. The terrain to get there had been so
rocky, I was breathless, excited, and so relieved to get to him.
There, up-close, seeing him with my bare eyes, I was amazed at
the size of him – so much bigger than I expected! Although I’d
thought I was completely out of energy before reaching him,
by the time I held his head up to admire him, I’d fully captured
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my second wind. He had very thick fur and, as I
had only seen life-sized trophy mountain goats
all cleaned up and looking beautiful, seeing him
in his habitat, looking as natural as possible, he was
the complete opposite. My first thought was, “how in
the world am I going to comb out all these burrs from his
fur?!” I could not wait to check out his hoofs, fascinated by the
thought that this goat had been high up above me with those
little feet.
This billy was more than I had hoped for – what an amazing
animal! He measured in as a 9-year-old and how lucky to have
the opportunity to fill my tag by 1:00 p.m. on the first day of my
hunt. After capturing a bit more video and photos, it was time
to start gutting and caping the billy. In BC, hunters are required
to pack out the entire animal. As Marty got down to work that
was familiar for him, I helped by holding legs etcetera to make
disassembling and caping easier for him. Once complete, we
loaded the pieces carefully into our packs.
To return to the mules Marty had to come up with a plan to
get back up and out of the basin, basically using several goat
trails along the mountain sides. Very narrow trails, I might add!
I was a bit nervous at times because I now had extra weight on

my back. Also, along the way, Marty pointed out on one of the
goat paths, we had taken on our route in, that a bear had been
on it after us, and had most likely caught our scent. Well, that
opened my eyes a little wider than before!
After carefully picking our way along, we eventually made it
back to the mules where we’d left them at the treeline. It took
the rest of the afternoon to do so and I was excited to see those
animals again! Everyone was accounted for. Offloading our
heavy packs onto the mules, we headed back to camp, safe and
sound, and triumphant!
Back at camp we unloaded our gear, got the mules into their
pen and fed, got something to eat ourselves, and then began
the agonizing chore of combing out of the burrs entrapped in
the mountain goat’s cape. Thank goodness I had a fine comb
with me to use, it was the only thing I had to help get those
burrs out. That task took the rest of the evening and into the
following day.
The next morning, we arose to a light wet rain and snow
starting. After we ate breakfast, I continued working on the
mountain goat’s cape – what a monotonous chore! There were
so many burrs entangled in the fur that I decided to do the best
I could with the time I had to get out the most possible. Marty
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worked on cleaning the skull, another monotonous chore.
Both are time consuming, but part of the hunt and time needs
to be put aside for both.
There were also improvements needed on the cabin so
throughout the day I helped Marty as best I could to make the
necessary repairs. It was a learning experience for me and I
was happy to help where needed. My observation is that those
cabins go through a beating throughout the year, between the
elements of weather and the occasional bear trashing. We also
had time to walk the mules down a trail to a cool, refreshing
stream in a meadow, to enjoy fresh water and a few nibbles of
mountain grass, a well-deserved treat for them. After a productive day, we finished up with a nice meal and discussed our
plans to leave camp the next day.
The next morning, we arose to a fresh blanket of snow,
and it was time to move before we got snowed in. After we ate
breakfast, we took a few hours to close up camp and prepare
to leave. We headed out just in time, as the trail was getting
heavy with snow making it difficult to maneuver ourselves, the
mules, and Jewel through the trees and brush. The journey to
get off the mountain took much longer than it had to get up,
yet once we saw the snow dissipate from the trail, we knew we
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were almost off the mountain, and were back to the truck and
trailer in no time.
Once we unsaddled the mules and loaded them into the
trailer, we headed back to Marty’s home to unload, say a quick
hello to Marty’s wife Carrie, and then return to base camp to
meet up again with Butch and the other hunters and guides.
With such early success, I still had five days left and the opportunity to assist the others on their elk hunts. Although we
didn’t go on the actual hunts with the others, Marty and I went
out to spot in other areas, finding elk for them to stalk later.
At base camp there were a few small cabins to stay in, as
well as Marty’s parents who prepared delicious meals for all
to enjoy. We had awesome nightly campfire discussions under
the stars and the stories told were some of the funniest I had
ever heard.
Words can’t explain how awesome this hunt was. It was very
challenging, mentally, and physically, but if you know you have
the ability and the will, I encourage you to go for it! Not just for
the hunt but the entire package. Most of all, the majestic views
are out of this world and unlimited.
Special thanks to Martin and Carrie Lightburn and their family
and friends for an awesome hunt.
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“

It was very challenging,
mentally, and physically,
but if you know you have
the ability and the will, I
encourage you to go for it!

“

View Tamara’s Hunt Online!
Search @FabFlage
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VANCOUVER ISLAND GUIDE OUTFITTERS

Welcome back!
BIGHORN SHEEP
ELK
GOAT
BLACK BEAR
MULE DEER
WHITETAIL DEER
SHIRAS MOOSE
COUGAR
TURKEY
WOLF
LYNX
BOBCAT

It’s time to hunt!
• Coastal Black Bear
• Vancouver Island Blacktail Deer
• Roosevelt Elk
• Mountain Lion

All-inclusive, fully guided big game hunting
on Vancouver Island, BC, Canada.
See you at Convention 2022
DSC and SCI

Call us to book your
Vancouver Island Big Game Adventure
Vancouver Island Guide Outfitters Ltd
PO Box 1062
Port Alberni, BC V9Y 7L9

 250-724-1533
 hunt@huntvi.com

Marty and Carrie Lightburn
PO Box 69, Jaffray, British Columbia, Canada V0B 1T0

VancouverIslandGuideOutfitters.com

Cel: 250.489.9058 | www.rmho.ca | rmho1998@gmail.com

Vancouver Island’s only GOABC certified Outfitter
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GANA RIVER OUTFITTERS LTD.
Horse or Backpack Hunts

RIFLE OR BOW IN CANADA’S NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Hunt the Beautiful Mackenzie Mountains

For a First Class…Fair Chase Hunt…
HAROLD GRINDE • Box 528, Rimbey, AB T0C 2J0

EMAIL:

PH: 403-357-8414
ganariver@pentnet.net WEB: www.ganariver.com

California
Bighorn
Sheep
mule deer
moose
cougar • lynx
black bear
mountain goat

BRUCE & TERRY
AMBLER
250.459.2367

Clinton, BC Canada
amblersbighornguiding@gmail.com

amblersbighornguiding.com

28 |

MOUNTAIN HUNTER • WINTER 2022

MHWinter-2022_v03.indd 28

2021-12-15 3:07 PM

HUNTING THE
WILL-O’-THE-WISP
IN THE NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES
By Jeff Johnson
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“

“

...none of these adventures
had prepared me for what
I was to experience.
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or as long as I can remember I’ve been infatuated with
hunting of all kinds. As a youth, and into my young adult
years, hunting “success” was very much about bagging the
biggest or the most of whatever game I was pursuing. As I matured, I grew and realized that for me, hunting was more about
being outdoors, watching all that was unfolding with nature.
Whether it was a sharptail, duck, quail, deer, or an elk hunt,
success became defined by enjoying a good day outdoors.
At 57 and still in decent physical condition, I decided to put
myself to the ultimate test and booked a Dall sheep hunt with
Gana River Outfitters in the Northwest Territories (NWT) of
Canada. Preparing and looking forward to the hunt was half
the fun and excitement. A 27-year career in outdoor sporting
goods had granted me the opportunity to hunt for many species
on several continents; however, I was to find that none of these
adventures had prepared me for what I was to experience.
Traveling from Denver, Colorado to NWT required some
time and a layover in Edmonton, Alberta; then on through
Norman Wells, NWT before a final float plane ride to Palmer
Lake, located in the rugged Mackenzie Mountains. It was in
Norman Wells where I met the two gentlemen who were also
headed to the camp and were to be my “roomies” before and
after our hunts. Canadian Gary was there for his first Dall
sheep hunt and was what I consider to be a classic Canadian
- friendly, fairly soft spoken, and generally a pleasant fellow to
spend time with. Fred from New Jersey was nice enough as well
but was wound considerably tighter, there to “get it done” and
move on to the next challenge.
The camp, owned and operated by Harold Grinde and his
family, is located on a beautiful lake loaded with lake trout and
couldn’t have been set in a more scenic location. Upon arrival,
the first day was spent unpacking and doing the usual shakedown of the equipment I intend to take on my hunt, meeting
my guide, assuring my rifle was sighted accurately, and wandering around camp taking in the sights in anticipation for the
next day when I’d set out.
My hunting guide Scott was about 27 years old and in
perfect physical condition, to say the least. He was a hockey
player with the stereotypical attitude of a hockey player.
Strong, tough, focused on the task at hand, and determined to
succeed, whether it was on the ice or hunting on the mountain
with a client.

The next morning, after a wonderful breakfast of homemade pastries, eggs, and caribou sausages, we were on the
plane headed for our hunting area. We landed on a rocky
beach alongside the Gana River, flowing a greenish/white “glacier milk” and braided with multiple channels. After taking
our fully-loaded packs from the plane, our first objective was
to remove our boots and pants, don Crocs, and wade the Gana
River. First, we needed to walk what seemed quite a distance

Outfitter SPOTLIGHT

Gana River Outfitters
Owners: Harold Grinde
Location: Northwest Territories
Species:
Dall Sheep, Mountain Caribou,
Alaska-Yukon Moose, Wolf
and Wolverine
Mail:
Phone:
Email:
Web:

Box 528, Rimbey
Alberta T0C 2JO Canada
(403) 357-8414
ganariver@pentnet.net
www.ganariver.com

to find channels that weren’t too deep, as the current was
fairly strong, and I wasn’t particularly fond of going for a swim
in the freezing river with my pack and rifle on the first day.
I remember being in the middle of one of the river channels
with water up to my crotch, legs and walking sticks wobbling
in the fast-moving current. With that little introductory challenge behind us, it was time to head up the mountain, which
seemed straight up! I’ve hiked hundreds of miles in many of
the mountain ranges around the world but most of the time
have been on a trail and the ground is fairly firm. In this case,
however, beginning immediately after leaving the river, this
hiking was more of a battle. It involved ascending up steep
hillsides of soft tundra, often through patches of willow and
alder taller than me that seemed to have hands that wanted to
pull me backwards.
Most of the time Scott was far ahead and out of sight. I wasn’t
always positive I was going the right direction and would have
to call out for a bearing from time to time before continuing
my uphill slog. Somehow, I suddenly found a place where the
earth below me gave way and I fell feet first into a hole so deep
I had to remove my rifle and pack to pull myself out. Once
unearthed, I loaded up my pack and rifle and called out for my
guide so I could continue my “Back to Bataan” march. When I
did finally catch up to Scott I said, “You need to slow down a
little,” to which he replied, “You need to speed up.” I kind of had
the feeling he might have been lacking in compassion, but I got
the message and did my best to up my game. After moving to
MOUNTAIN HUNTER • WINTER 2022
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higher altitudes on the second day, we broke out of the heavy
bush and moved onto the high open tundra which, although
also not a piece of cake to navigate, was a little easier going.
We set up a spike camp that was somewhat sheltered by a
rock outcropping in case high winds and bad weather moved
in. Over the next few days, we spotted several sheep, none of
which appeared to be of legal or trophy size. The terrain was
high tundra, wind-scoured short grasses with huge areas of
broken talus and scree slopes, along with many boulder fields
that were manageable, as long as I took my time.
We came upon an old plane crash that Harold later explained was of a Reindeer Air flight – the first northern airline
owned by an indigenous owner, Fred Carmichael. From what
he knew of the 1970s crash, the altimeter was set wrong, and
they thought they were above the peaks. Harold didn’t know
if it was bad weather at the time, or dark, but tragically, they
made direct impact near the top of the mountain. I could only
begin to imagine what their last terrifying thoughts might have
been just before impact. There was still a lot of debris which
was easily identifiable, headphones, coffee pot, stove and much
instrumentation. With each winter snow the debris, fuselage
and wings moved further away from the top of the mountain.
As Scott and I investigated the wreckage, we noticed movement above us and it was a young Dall sheep peering over the
top of the ridge watching us. It did not seem overly concerned
by the two-legged creatures roaming in his territory.
Over the next few days, we spotted and made long, careful stalks on several rams but found that none of them were
really what we were after from an age and mass standpoint.
On the fourth day we spotted a small group of rams on a
far-off mountainside. After a long study of them through the
spotting scope, we decided that one or two of them looked
very worthy of closer inspection. The biggest conundrum was
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that they were situated on a large mountain hillside that was
extremely open. They had a nearly perfect 360-degree view of
anything that might come within 500 yards. We watched them
for hours, hoping they would move off the hillside to a more
advantageous (for us) spot, until the early autumn sun set at
about 12:30 a.m. that night.
The next morning we awoke to find that they hadn’t moved
more than a couple of hundred yards. This required a reworking
of our strategy which meant backing off, reversing our line of
travel, going through a mountain pass and around a mountain
so that we could approach them from a completely different
direction while keeping the wind in our favor.
During the next several hours of hiking around the mountain, we endured a storm complete with driving rain, pea-size
hail, and bouts of intense lightning. We took shelter under a
rock outcrop, more to just get out of the rain and hail, as we
both knew that it wasn’t possible to escape a lightning strike
if that was to be our fate. The terrain was too wide open, and
we would have to depend on luck, karma, or whatever made us
feel a little safer. The temperature fell roughly twenty degrees
and I began to shiver uncontrollably. Getting up and moving
was about the only remedy for our plight. Once the weather
calmed, we started moving and our core temperatures began
to return to normal.
Luckily, the rams had not moved too far since before the
storm and we were beginning to make some real progress in
gaining a vantage point. For the final several hundred yards we
were required to drop down into a drainage where there was
some small willow bush, and work our way up toward them.
We eventually came within about 475 yards of sheep, and
it was time to move out of the drainage and belly crawl up the
hillside, staying behind some small rocks as much as possible.
We crawled within 300 yards of the herd and quietly discussed
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which of the rams appeared to be the largest. We chose one
that appeared to be about 8-years-old and had good mass. My
range finder read 290 yards and I felt comfortable with that
range using my Kimber 300 WSM shooting 165 grain Nossler
bullets. In the next couple of minutes, my ram stood up and
allowed a broadside shot. My heart in my throat, I took careful
aim and slowly squeezed the trigger.

headlamp I’d ever seen and seemed to sparkle. It was difficult
to gauge the distance in the dark, but I guessed it to be no
more than 300 yards away. I genuinely thought I was having a
hallucination. The chance of anyone other than us being in this
desolate area was slim to none.

After the report, it seemed an eternity for the bullet to make
its way to my target. I immediately reloaded, just to see the
ram run about 15 yards and pile up. I’d done it! I had harvested
my one and only Dall sheep. Surely a hunt of a lifetime. Now at
10:45 p.m. the work was about to begin.

We both looked through our binoculars and were stunned to
see that the small crystalline orb of light had smaller particles
of light hovering around it. I was a little in shock and expected
it to next begin to hum and then fly away. Instead, after another
couple of minutes the light just suddenly and without a trace,
seemed to absorb into itself and was gone.

After the customary high fives, handshakes, and photographs, we began the process of carefully caping the ram, boning out the meat and loading it into our packs. When it was all
said and done, Scott’s pack weighed in the vicinity of 75 pounds
and mine weighed 50-plus, including meat, hide, horns, skull
and gear. It was now after 1:15 a.m. and the sun had finally
disappeared. We debated whether to bivouac on the side of
the mountain where I’d shot the ram. We decided against it,
reasoning that with the gut pile so near there was a better than
average chance of getting to meet one of the local bears during
the night. So instead, off we went for a 5-mile walk in the high
mountain darkness.
Sometime around 3:00 a.m., and about halfway back to our
spike camp, I was totally exhausted. It had been a very long
day of walking, hiding from storms, near hypothermia, belly
crawling hundreds of yards, and just all the excitement of the
hunt. I had to sit down for a while and take my pack off to rest.
Scott and I sat in silence eating cashews and finishing off
what water we had left. As we sat on the mountainside, I soon
noticed an intense spot of light emanating from the drainage
below us, somewhere at the bottom. It looked like the brightest

“Do you see what I’m seeing?” I asked Scott. To which he
replied a casual, “Yup.”

We eventually arrived back to our spike camp just as the
sun was coming over the mountains. We dropped our packs.
Scott went immediately to his tent while I sat and watched the
sunrise, drank a cup of whisky, and attempted to process what
I had seen and experienced in the last few days – and certainly
what I had experienced in the last 24 hours.
After four hours of sleep or maybe passing out, I’m not sure
which, we were up and breaking camp as we didn’t want the
meat to stay in our backpacks for too long as the day promised
to be warm. Our goal that day was simple – walk about 8 miles
down the mountain with meat/gear-laden packs to the river
where the camp’s plane would eventually pick us up.
I say “eventually” only because, having been on several bush
hunts, weather, communication, and technical equipment
issues can – and do – occur leaving you a little uncertain as to
exactly when you will be extracted from the backcountry and
headed for a shower, hot meal and a comfortable bed for some
real rest. Sargent Scott, as I affectionately referred to him by
then, was, as expected, highly focused on the mission at hand
and off for the river, dragging his hunter behind him. You might
think “well, at least it was downhill most of the way,” and it was,
BUT it was through thick alder and willow which, just like before, made the walking difficult, especially with the heavy load
on my back.
We made it back to the river late that afternoon. With wobbly legs (at least for me), we again stripped to our skivvies and
donned our Crocs so we could wade back across the river to
get to a spot loosely referred to as a landing strip. Once again,
I managed to cheat the river and stay upright as I pushed my
way through the swift current.
Luckily, we only had to wait an hour or two before we heard
the drone of the bush plane coming up the river. The pilot
landed flawlessly on the large river rocks with the tundra tires,
always amazing to see. After taxiing, he was out of the plane
and barking orders to both Scott and I regarding what to load
and what would have to stay for the second pick up. Naturally,
being the customer, I was first to go along with a load of meat
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“

If you’re ever in the
Mackenzie Mountains
of the NWT hunting,
watch for the ghost lights
at night.

“

and the horns. Scott was left behind with his pack full of meat
and the hide. Just before I loaded, I ask if he’d want me to leave
my rifle to which he replied, “Sure, probably a good idea.” In
short order the pilot and I were taxiing down the riverbank,
powering up the engine, and taking off. As we lifted off the
riverbank and flew over Scott, I could see a grizzly headed in
his direction, about 400 yards from where we were sitting. The
pilot was able to collect Scott and the remainder of the meat/
hide later that day, and amazingly, when he and I connected
the next day, Scott said he’d never encountered the bear. Either
way, I was glad I’d left my rifle with him.
After a fairly short ride back to basecamp, Harold came out
to meet our plane. If you’ve ever flown in a bush plane, they
aren’t known to be exactly spacious. At 6’3”, I was cramped in
the relatively small fuselage along with my pack. When Harold
opened the cabin door I told him he might have to cut the plane
open to get me out, as my weary legs had decided they didn’t
want to bend anymore today. However, I slowly clambered out
and gratefully accepted an ATV ride back to the cabins for a
shower, and a hot cup of coffee.
Over the next few days I enjoyed time around camp and
used one of the camp boats to fish for lake trout with Gary, who
had also returned from a successful hunt for a Dall. Fred was
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still out as he wanted to harvest a mountain caribou as well,
and he did, a few days later.
After I’d returned home to the States, I was talking to one of
my friends about what I had seen. He asked, “Had there been
an electrical storm that day? Was it in a swamp or drainage?” I
answered “Yes” to both questions.
“You saw the Will-O-the-Wisp!” he exclaimed. A phenomenon seen around the world but almost always in the same
situations or environments of water/high humidity plus
electricity equals balls of light. Also known as Ghost Lights or
Spook Lights, among other monikers. They have been seen in
Thailand, Norway, Mexico, China, and many other countries.
Some cultures describe them as spirits and fairies that wander
the swamps, wetlands, and woods. Modern science describes
them as, “bioluminescence caused by oxidation from decaying
organic material.” I call it one of the strangest things I’ve ever
seen, anywhere.
Now, in my 62nd year of life, I’ve seen many strange things in
the natural world, many of which I’ve yet to find explanations
for, but that sparkling orb was one of the most amazing. If
you’re ever in the Mackenzie Mountains of the NWT hunting,
watch for the ghost lights at night. If you’re lucky like I was, you
might get a nice ram and see the Will-O’-the-Wisp.
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HAVE

YOU EVER
WANTED TO
IMPROVE YOUR
MEASURING SKILLS?
If so, Boone and Crockett Club’s recently released
tools will make these things a bit easier:
n

How to Score North American Big Game

280 pages, dozens of illustrations – $44.95 USD

n

Field Scoring Kit

All the necessary tools, tapes, rulers,
cables, and more – $119.95 USD

Get Your Scoring Gear Today!
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM THE
BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB!
WWW.BOONE-CROCKETT.ORG/STORE/SCORING
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OUR
WARMEST
GORE-TEX
BIG GAME
GEAR
Less bulk, more mobility

BLIZZARD
AEROLITE
PA R K A
Nothing saps your concentration as fast as frigid temps and wet, freezing
conditions, but continuing to stack layers will restrict your ability to
travel through the mountains. By upgrading our Blizzard system to an
innovative synthetic insulation that uses trapped air to replicate the
warmth and compressibility of down, we’re able to add warm-when-wet
performance—plus significantly reduce bulk—so you’ll be comfortable
and mobile in a whiteout.
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Mackenzie Mountain Outfitters
Stan Stevens
Recent
Trophies

Phone # 250-719-8340
www.mmo-stanstevens.com
mmostanstevens@gmail.com
Facebook
Mackenzie Mountain Outfitters

YUKON HUNTS
DALL SHEEP
MOOSE
CARIBOU
GRIZZLY

Contact:
CHRIS & SHARRON
McKINNON
PO BOX 89
Athabasca, AB
T9S 2A2
(P) 780-331-2440
(C) 780-910-9778
www.huntbpo.com
chris@huntbpo.com

ALBERTA HUNTS
BLACK BEAR
WHITETAIL DEER
TRAPLINE TOURS

Contact:
CHRIS & SHARRON
McKINNON
PO BOX 89
Athabasca, AB
T9S 2A2
(P) 780-331-2440
(C) 780-910-9778
www.huntmco.com
chris@huntmco.com
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GETTIN’
WESTERN
By Mark Morrish
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y caribou came on the fourth day of our bucket-list
hunting trip with Quintin Thompson of Gundahoo
River Outfitters. The day started out as they all had at
Gundahoo. Sometime around 3 or 4 a.m. Quintin would mumble something to Eric (our 18-year-old wrangler), and he’d roll
out of his sleeping bag on the floor to go and wrangle horses.
He would shackle the ones we intended to use that day and
turn loose those that we didn’t. Brimming with excitement
the whole trip, I wasn’t getting a lot of deep sleep so I’d usually
wake up when Eric started stirring. Luckily, I could usually fall
back asleep for another hour or two. Then, sometime around
6 a.m. one of us would start stirring and soon all four hunters
and guides would be up, and breakfast and coffee would follow
soon after. By 7 or 7:30, we were packing and saddling horses.
This was a team effort; however, I suspected in a typical guided
hunt this would have been left to Eric.
Mitch and I were far from the typical clientele though.
Firstly, we were both broke. And secondly, we hadn’t come to
shoot an animal, we’d come for an adventure. Our idea of both
an adventure and a gratifying hunt was rolling up our sleeves
and working for it. So, there was never any kicking up our feet
and being catered to; the whole trip we were right beside the
guides and wranglers.
So, after packing horses we would throw some lunch in
the saddlebags and hit the trail, usually sometime between
7:30 and 9 a.m., depending how the morning went. On that
particular day, we headed up an adjoining valley to where our
quaint cabin was nestled. We rode about an hour and then
turned up another valley, and rode roughly another hour until
we reached treeline. As we broke through the trees, we stopped
several times to glass for game. Mitch had taken a goat the day
prior, so we still had my goat tag and two caribou tags left to
hunt. Quintin had stayed behind to flesh out the cape of Mitch’s
goat, a very time-consuming task. (Okay, maybe we did accept
a bit of being catered to from time to time!)
After a few glassing breaks we hadn’t seen anything, and it
was time to tie the horses and go forth on foot. Just as we were
dismounting, I noticed a lone bull about 600 to 800 yards up
the valley. Having alerted the others, we each quickly grabbed
our respective glasses and started examining him. Although a
very nice bull from what we could tell, he seemed to be lacking
enough points to make him legal (five points per side if there’s
a scratcher, six points per side if not). As the three of us glassed
the bull with horse leads still in-hand, I happened to pull my binos away and noticed that low and behold, there was another
bull, on the other side of the creek bed, about half the distance
between us and the original bull. Chaos ensued! We were all
now throwing glass on bull number two, who was also very
respectable, and suddenly my friend and guide Ryan said, “He’s
legal, get your gun!”
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“

As we broke through the
trees, we stopped several
times to glass for game.

“

I immediately turned to my horse Charlie and pulled my
rifle out of the scabbard. Meanwhile, Ryan scrambled to get all
the horses’ leads and hold them tight. Mitch was trying to get
the back out of one of the soft pack bags so that I could use it
for a rest. With all that “teamwork” it got a little western for
a few seconds there, but soon enough I was on the ground in
prone position using the pack for a rest. My body was angling
down the hill, but nonetheless, in a shootable position.
The bull, that may have initially been oblivious to us, was
now standing staring straight at us, wondering what all the
commotion was about. I could see that he was starting to get
a little antsy and about to vacate. Someone gave me a yardage
– 350 – and I adjusted my scope accordingly, set the crosshairs
on the sweet spot, and drilled him right in the lungs and heart.
He scrambled up the hill a few steps and was turning the opposite direction when I hit him again with another vital shot.
He was hurt now, big time, but then the strangest thing happened. He turned towards us again and stood up on his hind
legs, almost like a grizzly bear, and held that standing position
for what felt like three seconds. I thought about shooting him
again in the chest, yet held off as I was confident in my first two
shots. When he finally came back down to all fours, he immediately crumpled and started rolling down the hill, coming to
rest about 20 yards downhill. Wow! That had unfolded quickly,
but couldn’t have gone any better. Somehow the horses hadn’t
even gotten too excited.
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After high fives and congratulations, we gathered the horses
and rode over to my caribou. It was time to get to work. Some
quick photos were snapped and then knives were out. It was mid
morning and already hot, time to get this animal peeled apart.
Quartering and trimming went well, and we were nearly
done with everything cut apart and laid out around us, when
we stopped momentarily to chat. Suddenly, we noticed about
10 to 15 caribou up the valley! We grabbed the glass again and
it didn’t take long to spot a good bull in the herd. Time to move,
and pronto!
We started shoving meat into packs and onto horses as
fast as we could, planning to run the meat down to the nearby
creek and set it in the shade to stay cool while we pursued the
herd. Fully loaded with just the skull and cape left to go, Ryan
said, “Jump on your horse, we’ll pass you the head and cape.”
I mounted and they swung the head up to me, but the
bloody cape happened to slap ol’ Charlie in the face and things
got western again! I was now riding saddle bronc, trying not to
drop the antlers as I didn’t want them to break. Finally, Ryan
got Charlie calmed down, while Mitch was on the ground,
pissing himself laughing.
A short time later, with the meat stashed in the shade and
gentle breeze of the creek, we were on our horses again, moving
quickly whilst staying out of sight as we snuck up the valley. It
didn’t take more than 10 minutes and we’d gone as far as we
could on horseback. Back on foot, we humped over the rolling
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hills of the valley as quickly as possible but couldn’t see the
caribou in the basin anymore. Not good. They hadn’t been in a
hurry for the previous two hours, so we assumed they’d caught
our wind and were trying for an escape. As we scurried up
another tall, steep knoll and crested it, we spotted a few cows
trotting along the base of a ridge. Assuming the bull was going
to be bringing up the rear, we instantly dropped to the ground,
flung off our packs, and drew our rifles.
As Mitch was getting set up, I was trying to get a range. It
was tough to get a good read on the moving caribou. But we
only had about a 100-yard patch of ground in the herd’s path
that we could see, and they weren’t stopping. Ryan advised
Mitch to lead him and take a shot. I watched in my binos as
Mitch cracked one off. I couldn’t believe what I saw! The bull
was hit and hit good. He stumbled around for a few seconds,
then fell to the ground and rolled down a small hill toward our
direction. We then lost sight of him but were confident he was
done. We grabbed our packs and walked up the valley toward
him. Sure enough, a few minutes later, we were staring at our
second bull down in three hours. What a day!
We caped and quartered Mitch’s bull, then retrieved the horses and started loading. Once we had Mitch’s bull loaded, it was
back to the creek about a mile down the valley to get mine. We
only had our three saddle horses and one pack horse that day,
so it was a tight squeeze to get everything in one trip. We all had
to wear our backpacks, and had our pack horse fully loaded too,
plus we still had four quarters in game bags to get out somehow.
We ended up tying the bags together in pairs, and then Ryan and

I each took a set, slinging them over our saddles, wrapping the
joins around the saddle horns with a quarter of meat essentially
on top of each of our legs. This setup made for a long three-hour
ride back to camp, but even as uncomfortable as it was, there
was no wiping the smiles off. Needless to say, Quintin and Eric
were more than surprised to see us roll into camp just before
dark fully loaded with antlers and meat.
Day five of the hunt was a down day, expectedly. We had
plenty of work to keep us busy for the day. Meat needed to be
hung, capes fleshed and salted, skulls trimmed, tarps washed,
firewood replenished, etcetera.
Day six, however, we were back at the hunting. The only
tag left to pursue was my goat. Like usual, we were up early to
make breakfast and coffee, then load and saddle horses, and on
the trail by 8-8:30. The plan for that day had been to head out
to explore an area where we planned to pitch a spike camp for
the last few days of the hunt. After riding for a couple hours, we
veered down another valley. On the ride in, Quintin had told us
about an old trail, that allegedly went into another valley, that
he’d never ridden into. He’d said this trail had always intrigued
him and one day he’d explore the area to try and find a blaze or
some type of sign that alluded to a trail’s existence once upon
a time. Well, as we were headed down our intended path to
the south, I think the allure of that mysterious trail captured
Quintin’s attention and we found ourselves stuck tight to the
left side of the valley, looking for any telltale sign that might
lead us up the mystery valley. Well, it was his lucky day!
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While doing some light bushwhacking, Quintin spotted a
blaze on a tree. Off the horses we went, looking for the next
blaze, and as luck would have it, we found a second, and eventually a third. Soon we had a general direction figured out and
the searching got easier. What hadn’t gotten easier, however,
was the old “trail.” No human or horse traffic meant there was
no shortage of deadfall for us to clear via axe. Mitch and I were
lucky; we were tasked with holding and moving horses, while
Ryan and Quintin did most of the axe work. Hmmmm, okay
yeah. So maybe a bit more being catered to…
It was the first time on the trip that I’d felt useless or burdensome. Up until this point, we had been contributing the
same as the guides. Although I suppose someone had to watch
the horses, it felt strange being one of the two youngest guys
holding ropes while the eldest were swinging axes.
Side note: While we were working on the trail, Mitch spotted
a black bear across the valley to the west, probably the biggest
black bear I’ve seen in the wild to date. We would notice this
bear again when we came out in the evening, and again the
next day as well. He never left an area about the size of two
football fields.
The rest of the morning and into the afternoon was spent
clearing and uncovering this old trail, which was fine by me. It
was a cold and rainy day so visibility was poor anyway, plus the
mystique of what might be waiting in an untouched valley was
very enticing. About mid-afternoon we finally broke through the
brush and into the alpine transition. In one of the last few clumps
of trees we tied the horses and took a short walk to the base of
a steep waterfall. We picked our way up along the waterfall and
eventually made it to the next tier of the terraced valley.
No sooner had we reached the top of that first waterfall
than we spotted a few goats up and to the left, at maybe 700
yards. We immediately pulled out some glass and starting
sizing them up. They turned out to be a nanny and two kids,
but while watching we also noticed a young billy not too far
from them.
Not long after we’d started glassing, a hellish rainstorm hit
us. We quickly tossed everything into our packs and threw our
rain gear on. By the time the rain had stopped it was getting
late in the afternoon. We decided to get down off the mountain
and make our way to camp. It would be dark by the time we
got there but it was too late in the day to try and go looking for
more goats. The stage was set, however. We had made it only
500 yards into the valley and found it crawling with goats.
The morning of the seventh day was eagerly anticipated. I
think Quintin was every bit as excited to dive deeper into the
newly-discovered basin as I was to chase a goat. Mitch and
Ryan shared in the anticipation too; we were all itching to go.
Back on the horses, and after an hour or so, we turned onto our
newly-discovered trail. Even the horses seemed to be excited
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as they picked their way through the tight trees, following the
fresh blazes.
Soon we reached the alpine and left the horses tied. Onwards
we went, our backpacks loaded with the day’s supplies. We
climbed up and over the first waterfall, again seeing the same
four goats on the slope we’d left them on the afternoon prior.
We spent a lot of time glassing as we ascended, finding several
different goats on far-off skylines, most too far away to chase or
not looking promising.
We slowly picked our way up the creek to the next waterfall
in the valley, this one even steeper and nastier than the first.
The surrounding banks offered nothing more than very steep
slopes with small amounts of short vegetation, making it very
difficult to climb on that incline. It was decided that the best
way to go up was straight up the waterfall. Although it would
be wet and slippery, at least there were rocks we could climb.
I went up first. It was slow going but manageable and not
terribly risky. As I neared the top, I spotted the beautiful, bright
white coat of a goat. It looked to be a big one and only about 300400 yards up the valley, on the shale-covered south wall of the
valley. I whispered to the others, and together we crept slowly up
and over the top of the falls. We continued to move behind the
massive shale mounds that littered the valley to a point where
we could get set up with glasses and a rifle if need-be.
Once we started looking, we noticed there was another
goat about 100 feet above the original. This upper goat was
even bigger and warranted a closer look. While the other

three examined with optics, I got my rifle ready and set myself
in shooting position. All four of us watched for probably 10
minutes, trying to sex the goats. We thought the lower one was
likely a dry nanny, and with its large body and large amount of
stained fur, we agreed the upper one was a billy.
I was ready; heart pumping and even had the safety off, but
the boys had a better view with their binos so I was reliant on
their word. After a few tense seconds just waiting for someone
to say, “take him,” we all agreed that we should keep hunting.
We’d been seeing tons of goats each day, so I wasn’t too worried.
Another glassing session revealed another three goats
feeding near the ridgeline that engulfed us at least 200 degrees
around. All were quite far off and would require a very big
commitment to try a stalk. No decisions were made yet, and we
were still glassing when we spotted another goat, at the highest
point of the surrounding ridgeline. This goat was different – he
just looked badass. His size, his coat, even the way he walked.
He was a boss. We watched him pick his way down the ridge,
completely skylined for probably 10 minutes as he covered half
a mile or so on his steady, unrushed pace. He confidently meandered down the ridgeline, as though on a mission to reach
the saddle. We all held our breath…was he going to come our
way or go over the other side?
Coming our way would have been very favourable, leaving
a mile or so of steep, rocky, boulder field between him and
us. Although it would have been very difficult for us to move
through quickly, it provided lots of cover to make tracks out of
his sight. But alas, at the last second, just when it looked like he
was coming, he faded over the saddle.
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“

We made it over to the
goat and admired his
beauty. They truly are
amazing animals, such
strength and grit.

“
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We started the discussion – should we go over after him?
It was already 1:30 p.m., would be a hellish walk to the base,
and from what we could see, climbing and crossing the saddle
was very likely not even possible because it was essentially a
200-foot cliff. But we had just watched the big one fade over the
other side. All four of us were on the same page – we had to at
least try. The cliff might be impassable, but we won’t know if we
didn’t go. Quintin summed this up when he turned to me and
said, “Do you know what’s on the other side?”
“What?” I asked.
“That goat,” he replied with a smile. And we were up and off.
The hike to the bottom was a mile or so, and not easy going
by any stretch. A complete boulder field, covered with 80-foottall mounds of shale next to large pits, almost resembling the
surface of a grossly exaggerated golf ball. But with images of
that goat frozen in our minds, we covered the mile quickly and
got to the base of the saddle.
It didn’t look any better up close than it had a mile away. It
was going to be the sketchiest climb of the hunt so far. What to
do? A quick discussion led to the decision to “just see how high
we can get,” reminding me that although Mitch and I were in
our mid-30s and Quintin and Ryan were in their late-40s, boys
will still just be boys, always pushing the envelope in search of
adventure. And that’s what we had come for, after all!
The climb was slow and calculated, every bit as dicey as
anticipated, but we eventually made it up without incident.
As soon as we got to the top we immediately started glassing,
trying to find “The Boss.” We’d watched him disappear in the
exact spot we now sat. We glassed hard for probably 30 minutes, turning up another 10 or so goats scattered all over the
skyline country in this new basin. Several looked to be nannies
and kids, and a few were almost certainly billies, but all of them
were miles away and none resembled The Boss. He’d straightup vanished on us.
Quintin then decided he would go to another vantage
point, higher up the ridgeline we now occupied, in order to
glass from another perspective. Off he crept while Mitch, Ryan,
and I stayed laid out, backs against our packs trying to cover
every inch of the basin with our eyes. One can only glass for
so long though before you need to give your eyes a break. At
one point, I pulled my head back from my tripod to let my eyes
rest. While admiring my surroundings and enjoying the view, I
happened to see a white fleck, on the ridge down the valley we
had entered from the top. I didn’t need glass to know what it
was – and it looked big, so back to the binos. It wasn’t The Boss,
but was a good-sized goat, and he was by himself.
We watched him for several minutes, all certain that he was
a damn fine billy goat, but Quintin was still about 200 yards
up the ridge glassing. The three of us agreed that we needed to
pursue this goat, but wanted Quintin’s confirmation – he was

the boss, after all. Plus, it was getting late, mid-afternoon by
then. Stalking and killing this goat would mean we wouldn’t be
back to camp for many, many hours yet.
Just before we finally got Quintin’s attention, we saw him
spot the same goat. Watching his reaction told me what I already knew – we needed to go after this goat! Nonetheless, we
shot him a questioning thumbs up, watching for his response
in the binos. Immediately it was a thumbs-up in response and
as though he was also saying, “Why are you guys looking at
me? Go for it!” But maybe my body-language interpretation is
just a little more dramatic than most.
Anyway, the thumbs-up was all we needed to put us into
stalk mode. The goat was laying down on a ridge, maybe 200
feet above a small cliff, all of which was 700 yards from us. We
needed to get closer. In an effort to minimize attention to ourselves, Ryan and I planned to stalk in closer while Mitch would
stay put and keep eyes on the goat. Quintin was already headed
back our way, but we weren’t waiting.
I started creeping down the shale toward the goat, with
Ryan behind me. It was a steep, rocky descent, with no cover so
we went slowly and silently. Soon we were at the small grassy
outcropping perfect for two guys to lay out in prone position. I
quickly got my rifle settled on my pack and my body positioned
while Ryan got set up with a glass and a rangefinder. 450 yards.
I tried to get my breathing under control as the goat sat staring
at Ryan and me. At that point I felt certain he was going to
stand and start his exit any second.
Well, I was wrong. We laid there, watching him for five to 10
minutes. He just kept chewing his cud and staring at us, giving
me plenty of time to calm down. Yet, daylight was running out,
so after 10 minutes of nothing, I whistled. Still nothing – he
didn’t care. Then Ryan tried whistling – nope, nothing.

Outfitter SPOTLIGHT
Gundahoo River
Outfitters
Owners: Quintin Thompson
Location: Rocky Mountains, BC
Species:
Stone’s Sheep, Canadian Moose,
Mountain Caribou, and
Mountain Goat.
Mail:
Phone:
Email:
Web:

Box 2941, Rocky Mountain House,
Alberta T4T 1P2 Canada
1-866-476-4868
info@gundahoo.com
www.gundahoo.com
MOUNTAIN HUNTER • WINTER 2022

MHWinter-2022_v03.indd 45

| 45

2021-12-15 3:07 PM

Mitch and Quintin had witnessed our failed attempts to
get him to rise, and suddenly I heard a wolf howl come from
Quintin. Here we go, I thought to myself – but nope. Billy was
still just laying there. A few more wolf howls later, still nothing!
Eventually, we all quieted down again and continued
watching. He wasn’t the least bit worried about us. Finally, after
20 or 30 more minutes, he slowly stood and gave a big stretch.
Unfortunately, he was still facing us dead on. Finally, he turned
up the hill and wasn’t broadside for more than a second before
I squeezed off the shot. It was perfect, just back of the shoulder.
He scrambled up the hill about 15 feet, then turned to give me
another broadside presentation, this time on the other side of
his body. I squeezed off a second shot; again, right behind the
shoulder. After one or two stumble-steps, he tipped completely
over backwards, slid a few feet, and came to rest. Wow.
Some high fives and congrats with Ryan, and a little celebratory holler from Mitch and Quintin up the hill. We gathered
our packs and headed over. My eyes were glued to the goat the
whole time, and suddenly I saw that he was having a nerve
spasm, one of his front legs rapidly fluttering back and forth.
The movement, combined with the steep slope he was on,
started him sliding down the hill, then rolling end over end
down the grassy shale, again, and again. Finally, just before he
was about to plunge off the edge, he caught on a boulder the
size of a microwave. Miraculously, he came to a stop literally
just a few feet above a cliff that surely would have done irreparable damage. What a stroke of luck!
We made it over to the goat and admired his beauty. They
truly are amazing animals, such strength and grit. After more
celebratory handshakes and photos, we got to work. Daylight
was fading fast, and we still had three-to-four hours of hiking
ahead, plus another three-to-four hours on horseback.
Eventually the goat was broken down and loaded into
packs. It was a tough climb with fully loaded packs, and even
tougher yet was descending the saddle we had climbed a couple hours earlier. Going down is always harder than going up,
but that proved even truer when we each had an extra 50-plus
pounds on our backs.
After some careful and calculated footwork, we finally made
it down the steep cliff face, just in time for daylight to fade. We
pulled out our headlamps, took a drink of water, and headed
down the valley. Several kilometers later, which also included
no fewer than three waterfalls that were descended in the dark,
we reached the horses.
It was a long and tedious journey, but I don’t think I stopped
smiling once. It’s funny how what would normally be a grueling and loathsome journey can also be such an enjoyable and
exhilarating experience depending on the circumstances. We
hiked and descended in total darkness, and nearly total silence, for three hours before finally reaching the horses. Upon
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arrival, I noticed that I was the only one still sporting a smile.
As we sat on the ground, soaked to the bone in our own sweat,
I looked at my friends and saw the exhaustion plain as day on
their faces. We were beat up, bloodied, and sore. Mitch looked
the best, probably riding an adrenaline rush the nearest to my
own. Quintin was exhausted but managing, also very thrilled
with the hunt. Ryan was in tough shape, plagued by an aching
knee, amongst other body parts, and was completely spent.
Unfortunately, we weren’t finished yet.
We ate what food we had left, then put on our rain gear, and
endured a very wet ride home in the dark.
Eventually we made it back, somewhere around 1 or 2 a.m.
Our wrangler Eric had long since gone to sleep. We haphazardly
unloaded the horses and removed saddles before dragging our
sorry asses into the cabin. To our utmost delight, Eric had made
supper for us many hours earlier. A quick reheat on the stove
and we had ourselves the most delicious meal of the trip. Mind
you, at that point we could have eaten warm dog food and would
have been thrilled. It wasn’t long after we finished our last bites
that all four of us very tired men had completely passed out.
Day eight was a lazy one. Spirits were high, as a good night’s
sleep had revived everyone, and we rode the second wind of the
previous day’s successful adventure. Lots of coffee and stories
went around while we worked at camp; it was a great day. We
caped the hide and cleaned up the skull, amongst many other
camp chores and cleaning tasks.
Word was sent back to the lodge that all tags were filled,
and it was tentatively arranged that Quintin’s dad, Art, would
start making laps the next day with his Husky A-1B bush plane,
pending good weather.
Day nine arrived with mediocre but flyable weather and
Art started moving meat, capes, skulls, and heavy camp gear
back to the main lodge. When not hauling loads to the runway,
we worked to pack up camp and prepare the cabin to survive
another long winter. By the end of the day, we were pretty well
ready to depart.
One more good night’s sleep later and we were up bright
and early on day 10, packing and loading horses. It was an uneventful ride slogging through the valleys, nonstop all the way
back to the main lodge. Around 6 p.m. we finally rode in to the
picturesque Gundahoo headquarters. After unloading horses
and unpacking boxes, we finally settled down to a delicious
home cooked meal with the Thompson clan, including Art,
Quintin, Hailey, Eric, and Quintin’s sons. We were also joined
by Eric’s parents, who had arrived to take him back home as
the season was officially over with our return.
On the 11th day we departed Gundahoo for the 14-hour drive
back to Rocky. Although a LONG haul, Mitch and I were still on
cloud nine and easily killed the hours retelling the stories of
our grand adventure.
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REFLECTIONS
& MEMORIES

by Stan Jensen

N

ow that the Canadian border has opened to fully-vaccinated American citizens, I can’t help but reflect back
on my hunts to Canada over the years, British Columbia in
particular! My first big-game adventure ever was a trip to
northern B.C. in 1979 on a moose hunt. As the memories come
flooding back, I wonder how our group would have reacted to
the COVID restrictions we’ve endured the past couple years.
It certainly would have been different than it has been now.
And I can’t help but wonder if we would have continued in
our passions as travelling hunters, or if we would have been
paranoid, cancelled our hunts, and found other interests. Like
most reading this story, I’ve had hunts in Canada postponed.
And I’m probably like the rest of you - I cannot wait for the
makeup dates to roll around here on the calendar. I’ve suffered
the disappointment of postponed hunts, but my troubles are
minor compared to our outfitter and guide friends who have
had their total livelihoods halted. To them I say, “Stay the
course, guys and gals! We’re coming back! We’ve missed you as
much as you have missed us.”
It’s always been more than pulling a trigger or making
a trip to the taxidermist for me. Reflecting back, I can’t help
but remember the great folks I’ve met along the way in British
Columbia, the Northwest Territories, and Nunavut. I apologize
to you great people in the Yukon, I have not been to your territory, but it’s not over yet! The scenery I’ve seen, the variety of
wild game, the fickle weather at times, and the harsh terrain
have all added to some memorable stories. I’ve written short
stories on nearly all my hunting trips so that family and friends
could get a taste of what the trip was like. And selfishly, they
have served as a hard copy for me. I just don’t want to forget
any of the details.
The best day of the year is when a new copy of Mountain
Hunter magazine is in the mailbox! The Guide Outfitters
Association of British Columbia is a great organization promoting our conservation efforts, game management, fair chase,
dependable professional outfitters, and dream hunts of several
lifetimes for most of us. I love reading about others’ adventures,
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successes, and failures. It’s fun to put yourself in the shoes of
the person writing about his or her hunting adventure.
My memories of British Columbia started in 1979 with a
10-day moose hunt on horseback with Norman “Red” Sorensen
and his wife Agnes. She picked a couple of us up in Ft. Nelson
and we drove up the Alaska Highway to Mile 442. The mountain scenery was unbelievable. And the desolate beauty is still
seared into my memory. The price was $1,500 US! And still, I
wasn’t sure how I’d ever pay for the hunt, the airfare, etc. Herby
Hast, his dad, Herb Hast Senior, Harlow Leeper and I had the
time of our lives. We saw wolverines, grizzly bears, mountain
caribou, and of course, moose. All in our group took nice bulls.
Harlow and I are the only ones left now. But the memories will
last forever. I have since bought and read the book, “The Man
Called Red.” It’s an autobiography about that legendary guide
and outfitter of Northern British Columbia - a very good read!
I came back to Colorado with a new outlook and promptly
started hunting here in my home state. Unfortunately, a nasty
knee issue ended my hunting days for many years. Fast forward
to 2001 when I got a replacement. Eventually, it healed, and I
got the bug to go to the North again. This time I travelled to
the Northwest Territories on a Central Barren Ground caribou
hunt with Rabesca Resources. In 2004, this was a two-bull area!
And now the herds have plummeted and there is no caribou
hunting there at all. It was a thrill to ride in a float plane for the
first time, a Twin Otter from Yellowknife on the shore of Great
Slave Lake. I remember my guide Frankie, telling me stories of
his dislike for snowmobiles and chain saws. After I had asked,
“why?” he explained that he thought his people were getting fat
and lazy. In the old days, they came north hunting on dogsled
and at home in Yellowknife, they cut firewood with a saw and
an axe. And another time, we were glassing for hours looking
for caribou. He looked over at me and asked me, “Are you guys
ever going to catch Bin Laden?” With his insight, I was pretty
sure that Frankie and his people were the smartest folks in
camp, and maybe I was the so called “indigent” guy. Sitting
around a little fire in their teepee, listening to them tell stories
of their people hunting and fishing for existence was almost
spiritual. Remembering the sound of the guides shooting flares
into the night to scare away a grizzly who kept bugging us and
stealing our meat. Who gets to do this? Memories...I wouldn’t
trade mine for any amount of money. All of us filled our caribou
tags, and the shoulder mounts in my basement are forever reminders of the people I got to meet on that trip.
My next trip to Canada was for a black bear hunt on
Vancouver Island. I had been told by some Michigan hunters
in caribou camp that I would be well served by Glen and
Shannon Venus and Brian Swift on the island. That was an
understatement! They had a very comfortable lodge to stay in,
the guides were very personable, and Shannon’s meals were
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like Thanksgiving Day every day! And the bears! We saw a lot
of bears! My guide, Keith Harvey, was savvy about hunting
these critters, and the woods in general. While cruising the
abandoned logging roads glassing for bears, it was interesting
for both of us to share our life stories with each other. My lifesize mount is a constant reminder of the fun I had with Trophy
West Outfitters. I saw Glen and Shannon a few years later at the
Dallas Safari Club show and enjoyed rekindling our friendship.
I remember the unbelievable scenery in that part of British
Columbia. I took so many pictures – I made great memories
here and didn’t want any of that trip to fade away.
Another adventure to British Columbia was in 2010 to
Southeast B.C. to hunt mountain goats in the Kootenay
Mountains east of Cranbrook. I wanted a long-haired billy
so I booked a hunt in late October with Oz and Tim Faiers. I
probably could have lived long enough to draw a tag here in
Colorado but my time clock was ticking. And hunting at 7,000
feet elevation sounded a lot more fun than hunting at 14,000
feet! It was still a nasty experience trying to stay upright on
steep slopes with 8 inches of wet, slippery snow on the rocks.
Somehow, some way, my guide Jordie figured out a way for us
to take a nice long-haired goat. I’ll not soon forget the bruises
I brought home after falling on the slick slopes many times!
One of my favorite memories of sitting around the cabin at
night was the delicious homemade dinner rolls that Tim’s
mom sent to camp. They were so good you didn’t need to put a
thing on them, just reach in, grab some, and eat as many as you
could! The guides, Jordie, Jesse and Tim, all had some tales to
share. One in particular was a story Jordie shared about being
charged and run over by a sow grizzly a couple weeks before I
got there. Jordie finally got his hunter’s gun off safety, a round
in the chamber, and stopped the bear before it could come
back and get them for good! Being a hockey fan, it was fun to
hear camp cook, Gordon, tell of his professional playing days
in the Western Hockey Association. And how could I forget my
cabin mate, Claude, from Quebec City? He owned a pharmacy
and had some meds that sure helped the aches and pains after
a day climbing and falling on the slick mountains! The mountains aren’t as high as ours, but they are just as steep and just as
slick when covered with snow! We would come back to camp
each night soaking wet and cold. In that state, there is nothing
better than walking into a cabin with a nice hot fire burning in
the wood stove. I’ll never forget how good that heat felt on a
damp, tired, and sore body!
One interesting trip to British Columbia did not involve
taking a firearm with me. I flew to Victoria on Vancouver Island
to attend the annual fundraiser that the GOABC puts on each
spring. I can tell you, that was a fun trip unto itself. Gather a
bunch of outfitters from the bush, bring them into town, and
get ready to have some fun! The Fairmont Empress hotel was
a great place to stay for a few days. The auction raised funds
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for the association and the live band really gave the evening a
charge! I would recommend this to anyone looking for a nice
getaway weekend in early spring when there is nothing else
going on!
While in Victoria, I bought a winter wolf hunt from Christina
Falls Outfitters with Steve and Tammy Fiarchuk. It took place
the last week of February and it was brutally cold. We saw minus 40 ˚F several times on this trip. Several other things come
to mind about this trip that I’ll not forget. Obviously, the bitter
cold was foremost, but needing ice cubes at night we would
hustle outside and break icicles off the roof and use them in our
adult beverages. My first-ever ride on a snow machine was 45
miles across the ice on Williston Lake from Hudson’s Hope to
the cabins. We actually hunted the area of Dennis and Debbie
Beattie, Tammy’s parents. There was so much snow in Steve’s
area that all the game had migrated lower to Dennis’ area. We
saw plenty of evidence of the wolves having their way with the
elk, but we could not connect. Nevertheless, I had a great time
with these Canadians. With this bitter cold, one luxury sticks
in my mind. Imagine minus 35 or 40 – pick a number – and
tromping to an outhouse in super windy conditions! The luxury
was a 1-inch-thick piece of blue Styrofoam on top of the seat
with an appropriate hole cut in a strategic position. As soon as
skin touched the Styrofoam, it was instant warmth! It seemed
to me to be the best use of a piece of Styrofoam ever! Again, this
hunt was more than pulling a trigger. I had a great adventure
in British Columbia in the winter and got to experience some
great, hardworking folks at home in their elements. When I
flew out of Fort St. John back to Vancouver on my way home
it was minus 40 ˚C. I can tell you, that kind of cold hurts your
face if you are uncovered. The air crew warmed up the jet for
45 minutes before they allowed us on board, and you could still
see your breath inside the cabin as we loaded the plane!

wolves or grizzlies. Another day we saw a fox trap made from
rocks piled like a barrel. The Inuit would throw a fish or two
inside and then the fox would climb in for a meal and could
not get out! I learned about inukshuks and saw a couple on
the tundra while hunting. These are man-made landmarks to
offer direction to travelers and hunters. While I was in camp, I
bought a winter-white fox pelt from one of the other guides. It
is so soft and beautiful. Again, it serves as a reminder of a great
adventure in another land.
British Columbia, Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and
Yukon Territories are some of the wildest, unspoiled places left
on earth! In my travels, I have met some of the hardest-working, fun, down-to-earth folks imaginable. It has been an honor
to visit your hunting camps and I hope I can find a way back up
there again sometime soon.
Thankfully, COVID is slowly releasing its putrid grip on our
lives. For all my Canadian friends, I hope we have a clear path
to some kind of normalcy going forward. We do not need any
hiccups! And to those of you who have not had the pleasure
to hunt, fish, or travel to these great provinces and territories,
I hope you will get a chance to have as much great adventure
north of our border as I have. I promise, you will not regret
the experiences as you create your own great memories! These
guides and outfitters need us now. And we need them more
than ever as well to escape the craziness that is our world
these days.

Safe travels, and happy hunting!

Each time I get to go to the North, it seems like a bit of me
stays up there. In 2014, I travelled to Cambridge Bay, Nunavut
to hunt muskox. It’s hard to fly in four airplanes for seven hours
and never leave the time zone but that’s exactly how it was
getting to Fred Hamilton’s hunting camp west of Cambridge
Bay. It is so far north that the lakes don’t thaw for fishing until
sometime in July. The charm in this trip was hunting with some
guys who had never seen a tree! Obviously, they do not grow
that far north because of the short growing season and the
bitter winters. The memories of this adventure? Imagine hiking
across the tundra with an Inuit and coming upon some relics
from generations ago. The guide, David and I came across a circle of flat rocks obviously placed there by humans. I questioned
David and he explained that his ancestors had placed those
flat rocks there to lay meat on to dry after a summer hunt. Or
another time we came across a huge pile of rocks; again, obviously placed there by someone. This was a food cache made
to safely store meat for travelers and hopefully away from
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WE HUNT: Stone Sheep, Moose, Goat, Caribou, Elk, Black Bear & Wolf
WE FISH: Lake Trout, Bull Trout, Arctic Grayling, Dolly Varden,
Northern Pike, Rainbow Trout & White Fish

Darwin & Wendy Cary

5615 Deadpine Dr, Kelowna, BC V1P 1A3
Tel: (250) 491-1885 | Cell: (250) 859 4327
Email: info@scooplake.com | www.scooplake.com
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Miller’s Outdoors Ltd.
Big Game Guide Outfitters
Northwest BC

Specializing in Coastal Mountain Goat & Black Bear Hunts

Scott & Kayla Miller
millersoutdoors@yahoo.com
1-250-570-2505 -Scott
1-250-640-5510 -Kayla
MillersHuntingOutdoors

millershuntingoutdoors.com
Now Offering Freshwater Fishing for Lake,
Rainbow and Bull Trout, Dolly Varden & Burbot

Bowron River Guiding
Family owned and operated since 1964
Moose and Black Bear

Scott and Lynn Pichette
PO Box 140, Willow River, BC, Canada V0J 3C0
 250-963-9612
 778-349-2326  brgmoose@telus.net

MooseHuntingInBC.com
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Shiras Moose
Highest Shiras Moose
quota in the world!!
All 1-on-1 Shiras moose hunts
100% since 2014!
Ask for our reference list.
covertoutfitting@yahoo.com
 250.469.3648

Moose/Mule

Deer Combo

covertoutfitting.com
MHWinter-2022_v03.indd 57
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Northwest

BIG GAME
OUTFITTERS
In business since 1966

Black Bear
Moose
Sheep
Mountain Goat
Jack Goodwin
Box 344, Mile 5 Atlin Highway
Atlin, BC Canada V0W 1A0
 (250) 651-7766
 nbgohunt@gmail.com

bcbiggamehunting.com
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A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE
Michael Sabbeth is a lawyer, author and
consultant in Denver, Colorado. See his book
The Good, The Bad & The Difference: How to
Talk with Children About Values. Available at
Amazon.com http://tinyurl.com/c5flmmu Now
available as a Kindle EBook. He is currently
completing a book for young hunters titled The
Path of the Honorable Hunter: How To Honorably & Persuasively Defend & Promote Hunting.

HARVEST VERSUS KILL
WORDS CAN HELP OR HURT HUNTING

of that accusation is that, morally, the elk is not different from
your child.

I begin with two questions. 1. When hunters describe taking
wild game, which word best serves the hunting community:
“kill” or “harvest”? 2. Will selecting one word over the other
reduce the intensity of anti-hunting rhetoric?

An accuser who calls a hunter a killer or a murderer does
not want to engage in a reasonable search for truth or moral
trade-offs. The accuser wants to shut you up. The accusation is
a strategy to dominate you and to announce moral superiority.

Words matter. Words have power. Words convey confidence, weakness, and values. Words affect persuasion. George
Orwell wrote, “Words control the language, and the person
who controls the language controls the argument, and the
person who controls the argument wins.”

The irony is that the person who accuses the hunter of being
a killer is not opposed to killing at all. They have their hamburgers, Thanksgiving turkey, and BBQ. They are only selectively
opposed to killing—against certain people and certain animals
under certain circumstances. This opposition to hunting is not
based on moral principle. It is based on moral smugness and,
often, a willful ignorance. And, unlike hunters, these attackers
don’t have the will or the courage to do their killing themselves.
They outsource their killing to ranchers and farmers.

Harvesting. We harvest trees, wheat, timber, and corn. The
word harvest indicates the action is for human consumption
and will benefit humans. Therefore, one can logically and
ethically argue that the hunter harvested an animal. I suggest,
however, “harvest” has other meanings, and those meanings
undermine hunters and hunting. To say a hunter harvested a
deer implies the deer, a living animal, is no different from a stalk
of corn. That the deer and the corn are morally equivalent. That
equivalence devalues the once-living animal. The word “harvest” is a euphemism that denies reality. A living animal has
died. The refusal to acknowledge that reality seems defensive
and apologetic. The denial of reality shows a lack of confidence
in the morality of hunting. The hunter seems intimidated. This
is not a strong position from which to defend hunting.
Kill. We know the meaning of “kill.” The life of something
living was intentionally or recklessly ended. We kill mice, mosquitoes, flies, and enemies. To say a hunter killed an animal
affirms reality. The statement is confident in accepting moral
responsibility. The word “kill” avoids a euphemism that devalues the animal.
Another aspect of the “harvest” versus “kill” issue arises.
Hunters are attacked as “murderers” and “killers,” both of which
are powerful accusations. Here, again, we see an example of
moral perversion. By using the words “killer” or “murderer,”
the accuser is creating a moral equivalence between an elk, for
example, and your child, parent, or friend. The logical inference
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One point I emphasize above all others. When hunters
show a lack of confidence in their words, they show weakness,
triggering the most fundamental law of human nature: weakness invites aggression. Weakness ensures that the attacks on
hunting will continue and probably escalate. Hunters intending to use words that do not offend are acting defensively. The
anti-hunter will never scream out, “You are a harvester! How
can you harvest those beautiful animals?” They will call you
killers. Thus, we must develop the confidence to use the words
that reflect reality.
Which is the better word to use? You have read my arguments, and the decision is up to you. However, I am certain
that using “harvest” as a substitute for “kill” will not lead to
greater acceptance of, or respect for, hunters and hunting.
Appeasement never succeeds.
Michael Sabbeth is the author of the new book, The
Honorable Hunter: How To Honorably & Persuasively Defend
& Promote Hunting.
Search for The
Honorable Hunter
on Amazon, or scan
one of these links:
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WHY BC?
Offering 18 of the 30 big-game-hunting
species, British Columbia (BC) is a
province rich in wildlife, wilderness, and
outdoor adventures. From mountain
tops to valley bottoms, river edges and
lakes, to grasslands and forests, BC has
it all. If it’s far off the beaten path you
want to go, there is nobody better than
a BC outfitter to safely take you there.
Your expedition is guaranteed to be
unique and unforgettable.

DIVERSITY
Not only is the diversity of the natural landscape
unique to British Columbia, but its diversity of
species also sets it apart as a premier hunting
destination in North America. BC is unique because
it is home to healthy wildlife populations, including
18 of the 30 North American big-game species.
Specifically, the province is home to all major
species of North American ungulates (moose, deer,
and elk), four species of sheep, and all species
of large carnivores. Several said species are only
otherwise found in parts of Canada’s territories and
Alaska, making BC particularly desirable for hunters
seeking to encounter a specific big-game species.

62 |

WELL-MANAGED RESOURCES
BC’s big-game species are huntable due to effective
science-based wildlife management. To legally hunt in
the province, all non-residents must employ a licensed
guide outfitter to guide them on their hunt. This
ensures adherence to government regulations and
the highest standards of respect for the wild places
and wild things. Guide outfitters in BC are tied to their
areas. They are deeply invested in the land and know
their territory well, which means that resources are
properly respected and managed – and hunters have
a good chance for success.

A HIGH-QUALITY EXPEDITION
British Columbia is easy to get to, English-speaking,
has a predictable currency, and is politically stable.
BC outfitters are internationally known for providing
a safe, enjoyable, and professionally, conducted
adventure. They offer a wide variety of trip options
to entice hunters of all ages and skill levels and are
available in all regions of the province to provide their
guests with an unparalleled and fully-customizable
wilderness adventure for every dream and budget.
Package options range from raw to cultured, from
remote fly-in camps, lodging in wall or pack tents
tucked amongst the trees, to well-appointed lodges, to
camps accommodating differently-abled hunters and
more. Regardless of experience or skill level, a highquality wilderness experience awaits.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE
BACKCOUNTRY EXPERIENCE
Come experience wild and beautiful British Columbia
in a profoundly personal and emotional manner.
The province is known for its unique, varied, and
breathtaking terrain – spectacular mountains and
valleys, and pristine lakes and rivers. It is one of
the few places in the world where there continues
to be kilometers and kilometers of raw, untouched
wilderness – you only need someone who can get
you there.
Hunters take advantage of an exciting variety
of experiences in transportation and amenities
depending on their preferences and the services
offered by individual outfitters. They have the option
to immerse themselves in the wilderness, traveling
either by foot or horseback, camping out in rustic
cabins or tents in a plethora of different – and, in
some cases – uniquely challenging terrain. Or they
may choose to take advantage of more modern
amenities such as travel by plane, truck, or ATV and
conclude their day of hunting by lodging in modern
cabins with many comforts and amenities.

FAIR CHASE
Here in BC hunting standards are committed to Fair
Chase, defined as, “the ethical sportsmanlike, and
lawful pursuit and taking of any free-ranging wild,
big game animal in a manner that does not give the
hunter an improper or unfair advantage over the
game animals.”
When clients come to hunt in BC, they know they will
embark upon an authentic test of their skill against
nature. Most often, the instincts and abilities of the
wildlife pursued will far outsmart them, and hunters
will find themselves more challenged by the game
and unforgiving terrain than they’ve ever been before.
Many hunters say the experience changes their lives.
It’s the exhilaration of engaging in this calibre of
natural, biological challenge that brings sportspeople
back time and time again.

The measure of a
hunt is the measure
of ourselves.

TAKE A LOOK
SEARCH OUR GUIDE OUTFITTERS ONLINE AT
WWW.GOABC.ORG OR SCAN THE CODE TO BE
TAKEN DIRECTLY TO OUR ONLINE DIRECTORY
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ABBREVIATIONS
AG
AYM
BI
BB
BOB

Angler Outfitters

CABS

CA Bighorn Sheep

GB

Grizzly Bear

RME

Rocky Mtn Elk

WTD

Whitetail Deer

Alaska-Yukon Moose

CM

Canada Moose

LY

Lynx

RE

Roosevelt Elk

WO

Wolf

Bison

CB

Caribou

MG

Mountain Goat

SM

Shiras Moose

WV

Wolverine

Black Bear

CO

Cougar

MD

Mule Deer

SS

Stone Sheep

Bobcat

DS

Dall Sheep

Rocky Mtn Bighorn Sheep

TU

Turkey

RMBS

REGION 1 & 2 • VANCOUVER ISLAND & LOWER MAINLAND
Vancouver Island’s stunning geography is the backdrop for a wide variety of wilderness adventures.
The Island’s wildlife population may best be summed up as “bears, bears, and more bears.” The black
bear concentration on the Island is second to none in the world, and guide outfitters regularly assist
their hunters in finding Boone and Crockett bears. Some guide outfitters offer great opportunities
to harvest the majestic Roosevelt elk and/or mountain goats. Hunting the Coastal Mountains within
eyesight of the Pacific Ocean is always a thrilling experience.

ACM OUTFITTERS LTD.

Clayton Braaksma
#59–13260 236 Street,
Maple Ridge, BC, V4R 0G6
T: 604-290-2589
clayton@acmoutfitters.com
www.acmoutfitters.com
BB, BOB, CO, MD, WTD

COASTAL INLET
ADVENTURES INC.

Brad Lister
2678 Weldwood Road,
Powell River, BC, V8A 0L4
T: 604-487-0682 | C: 250-701-2021
info@coastalinletadventures.com
www.coastalinletadventures.com
BB, BOB, CO, MG, RME, WTD, WO

CRESCENT SPORTFISHING

Josh Carlson
30455 Burgess Avenue,
Abbotsford, BC, V4X 2A6
T: 604-835-1940
josh@fraserriverguiding.com
www.fraserriverguiding.com
AG

GREAT RIVER FISHING
ADVENTURES

Dean Werk
9839 Candow Street,
Chilliwack, BC, V2P 4K5
T: 604-792-3544 | C: 604-991-3474
F: 604-792-3543
info@greatriverfishing.com
www.greatriverfishing.com
AG

KENZIE’S FISHING
ADVENTURES

Kenzie Cuthbert
PO Box 1342, 7461 Hudgrove Rd,
Lake Cowichan, BC, V0R 2G0
T: 250-701-3670 | C: 250-715-6298
info@kenzies.com
www.kenzies.com
AG

MILLIGAN
OUTFITTING

Bob Milligan
PO Box 1069,
Penticton, BC, V2A 6J9
T: 250-631-7100
bob@milliganoutfitting.com
www.milliganoutfitting.com
AG

PACIFC BEAR
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Devin Jewell
PO Box 1202,
Salmon Arm, BC, V1E 4P3
T: 250-253-1235
hunts@pacificbearoutfitters.com
www.pacificbearoutfitters.com
BB, BOB, CO, MD, WTD

PACIFIC WOODS GUIDE
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Ted Chappell
2719 Ritten Road,
Nanaimo, BC, V9X 1W4
T: 250-755-5702
tedchappell@shaw.ca
BB, CO, RME, WTD

VANCOUVER ISLAND GUIDE
OUTFITTERS INC.

Darren DeLuca
Box 1062, Station A,
Port Alberni, BC, V9Y 7L9
T: 250-724-1533 | F: 250-724-1533
dfdeluca@shaw.ca
www.vancouverislandguideoutfitters.com
BB, CO, MD, RE, WTD

LAST FRONTIER HUNTING
COMPANY LTD.

Logan Hodson
PO Box 486,
Hudson’s Hope, BC, V0C 1V0
T: 250-643-4177
lastfrontierhunting@gmail.com
www.lastfrontierhunting.com
BB, CM, MG
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REGION 3 • THOMPSON
Pristine timberlands, cascading waterfalls and snowcapped mountains welcome you to the region
known as the Thompson. The region provides unlimited outdoor activity possibilities. These include
heli-skiing and heli-hiking, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling, whitewater rafting, canoeing,
camping and back-packing, to name just a few. The Thompson draws visitors from around the world
to appreciate the region’s spectacular scenery and experience its exceptional wilderness. The region
is dominated by vast plateaus and rolling hills with sweeping timberlands and numerous fishing
lakes.
ADAMS LAKE OUTFITTERS

Kashtin Mair
1940 3rd Avenue SE,
Salmon Arm, BC, V1E 1V1
T: 250-804-8651
kashtin_k2@hotmail.com
BB, CM, CO, MG, WTD, WO

AMBLER’S BIGHORN
COUNTRY GUIDING

Bruce Ambler
Box 521,
Clinton, BC, V0K 1K0
T: 250-459-2367 | F: 250-459-2367
amblersbighornguiding@gmail.com
www.amblersbighornguiding.com
BB, BOB, CABS, CM, CO, LY, MG, MD,
WTD

ARCADIA OUTFITTING LTD

COVERT OUTFITTING

Ben Stourac
28-3359 Cougar Road,
Westbank, BC, V4T 3G1
T: 403-763-8553
info@arcadiaoutfitting.com
www.arcadiaoutfitting.com
BB, BOB, CABS, CM, CO, LY, WTD, WO

Kiff Covert
PO Box 129,
Boston Bar, BC, V0K 1C0
T: 250-469-3648
covertoutfitting@yahoo.com
www.covertoutfitting.com
AG, BB, CM, CO, MG, WTD, WO,

BC TROPHY MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

HIGH CALIBER
ADVENTURES LTD.

Kevan Bracewell
PO Box 1419, Lillooet, BC, V0K 1V0
T: 800-215-0913 | F: 250-984-7538
info@bctrophymountainoutfitters.com
www.bctrophymountainoutfitters.com
BB, BOB, CABS, CM, CO, LY, MG, MD,
WTD, WO, WV

Jamie Reynolds
6110 Mountain View Road,
Agassiz, BC, VOM 1A4
T: 604-819-2016
highcaliber@shaw.ca
www.highcaliberbc.ca
BB, MG, WTD, WO

TK’EMPLUPS INDIAN BAND

Barry Bennett
200-330 Chief Alex Thomas Hwy,
Kamloops, BC, V2H 1H1
T: 250-314-1563 | C: 250-851-1637
F: 250-314-1586
bbennett@kib.ca
www.kib.ca
BOB, CABS, CO, LY

TO THE MAX OUTFITTERS

Paul Michel
Box 1799,
Summerland, BC, V0H 1Z0
T: 250-494-4052
ttmoutfitter@icloud.com
BC, CO, LY, MD, SM, WTD, WO

REGION 4 • KOOTENAY

The Kootenay region is in the south-eastern corner of the province, bordering Alberta to the east, and
the U.S. to the south. It is nestled in the Rocky Mountains and is renowned for its high concentration
and variety of big game species. Game in this region includes elk, mountain goat, bighorn sheep,
black bear, mule deer, whitetail deer, Shiras moose, and cougar.

A BAR Z OUTFITTERS LTD.

Brent DuBois
7951 Red Rock Road,
Invermere, BC, V0A 1K5
T: 250-342-1340
brent@abarzoutfitters.com
www.abarzoutfitters.com
BB, MG, MD, RME, SM, WO
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BALDY MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

Riley Leuenberger
Box 425,
Jaffray, BC, V0B 1T0
T: 250-919-3197
info@baldymountain.com
www.baldymountain.com
BB, BOB, CO, LY, MG, MD, RME, RMBS,
SM, WTD, WO

BEAVERFOOT OUTFITTING

Troy Wolfenden
Box 2445,
Golden, BC, V0A 1H0
T: 250-344-8419 | C: 250-348-2330
F: 250-348-2330
info@beaverfootoutfitting.com
www.beaverfootoutfitting.com
BB, MG, MD, RME, SM, WTD, WO

BOW RIVER GUIDING
COMPANY

Brian Larsen
740 Hartley Creek Road,
Fernie, BC, V0B 1M5
T: 250-423-5887
blarsen@toughcountry.net
www.bowriverguidingcompany.com
BB, MG, MD, RME, RMBS, SM, WTD, WO

AG • Angler Outfitters | AYM • Alaska-Yukon Moose | BB • Black Bear | BI • Bison | BOB • Bobcat | CABS • CA Bighorn Sheep | CB • Caribou | CM • Canada Moose
CO • Cougar | DS • Dall Sheep | GB • Grizzly Bear | LY • Lynx | MD • Mule Deer | MG • Mountain Goat | RE • Roosevelt Elk | RMBS • Rocky Mtn Bighorn Sheep
RME • Rocky Mtn Elk | SM • Shiras Moose | SS • Stone Sheep | TK • Turkey | WO • Wolf | WTD • Whitetail Deer | WV • Wolverine
|
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BUGLE BASIN OUTFITTERS LTD.

GRIZZLY BASIN OUTFITTERS

REVOLUTIONS ADVENTURES

Alex Smutny
1960 Wilson Road,
Cranbrook, BC, V1C 7H4
T: 250-426-8099
info@buglebasin.ca
www.buglebasin.ca
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, MG, RME, RMBS,
WTD, WO, WV

Travis Crabbe
Box 242,
Jaffray, BC, V0B 1T0
T: 250-429-3943 | C: 250-417-6696
info@grizzlybasin.com
www.grizzlybasin.com
BB, BOB, CO, MG, MD, RME, RMBS, SM,
TK, WTD, WO, WV

Cameron Mclellan
1225 B 7th Avenue,
Invermere, BC, V0A 1K0
T: 250-688-7616
info@revolutionsgear.com
www.revolutionsgear.com
AG

CONQUEST GUIDES

HEIGHT OF THE ROCKIES
(2014) ADVENTURE CO.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
OUTFITTER & GUIDES

Charles Grimsley
PO Box 490,
Fernie, BC, V0B 1M0
T: 205-344-2345
charley@charleygrimsley.com
BB, BOB, CO, LY, RME, WTD

ELK VALLEY BIGHORN
OUTFITTERS

Sam Medcalf
PO Box 342,
Sparwood, BC, V0B 2G0
T: 250-435-5531
sam@elkvalleybighorn.ca
www.elkvalleybighorn.ca
BB, BOB, CO, LY, MG, RME, RMBS, SM

FINDLAY CREEK OUTFITTERS

Warren Bryanton
600 Bailey Road,
Chase, BC V0E 1M1
T: 780-621-8355
findlaycreekoutfitters@gmail.com
BB, CO, MD, MG, RME, SM, TK, WTD,
WO

FLATHEAD WILDERNESS
ADVENTURES

Domenic Ferrarelli
883 Waldo Road,
Baynes Lake, BC, V0B 1T4
T: 250-529-7660 | C: 250-423-1528
F: 250-529-7660
flatwildadv@telus.net
www.huntflatwild.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, RME, RMBS,
WTD, WO

GEMSTAR OUTFITTING

Brian Schuck
3066 Reeves Road,
Golden, BC, V0A 1H1
T: 250-344-0620
gemstaroutfit@gmail.com
gemstaroutfitting.googlepages.com
BB, CM, CO, MG, RME, WTD, WO

Bill Bennett
558 Celia Road,
Cranbrook, BC, V1C 6V9
T: 250-919-2255
kootenay.bill@gmail.com
www.moosegoatelkhuntingbc.com
BB, CO, MG, MD, RME, WTD, WO

KOOTENAY VALLEY
OUTFITTERS

Doug Goodwin
Box 157,
Edgewater, BC, V0A 1E0
T: 250-347-9048
degoodwin@mac.com
www.luxorcreek.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, MG, RME, RMBS,
WTD, WO

MONASHEE OUTFITTING LTD.

Brian Glaicar
Box 2827,
Revelstoke, BC, V0E 2S0
T: 250-837-5424 | C: 250-814-9131
brian@monasheeoutfitting.com
www.monasheeoutfitting.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, MG, WTD, WO, WV

PACKHORSE CREEK
OUTFITTERS LTD.

David Beranek
5779 Lower Elk Valley Road,
Sparwood, BC, V0B 2G3
T: 250-425-0711 | F: 250-425-0711
packhorsecrk@elkvalley.net
www.packhorsecreek.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, MG, MD, RMBS, WTD, WO

RAM CREEK OUTFITTERS

Steven Leuenberger
4604 Railway Road,
Wardner, BC, V0B 2J0
T: 250-429-3238 | C: 250-421-1914
hunting@ramcreek.ca
www.ramcreek.ca
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, MG, RME, RMBS,
WTD, WO

Marty Lightburn
Box 69,
Jaffray, BC, V0B 1T0
T: 250-429-3560 | C: 250-489-9058
F: 250-429-3487
rmho1998@gmail.com
www.rmho.ca
BB, BOB, CO, LY, MG, RME, RMBS, SM,
WTD, WO

SAWTOOTH
OUTFITTERS WEST

Ryan Berard
4083 Woods Road,
Kimberley, BC, V1A 3L4
T: 250-427-5852
bcelkguide@gmail.com
www.sawtoothbc.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, MG, MD, RME,
WTD, WO

SHADOW MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Tim Faiers
1712 Eastman Avenue,
Riondel, BC, V0B 2B0
T: 250-225-3551 | F: 250-225-3551
shadowmtguides@bluebell.ca
www.huntshadowmountainoutfitters.
com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, MG, RME, WTD, WO

TM OUTFITTING

Mike Tetreau
316 Partridge Road,
Salmon Arm, BC, V1E 3A4
T: 250-870-3021
hunt@tmoutfitting.com
www.tmoutfitting.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, RME, RMBS, WTD, WO,
WV

WHATSHAN GUIDES &
OUTFITTERS

Ken Robins
Box 443,
Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
T: 250-265-4539 | F: 250-265-4592
robins3@telus.net
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, MG, RME, WTD

WHITESWAN LAKE
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Darryl Sword & Joyce Sword
5227 Lower Elk Valley Road,
Sparwood, BC, V0B 2G3
T: 250-425-7003 | C: 250-910-0556
chickrhu@outlook.com
www.whiteswanlake.com
BB, BOB, CO, LY, MG, MD, RME, RMBS,
SM, WTD, WO

YAHK MOUNTAIN OUTFITTERS

Vince Mostyn
PO Box 239,
Jaffray, BC, V0B 1T0
T: 250-429-3846 | C: 250-421-3801
F: 250-429-3846
vmostyn@gmail.com
www.yahkmountainoutfitters.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, RME, WTD, WO

SILENT MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

Tom Kotlarz
4421 Fenwick Road,
Fort Steele, BC, V0B 1N0
T: 250-464-9565
silentmtn@gmail.com
www.silentmountain.ca
BB, BOB, CO, LY, MG, MD, RME, SM,
WTD, WO

AG • Angler Outfitters | AYM • Alaska-Yukon Moose | BB • Black Bear | BI • Bison | BOB • Bobcat | CABS • CA Bighorn Sheep | CB • Caribou | CM • Canada Moose
CO • Cougar | DS • Dall Sheep | GB • Grizzly Bear | LY • Lynx | MD • Mule Deer | MG • Mountain Goat | RE • Roosevelt Elk | RMBS • Rocky Mtn Bighorn Sheep
RME • Rocky Mtn Elk | SM • Shiras Moose | SS • Stone Sheep | TK • Turkey | WO • Wolf | WTD • Whitetail Deer | WV • Wolverine
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REGION 5 • CARIBOO CHILCOTIN
The Cariboo Chilcotin region is located approximately 150 air miles north of Vancouver and
encompasses the municipalities of Williams Lake, Quesnel, and 100 Mile House. Located within
this region’s boundaries are three of British Columbia’s preeminent parks: Bowron Lake, Wells Gray
and Tweedsmuir Park. The biogeoclimatic zones range from the heavily ridged, irregular Coast
mountains, to the Chilcotin Plateau consisting of dry, pine-forested areas spotted with spruce
swamps and wild meadow.
ALPHA DOG OUTDOORS INC.

Mike Hawkridge
768 Grevatt Road,
Baker Creek, BC, V2J 3H9
T: 250-983-8077
mike@bigcountryoutfitters.ca
www.alphadogoutdoors.ca
BB, CM, CO, RME, WTD, WO

AMBUSH OUTDOOR
ADVENTURES

Mark Cooper
Box 12 Site 2 RR2,
High River, AB, T1V 1N2
T: 403-993-8171
mark@ambushoutdooradventures.ca
www.ambushoutdooradventures.ca
BB, CB, CM, CO, WTD

BATNUNI LAKE GUIDES &
OUTFITTERS

CHILANKO FORKS OUTFITTERS KLUSKOIL ADVENTURES LTD

Allan Tew
Box 19,
Chilanko Forks, BC, V0L 1H0
T: 250-481-1158
hunt@chilankoforksoutfitters.com
www.chilankoforksoutfitters.com
BB, CM, CO, WTD, WO

LEHMAN CREEK OUTFITTERS
CHILCOTIN RIVER OUTFITTERS Eli Hatch

Nicholas Yarish
PO Box 896,
Fraser Lake, BC, V0J 1S0
T: 587-893-2042
chilcotinriveroutfitters@hotmail.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, WTD, WO, WV

CORKSCREW CREEK
ADVENTURES

Jim Linnell
8700 Hidden Vale Ranch Road,
Kamloops, BC, V2C 6W4
T: 1-877-228-6864 | F: 250-573-7545
info@batnunilake.com
www.batnunilake.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, RME, WTD

Tamara Lowrie
Box 3401,
Anahim Lake, BC, V0L 1C0
T: 250-742-3203
F: 250-742-3203
ptlowrie@gmail.com
BB, CB, CM, LY, WTD

BLACKWATER RIVER
OUTFITTERS LTD.

EUREKA PEAK LODGE &
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Hermann Skreinig
C/o #132 - 150 Chippewa Road,
Sherwood Park, AB, T8A 6A2
T: 43-676-5427456
office@buffalo_hill.at
www.buffalo-hill.at
BB, CM, RME

CARIBOO MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

Bradley Bowden
Box 4010, Quesnel, BC, V2J 3J2
T: 778-786-0847 | C: 250-991-9233
cmo@lincsat.com
www.quesnelbc.com
www.cariboomountain.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, MD, WTD, WO

CHEZACUT RANCH

Kevin Newberry
Box 289, Alexis Creek, BC, V0L 1A0
T: 250-469-9440
gatorcattle@gmail.com
BB, CB, CM, CO, WTD, WO
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Lee Daily
PO Box 155,
Chelan Falls, WA, United States, 98817
T: 206-255-1020
leedaily.llc@gmail.com
BB, CM

Stuart Maitland
PO Box 135,
Horsefly, BC, V0L 1L0
T: 877-538-6566 | C: 250-395-6736
F: 250-397-0251
old_stu@eurekapeak.com
www.eurekapeak.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, MG, MD, WTD, WO

Box 32,
Anahim Lake, BC, V0L 1C0
T: 250-900-5283
eli.hatch9@gmail.com
www.lehmancreek.ca
CB, CM

LOWER DEAN RIVER LODGE

William Blewett
Box 6,
Bella Coola, BC, V0T 1C0
T: 250-847-9046 | C: 778-373-6110
F: 250-847-9076
lowerdean@xplornet.com
www.lowerdean.com
AG

MOUNTAIN SPIRIT
OUTFITTERS INC.

Chris Franke
Box 23,
Likely, BC, V0L 1N0
T: 780-817-4349 | C: 403-799-3567
chris@mountainspiritoutfitters.com
www.mountainspiritoutfitters.com
BB, CM, MG

SKELTON VALLEY OUTFITTING

Kelly Morton
PO Box 161,
ITCHA MOUNTAIN OUTFITTERS Niton Junction, AB, T0E 1S0
T: 780-305-9083
Stewart Fraser
info@kellymortonhunting.com
9475 Nazko Road,
www.kellymorton hunting.com
Nazko, BC, V2J 3H9
BB, BC, CM, CO, LY, WTD, WO
T: 250-249-5424 | F: 250-249-5426
itchamtn@goldcity.net
SKINNER CREEK HUNTS
www.itchamtn.com
Douglas McMann
BB, CB, CM, CO, LY, WTD, WO
Box 27,
Tatlayoko Lake, BC, V0L 1W0
T: 250-476-1288 | F: 250-476-1287
skinnercreek@telus.net
www.skinnercreekhunts.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, MD, WO

SOUTH CARIBOO OUTFITTERS

Martin Wettstein
7736 High Country Road,
Lone Butte, BC, V0K 1X2
T: 250-593-4487 | C: 250-706-4228
hunting@cariboo-outfitters.com
www.cariboo-outfitters.com
www.wettstone-ranch.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, WTD, WO

TS’YLOS PARK LODGE

Karen McLean
Box 2560,
Williams Lake, BC, V2G 4P2
T: 250-483-4368 | C: 1-800-487-9567
tsylos@tsylos.com
www.tsylos.com
BB, CM, CO, MG, WTD, WO

TSILHQOT’IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT GP LTD.

Ron Sturgess
253 4th Avenue,
Williams Lake, BC, V2G 4T4
T: 250-392-3918 | C: 250-267-7966
rsturgess@tsilhqotin.ca
BB, CO, MG, WTD, WO

TSUNIAH LAKE LODGE

Eric Brebner
Box 4685,
Williams Lake, BC, V2G 2V7
T: 250-392-5612 | C: 250-398-8610
t.lakelodge@gmail.com
BB, CABS, CM, CO, WTD, WO

TZAZATI MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

Al Madley
Box 42,
Alexis Creek, BC, V0L 1A0
T: 250-394-4287
almadley@gmail.com
www.chilcotinoutfitters.com
BB, CM, CO, MD, WO
Tony Petal
PO Box 103,
Alexis Creek, BC, V0L 1A0
T: 250-394-4349
harveypetal@gmail.com
CM, CM, WTD

AG • Angler Outfitters | AYM • Alaska-Yukon Moose | BB • Black Bear | BI • Bison | BOB • Bobcat | CABS • CA Bighorn Sheep | CB • Caribou | CM • Canada Moose
CO • Cougar | DS • Dall Sheep | GB • Grizzly Bear | LY • Lynx | MD • Mule Deer | MG • Mountain Goat | RE • Roosevelt Elk | RMBS • Rocky Mtn Bighorn Sheep
RME • Rocky Mtn Elk | SM • Shiras Moose | SS • Stone Sheep | TK • Turkey | WO • Wolf | WTD • Whitetail Deer | WV • Wolverine
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REGION 6 • SKEENA (NORTHWEST)
This region encompasses the northwest quarter of the province and hosts a diversity of animals,
fish, and birds. Black bear hunting is excellent in the region and Dall’s sheep can be found in the
northwest corner, with fanin and Stone sheep found further east and south. Some of the best moose
hunting in the province can also be found in the Northwest. All of the high mountains have resident
mountain goat populations. Caribou are common in the north half of the region. There are major
salmon watersheds as well, with some of the finest salmon, steelhead, and trout angling in the world.

BABINE GUIDES & OUTFITTER

Jack Hooper
Box 3693, Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-697-6249
F: 250-697-6248
info@babineguides.com
www.babineguides.com
BB, CM, CM, LY, MG, WTD, WO, WV

BACKCOUNTRY BC AND
BEYOND

DRIFTWOOD VALLEY
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Michael Schneider
Box 405, Prince George, BC, V2L 4S2
T: 250-964-0511 | C: 250-961-2079
F: 250-964-0512
michaelinthemountains@gmail.com
www.huntdriftwood.com
BB, CM, CM, LY, MG, WO

FIRE MOUNTAIN OUTFITTERS

LOVE BROS. & LEE LTD.

Ron Fleming
1857 Kispiox Valley Road,
Hazelton, BC, V0J 1Y5
T: 250-842-6350 | F: 250-842-6350
lovebroslee@bulkley.net
www.lovebroslee.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO

MILLERS OUTDOORS LTD.

Scott Miller
32650 Chief Lake Road,
Prince George, BC, V2K 5L3
T: 250-640-5510 | C: 250-570-2505
millersoutdoors@yahoo.com
www.millershuntingoutdoors.com
BB, MG, WO

Dustin Roe
Box 291, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 4H8
T: 250-919-0184
backcountrybcandbeyond@hotmail.
com
www.backcountrybcandbeyond.com
CB, CM, SS, WO, WV

Brandon Ponath
105 Atlin Road, Atlin, BC, V0W 1A0
T: 604-900-9732 | C: 780-228-3448
firemtnoutfitters@outlook.com
www.firemountainoutfitters.com
CB, CM, MG, SS

BC WILDCOUNTRY
OUTFITTERS

Nicholas Weigelt
121 Third Street,
New Westminster, BC, V3L 2R1
T: 867-851-6020 | C: 604-828-1442
nic@jenningsriver.ca
www.jenningsriver.ca
CB, CM, MG, SS, WO

Hanna Buchanan
Box 20781, Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 6N7
T: 867-335-4887 | C: 867-333-0347
moonlake@northwestel.net
www.moonlakeoutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, DS, LY, MG, WO, WV

KAWDY OUTFITTERS LTD.

Ron Steffey
General Delivery,
Germansen Landing, BC, V0J 1T0
T: 604-484-8278
moosevalley@live.com
www.moosevalleyoutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, WO

Ryan Shively
Box 1001, Burns Lake, BC, V0J 1E0
T: 250-692-9925
bcwildcountry@gmail.com
www.bcwildcountry.ca
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO

BULKLEY RIVER LODGES INC.

Dave Evans
Box 2005, Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-877-9518
whitey@steelheadbc.com
www.steelheadbc.com
AG

CLAW MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS LLP

Matt Erickson
34 Ospika Crescent, PO Box 26,
Mackenzie, BC, V0J 2C0
T: 250-640-3171
www.clawmountainoutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO, WV

COPPER RIVER OUTFITTERS

Jim Lancaster
Box 3854,
Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-846-5309 | C: 778-210-0262
F: 250-846-5620
jladventures@xplornet.com
www.copperriveroutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, DS, MG, WO, WV

JENNINGS RIVER WILD LTD.

Colin Niemeyer
14320 Yellowhead Hwy,
Telkwa, BC, V0J 2X1
T: 250-306-8624
hunting@kawdyoutfitters.com
www.kawdyoutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO

KISPIOX VALLEY OUTFITTERS

Clint Larson
606 Poplar Park Road,
Hazelton, BC, V0J 1Y5
T: 250-842-6011 | C: 250-877-9592
clint@bcguidedhunting.com
www.bcguidedhunting.com
BB, CB, CM, LY, MG, WTD, WO, WV

LONESOME MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Michael Young
Box 25, 2975 Billeter Road,
Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-847-3421 | F: 250-877-7610
myoung1@xplornet.com
www.lonesomemountainoutfitters.ca
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO, WV

MOON LAKE OUTFITTERS LTD.

MOOSE VALLEY OUTFITTERS

NADINA GUIDE
OUTFITTERS LTD

Steve Parmelee
103-841 Central Street West,
Prince George, BC, V2M 3C8
T: 206-963-2856
info@nadinaoutfitters.com
www.nadinaoutfitters.com
BB, CM, MG, WO

NANIKA LAKE OUTFITTERS

Chad Hanson
23524 Ager Road,
Burns Lake, BC, V0J 1E2
T: 250-695-6909
info@nanikalakeoutfitters.com
www.nanikalakeoutfitters.com
BB, CM, MG, WO

NASS RIVER STEELHEAD
COMPANY

Steve McPhail
Box 47,
Terrace, BC, V8G 4A2
T: 604-935-9186
steve@nassriversteelhead.com
www.nassriversteelhead.com
AG

NORTH RIVER STONE

Maria Origoni
Box 238,
Athabasca, AB, T9S 2A3
T: 780-675-1942 | F: 780-675-1949
nro_maria@yahoo.ca
www.northeriverstone.com
CB, CM, MG, SS, WTD, WO

NORTHWEST BIG GAME
OUTFITTERS

Jack Goodwin
Box 344,
Atlin, BC, V0W 1A0
T: 250-651-7766 | C: 867-634-7590
nbgohunt@gmail.com
www.bcbiggamehunting.com
BB, CM, DS, MG, WO, WV

SILVER SEEKERS
VENTURES ULC

James Britton
Box 4346,
Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-877-1994
jbritton73@icloud.com
AG

SUTHERLAND RIVER
OUTFITTERS

Hans Sturm
Box 1253,
Fort St James, BC, V0J 1P0
T: 250-996-8193
hbsturm@hotmail.com
BB, CM, CM, MD, WTD, WO

TAKLA WILDERNESS
ADVENTURES

Jaden French
510 Carney Street,
Prince George, BC V2M 2G6
T: 250-561-9321
intern1@taklafn.ca
BB, CM, LY, MG, WO, WV

AG • Angler Outfitters | AYM • Alaska-Yukon Moose | BB • Black Bear | BI • Bison | BOB • Bobcat | CABS • CA Bighorn Sheep | CB • Caribou | CM • Canada Moose
CO • Cougar | DS • Dall Sheep | GB • Grizzly Bear | LY • Lynx | MD • Mule Deer | MG • Mountain Goat | RE • Roosevelt Elk | RMBS • Rocky Mtn Bighorn Sheep
RME • Rocky Mtn Elk | SM • Shiras Moose | SS • Stone Sheep | TK • Turkey | WO • Wolf | WTD • Whitetail Deer | WV • Wolverine
|

MHWinter-2022_v03.indd 69

69

2021-12-15 3:07 PM

REGION 6 • TAHLTAN
TWEEDSMUIR PARK
OUTFITTERS

Rob Cork
Box 4254, Quesnel, BC, V2J 3J3
T: 250-747-4533 | C: 250-991-6533
F: 250-747-4533
darlacork@icloud.com
www.tweedsmuirparkoutfitters.com
CM, MG, WO

WHITESAIL OUTFITTERS

Lucas Mueller
PO Box 4831, Bonnyville, AB, T9N 0H2
T: 780-812-9387
lucas@muellermechanicalltd.com
www.canadahunter.com
BB, CM, MG, WO

BC SAFARIS

Mike Gilson
5641 Bestin Rd, Quesnel, BC, V2J 6R1
T: 250-991-8493
mike_gilson@bcsafaris.com
www.bcsafaris.com
CB, CM, MG, SS, WO

BLUESTONE GUIDING

Billy Oestreich
Box 29, Dease Lake, BC, V0C 1L0
T: 250-771-3199 | F: 250-771-3198
superguides@hotmail.com
www.bluestoneadventures.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO, WV

SPATSIZI RIVER OUTFITTERS

Reg Collingwood
Box 3070, Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-847-9692 | C: 250-877-2847
F: 250-847-2909
hunt@spatsizi.com
www.spatsizi.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO

TAHLTAN OUTFITTERS

Jim Peterson
6680 Davidson Road,
Smithers, BC, V0J 2N2
T: 250-877-0555
jimpeterson300@gmail.com
www.tahltanoutfitters.com
CB, CM, MG, SS

TAHLTAN GUIDE AND
OUTFITTERS ASSOCIATION

Shana Dennis
PO Box 84, Dease Lake, BC, V0C 1L0
T: 250-771-4033
shanaday@hotmail.com

REGION 7A • OMINECA (NORTH CENTRAL)
This is the heart of British Columbia’s moose country. Black bear and grizzly are common in the
mountainous areas, as are mountain goat, mountain caribou, Stone sheep, and in some instances,
bighorn sheep and mule deer. The Fraser Plateau is a comparatively flat, forested area with
numerous lakes, small streams and marshlands, amounting to nearly half of the entire region. To the
east, the terrain rises to the highest point in the Canadian Rockies, Mount Robson. To the north, the
majestic Omineca Mountain range stands tall.

ANZAC WILDERNESS
OUTFITTERS

Lance Weaver
3921 Mary Drive,
Rapid City, SD, United States, 57702
T: 605-381-4189
ftech11x@gmail.com

BLACK MARTEN GUIDE
SERVICES LTD.

Leif Gunster
11986 Northern Lights Drive,
Fort St John, BC, V1J 7A5
T: 250-569-7402
blackmartenguides338@gmail.com
www.blackmartenguideservices.com
BB, CABS, LY, MG, WO, WV

BOWRON RIVER GUIDING

Scott Pichette
Box 140, Willow River, BC, V0J 3C0
T: 250-963-9612 | C: 250-963-9617
brgmoose@telus.net
www.moosehuntinginbc.com

CANADIAN SPIRIT LTD.

Kurt Scheuch
614 - 1488 Fourth Avenue,
Prince George, BC, V2L 4Y2
T: 43664-155-2975
monika.scheuch02@icloud.com
www.canadian-spirit.com
BB, CM, MG, WO
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CIRCLE M OUTFITTERS

INZANA OUTFITTERS

Fraser MacDonald
Spruceland RPO, PO Box 21058,
Prince George, BC, V2M 7A5
T: 250-560-5311 | C: 250-517-0410
info@circlemoutfitters.ca
www.circlemoutfitters.ca
BB, CB, CM, MG, WO

Paul Trepus
14155 Allison Crescent,
Prince George, BC, V2N 5B2
T: 250-964-2257 | C: 250-961-3217
inzana@telus.net
www.inzanaoutfitters.com
BB, CM, RME, WO

FINLAY RIVER
OUTFITTERS LTD.

John Major
2200 Carlisle Place,
Prince George, BC, V2K 4B8
T: 250-565-1175
mmajor@treasurecovecasino.com

Jordy McAuley
Box 1235,
Mackenzie, BC, V0J 2C0
T: 250-483-3857 | C: 250-997-9004
F: 250-997-3000
finlayriver@telus.net
www.finlayriveroutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, LY, MG, RME, SS, WO, WV

HALLETT LAKE
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Allen Ray
Box 53,
Fort Fraser, BC, V0J 1N0
T: 250-690-7204 | C: 250-570-9037
F: 250-690-7705
hallettlakeoutfitters@hotmail.com
BB, CM, CM, LY, MD, RME, WTD, WO,
WV

NORTHERN WOODSMAN
OUTFITTER

Peng (Hawk) Fu
17333 26 Avenue,
Surrey, BC, V3Z 0A4
T: 778-998-5868
citt0824956@hotmail.com
www.ihuntingbc.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, WO

OMINECA GUIDE &
OUTFITTERS

Frank Badey
1171 Jarvis Street,
Prince George, BC, V2M 4J3
T: 250-649-0340
info@moosehunt.ca
www.moosehunt.ca
BB, CM, WO

OPATCHO LAKE GUIDE
OUTFITTERS

Ken Watson
9380 Bendixon Road,
Prince George, BC, V2N 5V8
T: 250-960-8970 | C: 250-960-9788
opatcholake@gmail.com
www.opatcholakeoutfitters.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, RME, WO

PELLY LAKE WILDERNESS
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Dennis LeVeque
282 Ten Mile Road,
Cascade, MT, United States, 59421
T: 406-868-0624
pellylk@aol.com
www.comehunt.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WO
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PITKA MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Colonel Anderson
Box 42,
Fort Fraser, BC, V0J 1N0
T: 250-690-7406
F: 250-690-7406
pitka.anderson@gmail.com
www.pitkamountainoutfit.com
BB, CM, CM, MD, WTD, WO

REEL NORTH ADVENTURES

Jerry Daoust
7099 Harvard Crescent,
Prince George, BC, V2N 2V6
T: 250-640-5236
jerry@reelnorthadventures.com
www.reelnorthadventures.com
AG

ROBSON VALLEY OUTFITTERS

Daniel Norton
Box 611 - 3185 Museum Road,
McBride, BC, V0J 2E0
T: 250-569-7372
info@mountainhunt.com
www.mountainhunt.com
BB, CM, MG, RME, WTD, WO

SENTINEL MOUNTAIN
SAFARIS

Stephen Saunders
Box 1865,
Bear Lake, BC, V0J 3G0
T: 778-349-8781 | C: 250-642-6124
F: 250-965-7710
ssdogtracker@gmail.com
sentinelmountainsafaris.com
BB, CM, CM, LY, RME, WO, WV

TSAY KEH DEVELOPMENTS LP

Matthew Erickson
1940 3rd Avenue,
Prince George, BC, V2M 1G7
T: 250-640-3171
matt.erickson@tkdb.ca
BB, CABS, CM, CM, LY, MG, SS, WO, WV

TWO RIVERS GUIDE
OUTFITTERS

Alfred Schneider
35800 W. Lake - Fraser River Road,
Prince George, BC, V2N 6H1
T: 250-960-9490
almasfarm@hotmail.com
BB, CM, RME, WTD, WO

TX OUTFITTERS

Tyler Hogg
2675 Princeton/Kamloops Highway,
Kamloops, BC, V0E2A0
T: 778-208-7111
txguideoutfitters@gmail.com
www.txoutfitters.ca
BB, BOB, CM, CM, LY, MG, RME, WTD,
WO, WV

WOLVERINE RANGE
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Raymond Majerus
PO Box 782,
Fort St. James, BC, V0J 1P0
T: 250-570-0908 | C: 250-687-4155
wolverinerangeoutfitters@gmail.com
www.wolverinerangeoutfitters.com
BB, CM, MG, RME, WTD, WO

REGION 7B • NORTHERN (PEACE)
Northern guides conduct business in British Columbia between the eastern slopes of the Rocky
Mountains, south of Dawson Creek, north to the Yukon border and over the divide into the Rocky
Mountain Trench. Within this vast area, hunters are able to pursue the majestic Stone sheep in
the mountainous terrain north of the Peace River. Moose, mule deer, elk, and wolf are harvested
throughout most of the areas.

ALPINE VALLEY OUTFITTERS

Steven Yanish
1465 Mcdonald Street,
Regina, SK, S4N 2Y2
T: 360-621-7982
sryanish@hotmail.com
www.alpinevalleyoutfitters.com
BB, CM, MG, RME, WTD, WO

BESA RIVER OUTFITTERS LTD.

Aaron Fredlund
PO Box 755,
Dawson Creek, BC, VIG 4H8
T: 403-638-1368 | F: 250-242-3669
huntbesa@gmail.com
BB, CM, MG, RME, RMBS, WTD

BIG 9 OUTFITTERS / MILLERS
NORTH OUTFITTING

Chad Miller
3037 Spruce Street,
Prince George, BC, V2L 2S6
T: 250-570-9712 | C: 250-277-9614
big9outfitters@gmail.com
www.bignine.com
www.millersnorthoutfitting.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, RME, SS, WTD, WO, WV

BLUEBERRY RIVER FIRST
NATION

Chief Marvin Yahey
Box 3009,
Buick Creek, BC V0C 2R0
T: 250-630-2800
chiefyahey@blueberryfn.ca
BI, BB, CM, CA, LY, MG, RME, SS, WTD,
WO, WV

BULLHEAD MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

Steven Gonwick
PO Box 694,
Hudson’s Hope, BC, V0C 1V0
T: 250-793-8000
bullheadmtnoutfitters@gmail.com
www.bullheadmtn.com
CM, CM, LY, MG, RME, SS, WTD

COMPASS MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS LLC.

Cassidy Caron
Box 2,
Tata Creek, BC, V0B 2H0
T: 250-402-8406
casscaron@homtail.ca
www.compassmountainoutfitters.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, MG, RME, WTD, WO

DUNEDIN RIVER OUTFITTERS

Morgan Sheppard
Box 1971,
Fort Nelson, BC, V0C 1R0
T: 250-321-1410
mdsheppard80@gmail.com
www.dunedinriveroutfitters.net
BB, CB, CM, MG, RME, WO

FULL CURL STONE
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Luke Vince
PO Box 31605 Main Street,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 6L2
T: 587-988-2930 | F: 250-783-9454
luke_vince@hotmail.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, RME, SS, WO

GUNDAHOO RIVER
OUTFITTERS

Quintin Thompson
Box 2941,
Rocky Mountain House, AB, T4T 1P2
T: 403-391-7879
gundahoo@gmail.com
www.gundahoo.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, RME, SS

GUNSON GUIDING &
OUTFITTING

Jake Gunson
Box 55,
Vonda, SK, S0K 4N0
T: 250-500-2717
jake@ggoutfitting.com
www.ggoutfitting.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, SS, WTD, WO

HORSESHOE CREEK
OUTFITTERS

Ray Jackson
Box 518,
Hudson’s Hope, BC, V0C 1V0
T: 250-783-5220 | F: 250-783-5220
rayjackson545987@gmail.com
www.horseshoecreekoutfitters.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, MD, RME, WTD, WO, WV

LIARD RIVER OUTFITTERS

Jeff Condie
#5 712054 Range Road 55,
Grand Prairie, AB, T8X 4A8
T: 780-933-8001
info@liardriveroutfitters.com
www.liardriveroutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, CO, LY, MD, RME, WTD,
WO, WV
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MCGREGOR RIVER
OUTFITTERS

Eric Hanson
Box 1885, Stn. A,
Prince George, BC, V2L 5E3
T: 250-614-3488
mrohunts@outlook.com
www.mcgregorriveroutfitters.com
BB, CM, MG, WO
Monty Warren
9215 116 Avenue,
Fort St. John, BC, V1J 2Y3
T: 250-783-0944
monty@tuchodiriveroutfitters.com

MUSKWA RIVER ADVENTURES

Doug McKee
Box 268, Fort Nelson, BC, V0C 1R0
T: 250-775-0760 | F: 250-774-7714
doug_mckee@icloud.com
www.muskwariveradventures.com
BI, BB, CB, CM, LY, MG, RME, SS, WO, WV

PEACE COUNTRY WILDERNESS
FISHING CHARTERS

Tom Roberts
10201 Garbitt Crescent, PO Box 45,
Hudson’s Hope, BC, V0C 1V0
T: 250-783-0617
roberts.etom@gmail.com
www.peacewildernessfishing.com
AG

PINE RIVER OUTFITTERS

Tom Benzinger
Box 328,
Moberly Lake, BC, V0C 1X0
T: 250-401-7178
tombenzinger@hotmail.com
BB, CM, CO, MG, RME, WTD, WO

PROPHET MUSKWA
OUTFITTERS

SCOOP LAKE OUTFITTERS
(1997) LTD.

Darwin Cary
5615 Deadpine Drive,
Kelowna, BC, V1P 1A3
T: 250-491-1885 | C: 250-469-9597
info@scooplake.com
www.scooplake.com
BB, CB, CM, MG, RME, SS, WO

SOUTH SLOPE OUTFITTERS

Sean Olmstead
Box 6677,
Fort St John, BC, V1J 4J1
T: 250-789-9494 | F: 250-789-3282
sean@prophetmuskwa.com
www.prophetmuskwa.com
BI, BB, CB, CM, DS, LY, MG, RME, SS,
WTD, WO, WV

Lael Brewster
8645 Houde Road, Box 2182,
Chetwynd, BC, V0C 1J0
T: 250-788-5611
southslopeoutfitters@outlook.com
www.southslopeoutfitters.com
BB, CM, CO, LY, RME, WTD

RUSTY HOOK FISHING
CHARTERS

STONE & FOLDING MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

Charles MacNeil
11501 Carter Street, Box 361,
Hudson’s Hope, BC, V0C 1V0
T: 250-261-0431
macneilcharles@gmail.com
AG

Blair Miller
Box 7630 Mile 419 Alaska Hwy,
Toad River, BC, V0C 2X0
T: 250-232-5469
info@foldingmtn.com
www.foldingmtn.com
www.stonemountainsafaris.com
BB, CB, CM, LY, MG, RME, SS, WO

TERMINUS MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS

Craig Kiselbach
9200 Granby Road,
Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H1
T: 250-442-8195 | C: 250-442-7103
F: 250-442-8295
terminusmtn@gmail.com
www.terminusmountain.com
BB, CM, MG, RME, SS, WO

WICKED RIVER OUTFITTERS
LTD.

Trevis Booker
PO Box 14,
Pink Mountain, BC, V0C 2B0
T: 250-321-1364 | C: 778-373-6112
booker@wickedriver.com
www.wickedriveroutfitters.com
BB, CM, CM, LY, MG, MD, RME, WTD,
WO, WV

WILLISTON LAKE OUTFITTERS

Travis Mayer
Box 6856,
Drayton Valley, AB, T7A 1S2
T: 780-898-3065
travis@wlo.dk
www.wlo.dk
BB, CB, CM, MG, RME, SS, WTD, WO

REGION 8 • OKANAGAN

Long known for the fabulous mule deer hunting it offers, the Okanagan region of British Columbia is
presently making a name for its whitetail hunting. Those in the know are flocking to the Okanagan
to try for the world-class whitetails roaming the mountains. If it’s elk you want, the Okanagan region
offers some of the best elk hunting in North America and increasing Shiras moose populations.

ASHNOLA GUIDE OUTFITTERS

Darrell Schneider
Box 1529,
Princeton, BC, V0X 1W0
T: 250-292-8779 | C: 250-293-6943
F: 250-292-8779
ashnolaoutfitters@hotmail.com
www.ashnolaguideoutfitter.com
BB, BOB, CABS, CO, LY, MG, RME, SM,
WTD
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K-9’S COUGAR CANYON
OUTFITTERS INC.

Denver Kitzan
4042 Highway 22,
Dickinson, ND, United States, 58601
T: 701-483-9094 | C: 250-462-7406
F: 701-483-3673
k9scougarcanyonoutfitters@yahoo.com
www.k9scougarcanyon.com
BB, BOB, CM, CO, LY, RME, WTD, WO

KETTLE RIVER GUIDES &
OUTFITTERS

Tami Kilback
121 Kilback Road,
Oliver, BC, V0H 1T1
T: 250-498-4176 | C: 250-498-9676
mkilback@netbistro.com
www.kettleriverguides.com
BB, BOB, CABS, CM, CO, LY, MD, RME,
SM, WTD, WO, TK

OKANAGAN OUTFITTERS LTD

Marc Hubbard
1400 Greyback Mountain Road,
Penticton, BC, V2A 8T3
T: 250-809-8441 | C: 250-809-8441
F: 250-493-6228
okout@telus.net
BB, BOB, CABS, CO, LY, MG, RME, SM,
WTD, WO
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YUKON
The Yukon is located in northwestern Canada, an area of rugged mountains and high plateaus. It is
bound by the Northwest Territories to the east, by British Columbia to the south, and by the U.S. state
of Alaska to the west, and it extends northward above the Arctic Circle to the Beaufort Sea. Made
famous by the gold rush of the later 1890s, the Yukon remains a sparsely populated and largely
unspoiled wilderness. The region is known for caribou, big moose, Dall sheep and grizzly bear. Area
186,272 square miles (482,443 square km). Pop. (2021) 42,986.

BLACKSTONE
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Jim Fink
Box 31479,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 6K8
T: 587-802-4338
info@blackstoneoutfitters.com
www.blackstoneoutfitters.com
CB, CM, DS, WO, WV

BONNET PLUME
OUTFITTERS (1989) LTD.

Chris McKinnon
Box 89,
Athabasca, AB, T9S 2A2
T: 780-331-2440 | C: 780-910-9778
F: 780-331-2441
chris@huntbpo.com
www.huntbpo.com
AYM, BB, WO, WV

COSCO’S YUKON
OUTFITTING LTD.

Neil Cosco
Box 40153,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 6M8
T: 867-335-2257
info@coscosyukonoutfitting.com
www.coscosyukonoutfitting.com
BB, CB, CM, SS, WO

DEULING STONE
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Jarrett Deuling
26 Wann Road,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5K9
T: 859-983-6442
jarrett@deulingstoneoutfitters.com
www.deulingstoneoutfitters.com
BB, CB, CM, DS, SS, WO, WV

DICKSON OUTFITTERS LTD.

David Dickson
5 Marion Crescent,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5S4
T: 867-633-5456 | C: 867-333-0475
F: 867-633-5456
info@dicksonoutfitters.com
www.dicksonoutfitters.com
AYM, BB, CM, DS, GB, WO, WV

MERVYN’S YUKON
OUTFITTING

Tim Mervyn
Box 33036,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5Y5
T: 867-633-6188 | F: 867-633-5070
myo@yukonsheep.com
www.yukonsheep.com
BI, BB, CB, CM, DS, WO, WV

NORTHCURL OUTFITTERS

Mac Watson
Box 20800,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 6N7
T: 780-865-6368
hunt@northcurl.com
www.northcurl.com
AYM, BI, BB, DS, GB, WO, WV,

RUBY RANGE OUTFITTERS
2009 LTD.

Ross Elliott
Box 20070,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 7A2
T: 867-335-4188
info@rubyrangeoutfitters.com
www.rubyrangeoutfitters.com
BI, BB, CB, CM, DS

TOMBSTONE OUTFITTERS
(836404 YUKON INC.)

Frank Wesley
PO Box 486,
Lethbridge, AB, T1J 0N0
T: 403-327-7482 | F: 403-327-2995
info@yukonhunting.ca
www.yukonhunting.ca
AYM, BB, CB, DS, GB, WO, WV

TROPHY STONE OUTFITTING

WIDRIG OUTFITTERS
(1997) LTD.

Chris Widrig
139 Falaise Road,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 3C8
T: 867-393-3802 | C: 867-333-9660
chris@widrigoutfitters.com
www.widrig.yk.ca
BB, CB, CM, WO, WV

YUKON BIG GAME
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Shawn Raymond
Box 38,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5X9
C: 250-264-2512
Shawn-ybg@hotmail.com
www.yukonbiggame.com
BB, CB, CM, SS, WO

YUKON STONE OUTFITTERS

Aaron Florian
Box 30177,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5M2
T: 867-334-9616
hunt@yukonstone.com
www.yukonstone.com
BB, CB, CM, SS, WO, WV

Dean Sandulak
Box 33142,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 6S1
T: 867-667-6337 | F: 867-667-6340
tso@yukonhunting.com
www.yukonhunting.com
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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The Northwest Territories is a territory of Canada with a population estimate of 45,504 (2021) and
is the most populous territory in northern Canada. It is bordered by Canada’s two other territories,
Nunavut to the east and Yukon to the west, and by the provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, and
Saskatchewan to the south. With over 1,300,000 km² (500,000 sq mi) the Northwest Territories have
a large climate variant from south to north. The southern part of the territory (most of the mainland
portion) has a subarctic climate while the islands and northern coast have a polar climate. This
remote region is known for caribou, moose and Dall sheep.
ARCTIC RED RIVER
OUTFITTERS LTD.

Tavis Molnar
Box 1,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5X9
T: 867-633-4934
arcticred@CA.com
www.arcticred-nwt.com
CB, CM, DS

CANOL OUTFITTERS

Glenda Groat
Box 59,
Norman Wells, NT, X0E 0V0
T: 867-444-4868
canoloutfitters@gmail.com
www.canoloutfitters.com
CB, CM, DS

GANA RIVER OUTFITTERS LTD.

Harold Grinde
Box 528,
Rimbey, AB, T0C 2J0
T: 403-357-8414
ganariver@pentnet.net
www.ganariver.com
CB, CM, DS, WO, WV

MACKENZIE MOUNTAIN
OUTFITTERS (1978) LTD.

Stan Stevens
Box 175,
Dawson Creek, BC, V1G 4G3
T: 250-719-8340
F: 250-786-5404
mmostanstevens@gmail.com
www.mmo-stanstevens.com
CB, CM, DS, WO, WV

NAHANNI BUTTE OUTFITTERS
LTD.

Jim Lancaster
Box 3854,
Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-846-5309 | C: 778-210-0262
F: 250-846-5620
nadinelancaster7@gmail.com
www.lancasterfamilyhunting.com
BB, CM, MG, WO

NWT OUTFITTERS LTD.

Clay Lancaster
Box 3854,
Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
T: 250-846-5309
jnlancaster@xplornet.com
www.lancasterfamilyhunting.com
CB, CM, DS, WO, WV

RAVEN’S THROAT OUTFITTERS
ULC

Greg Turner
PO Box 58,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5X9
T: 867-332-7286 | C: 867-332-7286
hunts@ravensthroat.com
www.ravensthroat.com
CB, CM, DS, WO, WV

SOUTH NAHANNI OUTFITTERS
LTD.

Sunny Petersen
Box 100,
Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 5X9
T: 867-399-3194
info@huntnahanni.com
www.huntnahanni.com
AYM, BB, DS, MG, WO, WV
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Hanson, Chad................ Nanika Lake Outfitters..................................69
Hanson, Eric.................. McGregor River Outfitters .............................72
Hatch, Eli ...................... Lehman Creek Outfitters...............................68
Hawkridge, Mike............ Alpha Dog Outdoors Inc. ..............................68
Hodson, Logan .............. Last Frontier Hunting Company Ltd...............70
Hogg, Tyler.................... TX Outfitters ................................................71
Hooper, Jack ................. Babine Guides & Outfitter .............................69
Hubbard, Marc............... Okanagan Outfitters Ltd ...............................72
Jackson, Ray ................. Horseshoe Creek Outfitters ..........................71
Jewell, Devin ................. Pacifc Bear Outfitters Ltd. ............................65
Kilback, Melvin .............. Kettle River Guides & Outfitters .....................72
Kiselbach, Craig............. Terminus Mountain Outfitters .......................72
Kitzan, Denver ............... K-9’s Cougar Canyon Outfitters Inc. ...............72
Kotlarz, Tom.................. Silent Mountain Outfitters.............................67
Lancaster, Jim............... Copper River Outfitters .................................69
Lancaster, Jim............... Nahanni Butte Outfitters Ltd. ........................74
Lancaster, Clay .............. NWT Outfitters Ltd. ......................................74
Larsen, Brian ................. Bow River Guiding Company .........................66
Larson, Clint.................. Kispiox Valley Outfitters ...............................69
Leuenberger, Riley ......... Baldy Mountain Outfitters.............................66
Leuenberger, Steven ...... Ram Creek Outfitters ....................................67
LeVeque, Dennis............ Pelly Lake Wilderness Outfitters Ltd..............70
Lightburn, Marty ............ Rocky Mountain High Outfitter & Guides........67
Linnell, Jim ................... Batnuni Lake Guide & Outfitters ....................68
Lister, Brad.................... Coastal Inlet Adventures Inc. ........................65
Lowrie, Paul .................. Corkscrew Creek Adventures ........................68
MacDonald, Fraser......... Circle M Outfitters........................................70
MacNeil, Charles ........... Rusty Hook Fishing Charters ........................72
Madley, Al ..................... Tzazati Mountain Outfitters ..........................68
Mair, Kashtin ................. Adams Lake Outfitters..................................66
Maitland, Stuart............. Eureka Peak Lodge & Outfitters Ltd. ..............68
Majerus, Raymond ......... Wolverine Range Outfitters Ltd......................71
Mayer, Travis ................. Williston Lake Outfitters ...............................72
McAuley, Jordy .............. Finlay River Outfitters Ltd. ............................70
McKee, Doug ................. Muskwa River Adventures ............................72
McKinnon, Chris ............ Bonnet Plume Outfitters (1989) Ltd...............73
McLean, Karen .............. Ts’ylos Park Lodge ......................................68
Mclellan, Cameron......... Revolutions Adventures................................67
McMann, Douglas.......... Skinner Creek Hunts.....................................68
McPhail, Steve............... Nass River Steelhead Company ....................69
Medcalf, Sam ................ Elk Valley Bighorn Outfitters .........................67
Mervyn, Tim .................. Mervyn’s Yukon Outfitting .............................73
Michel, Paul .................. To The Max Outfitters...................................66
Miller, Scott................... Millers Outdoors Ltd. ...................................69
Miller, Chad ................... Big 9 Outfitters / Millers North Outfitting .......71
Miller, Blair .................... Stone & Folding Mountain Outfitters..............72
Milligan, Bob ................. Milligan Outfitting ........................................65

Molnar, Tavis ................. Arctic Red River Outfitters Ltd.......................74
Morton, Kelly ................. Skelton Valley Outfitting ...............................68
Mostyn, Vince................ Yahk Mountain Outfitters..............................67
Mueller, Lucas ............... Whitesail Outfitters ......................................70
Newberry, Kevin............. Chezacut Ranch...........................................68
Niemeyer, Colin ............. Kawdy Outfitters Ltd.....................................69
Norton, Daniel ............... Robson Valley Outfitters ...............................71
Oestreich, Billy .............. Bluestone Guiding........................................70
Olmstead, Sean ............. Prophet Muskwa Outfitters ...........................72
Origoni, Maria................ North River Stone.........................................69
Parmelee, Steve............. Nadina Guide Outfitters Ltd ..........................69
Petersen, Sunny............. South Nahanni Outfitters Ltd. .......................74
Peterson, Jim ................ Tahltan Outfitters .........................................70
Pichette, Scott............... Bowron River Guiding ...................................70
Ponath, Brandon............ Fire Mountain Outfitters................................69
Ray, Allen ...................... Hallett Lake Outfitters Ltd.............................70
Raymond, Shawn ........... Yukon Big Game Outfitters Ltd. .....................73
Reynolds, Jamie ............ High Caliber Adventures Ltd. ........................66
Roberts, Tom................. Peace Country Wilderness Fishing Charters ..72
Robins, Ken ................... Whatshan Guides & Outfitters .......................67
Roe, Dustin.................... Backcountry BC and Beyond .........................69
Sandulak, Dean.............. Trophy Stone Outfitting.................................73
Saunders, Stephen......... Sentinel Mountain Safaris ............................71
Scheuch, Kurt ................ Canadian Spirit Ltd.......................................70
Schneider, Michael ........ Driftwood Valley Outfitters Ltd......................69
Schneider, Darrell........... Ashnola Guide Outfitters ..............................72
Schneider, Alfred ........... Two Rivers Guide Outfitters ..........................71
Schuck, Brian ................ Gemstar Outfitting .......................................67
Sheppard, Morgan ......... Dunedin River Outfitters................................71
Shively, Ryan ................. BC Wildcountry Outfitters .............................69
Skreinig, Hermann ......... Blackwater River Outfitters Ltd......................68
Smutny, Alex ................. Bugle Basin Outfitters Ltd.............................67
Steffey, Ron................... Moose Valley Outfitters ................................69
Stevens, Stan ................ MacKenzie Mountain Outfitters (1978) Ltd. ...74
Stourac, Ben.................. Arcadia Outfitting Ltd ...................................66
Sturgess, Ron ................ Tsilhqot’in Economic Development GP Ltd.....68
Sturm, Hans ................. Sutherland River Outfitters............................69
Sword, Darryl & Joyce .... Whiteswan Lake Outfitters Ltd. .....................67
Tetreau, Mike ................ TM Outfitting ...............................................67
Tew, Allan...................... Chilanko Forks Outfitters..............................68
Thompson, Quintin ........ Gundahoo River Outfitters.............................71
Trepus, Paul .................. Inzana Outfitters ..........................................70
Turner, Greg................... Raven’s Throat Outfitters ULC........................74
Vince, Luke ................... Full Curl Stone Outfitters Ltd.........................71
Watson, Mac ................. NorthCurl Outfitters......................................73
Watson, Ken .................. Opatcho Lake Guide Outfitters ......................70
Weaver, Lance ............... Anzac Wilderness Outfitters .........................70
Weigelt, Nicholas........... Jennings River Wild Ltd. ...............................69
Werk, Dean.................... Great River Fishing Adventures .....................65
Wesley, Frank ................ Tombstone Outfitters (836404 Yukon Inc.) ....73
Wettstein, Martin ........... South Cariboo Outfitters...............................68
Widrig, Chris.................. Widrig Outfitters (1997) Ltd. .........................73
Wolfenden, Troy............. Beaverfoot Outfitting....................................66
Yahey, Chief Marvin ....... Blueberry River First Nation ..........................71
Yanish, Steven............... Alpine Valley Outfitters.................................71
Yarish, Nicholas............. Chilcotin River Outfitters...............................68
Young, Michael.............. Lonesome Mountain Outfitters Ltd................69

AG • Angler Outfitters | AYM • Alaska-Yukon Moose | BB • Black Bear | BI • Bison | BOB • Bobcat | CABS • CA Bighorn Sheep | CB • Caribou | CM • Canada Moose
CO • Cougar | DS • Dall Sheep | GB • Grizzly Bear | LY • Lynx | MD • Mule Deer | MG • Mountain Goat | RE • Roosevelt Elk | RMBS • Rocky Mtn Bighorn Sheep
RME • Rocky Mtn Elk | SM • Shiras Moose | SS • Stone Sheep | TK • Turkey | WO • Wolf | WTD • Whitetail Deer | WV • Wolverine
|
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Tyler Hogg
1-(778)-208-7111
txguideoutfitters@gmail.com
Customizable BC backcountry hunts
Horseback | 4x4 | River Boat | Backpack
2WD Off-Road Motorbike
Available Dates for Spring Bear and Fall Moose 2022/23!
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JOIN US ON THE TRAIL LESS TRAVELED.
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EXTREME
When it’s day nine of your ten-day Dall Sheep hunt in the Northwest Territories, and you wake up to six inches of
snow it’s not a great time to be limited by your hunting boots. Some may wait it out in the tent, but your Mountain
Extremes give you the wherewithal to continue hunting, no matter what Mother Nature throws at you. There is
nothing tougher than high altitude sheep hunting, so to help you in your hunting adventures, we built a boot tough
enough to keep on charging, no matter what conditions arise.

DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT...
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“When your season consists of 100 days in the mountains,
carrying heavy packs, you need great boots. Footwear for us is
not a matter of luxury or fashion, it’s a function of performance
under terrible conditions. Years and miles of abuse have shown
me which boots work best - Kenetrek; comfort and durability to
match the conditions of my hunts.”

800-232-6064

-Randy Newberg, Host of Fresh Tracks

WWW.KENETREK.COM
2021-12-15 3:07 PM

GET LOST OUT
THERE, NEVER
IN HERE.

We built the all-new CROSSROADS® BACKPACK COLLECTION with expedition-grade
TUFFSKIN NYLON to handle everything you’ll throw at it, then outfitted it with
innovative internal organization to handle everything you’ll throw in it.
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