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GOABC
PRESIDENT’S
CORNER
It’s GO TIME!
Wow – does it ever feel good to finally get to say that! We’ve
been in a dry spell but that is about to change.
Especially for those of us who operate in northern BC, there
wasn’t much time between the border opening announcement
and the August 9th opening, but hey, we will take it! We are
excited for this fall like none other; grateful and thrilled to
welcome our good friends back to camp and to the mountains
– and simply get back to doing the things we do that make our
hearts sing and life worth living.
At the time of printing this issue, Canada is welcoming
vaccinated American travellers, with international guests
scheduled to be welcomed as of September 7th. Like the first
drops of rain on the parched earth, a wave of relief has surged
through the outfitting community. Hope! There is still much
work to do to recover from the past 16 months of drought, but
the border easings bring sweet relief.
With all systems go, the GOABC is advancing toward our
key fundraiser, the online-only hunt auction, featuring some
of the most renowned dream hunts on earth. Please join us
on October 27th at OnlineHuntingAuctions.com and bid those
hunts up! The GOABC is a member-funded, not-for-profit
organization, and without hunt-generated revenue from last
year, we could use your support this year more than ever.
We can now also let ourselves look forward to show season
in January! We’re planning a regular show season, and a
special expanded issue of Mountain HunterTM magazine to
put an extra-special spotlight on our members. God knows,
they’ve earned it and we’re happy to do it.
Last but certainly not least, we are looking forward to our
GOABC convention in Kelowna, March 24–26, 2022. Not even
our board has been in the same room together since December
of 2019, so having the whole membership together again will
be very special. It has been far too long since we’ve been
able to see our good friends and we cannot wait to reengage
and refresh these relationships and welcome our many new
members in person. Zoom has been our ally, without a doubt,
but nothing beats being in the same room as friends.
To that end, we look forward to seeing you in camp, on-line
supporting our auction, and at the shows soon!
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Sean Olmstead & Family
President, GOABC

NEWS &

VIEWS

The mission of the GOABC is to promote the conservation,
stewardship, and sustainable use of wildlife. One way we
accomplish this is by partnering with other organizations,
provincially, nationally, and internationally, thereby
combining our efforts for greatest impact.
Two such valuable international partnerships we maintain
are with Safari Club International (SCI) and the Safari Club
International Foundation (SCIF). Together we address issues
facing wildlife and/or hunters, many of which include social
perception and social licence. One such initiative that the
GOABC recently collaborated with SCI and SCIF on is the
development of an official position on predator hunting.
We believe that wildlife management should ensure
sustainability of species, habitat and associated human values.
Furthermore, we:
ACKNOWLEDGE the public interest and media attention
given to hunting of large carnivores, particularly wolves,
grizzly bears, black bears, mountain lions, and coyotes and
therefore the need to disseminate accurate information related
to predator management;
RESPECT the important role that predators play in their
ecosystems and the range of wildlife values associated with
these species including naturalistic, existential, utilitarian,
spiritual, and conservation;
EMPHASIZE, however, that large carnivores are not exempt
from the public trust doctrine that underlies the North
American Model of Wildlife Conservation and support legal
regulated hunting of predators as a legitimate recreational
opportunity that provides public value and should be
preserved;
UNDERSTAND that sustainable predator hunting can be part
of prey population management including big game species
such as white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, moose, pronghorn,
caribou, mountain goats, and wild sheep;
SUPPORT foremost the use of the best available science and
transparent processes for quota setting, harvest objectives,
or population targets, and other such data that result in
sustainable wildlife populations that address all human
values; and,
ACCEPT that predator hunting can be an effective tool to
reduce or mitigate human-wildlife conflict and that the
efficacy of these programs may vary depending on the
environment, species, or location involved but should be
part of science-based management plans that ensure the

Scott Ellis, Executive Director, GOABC

sustainability of wildlife populations while also considering
human co-existence.
RECOGNIZE the critical role that the U.S. Endangered Species
Act has played in restoration of the gray wolf and grizzly bear,
but also the need for these species to be managed holistically
and in consultation with international partners, state and
provincial management authorities, private landowners, tribal
interests, and other stakeholders;
RECOMMEND that large carnivores are best managed by
the responsible state, provincial, territorial, or tribal wildlife
agencies, particularly when a species such as the gray wolf
or grizzly bear has fully met established recovery goals and
management authority is transferred pursuant to relevant
federal laws;
ENCOURAGE robust predator hunting opportunities
including diverse harvest methods that support established
local traditions, concepts of fair chase, and accomplishment of
management objectives, where applicable and in accordance
with the laws and regulations of the specific jurisdiction;
CELEBRATE the successful recovery of many predator
species across various parts of the North American landscape;
and PLEDGE our continued support for legal regulated hunting
as a management tool for large carnivore conservation.
Do you agree? If so, please join us in disseminating this
message!

Straight shooting and safe travels.
MOUNTAIN HUNTER - FALL 2021 |
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NEWS & VIEWS

I am writing today from our camp in the beautiful Mackenzie
Mountains of the NWT. We have finally received some good news
about the Canada/US border – open to fully-vaccinated US clients
th
on August 9 and for international clients on September 7th. This is the news we
have been desperately waiting for and believe me, it is good news!
Unfortunately, for most of the far northern outfitters it didn’t give us adequate time
to salvage much of our season. Sheep hunting began on July 15th here in the NWT so
we missed out on nearly half of the sheep season. We were fortunate enough to be
able to take some Canadian clients early in the season and I am sure that all AMMO
members will be taking as many US and international clients as they possibly can
Harold Grinde, President, Association
in the time available. However, many of the clients who were booked with us for
of Mackenzie Mountain Outfitters
this season have already made other plans and postponed their hunts until 2022.
It is just not realistic to expect them to change their summer plans and come on
such short notice. We are definitely grateful for the chance to take some of our US clients, and hope and pray we can have
a normal season next year. And too, that the outfitters in the southern regions of Canada are able to salvage more of their
seasons than we will.
I would like to burn some ink and thank all of you clients who are reading my blurb for hanging in there through these
difficult times. Your patience and understanding are a wonderful testament to the quality of people who hunt with us. You
are one of the reasons we do what we do. We look forward to seeing you back at our camps, welcoming you with a handshake,
and taking you on a hunt of a lifetime soon.

Good Hunting!

COVID -19 continues to change the world. As an
outfitter, I am very thankful to be back at full capacity
with the resumption of international travel for hunters
and semi-normal living (in Yukon at least). Thankful and
relieved that the hunting adventure remains relatively un-changed.
There is something very gratifying about being on the hunt. All the planning,
careful preparation, and multitude of pieces finally come together to enable an
efficient focus on hunting. Simple living; food, shelter, and clear purpose. The 101
items on the to-do list move to the back of my mind with each step down the trail as
I begin the day’s hunt. Ready for anything, I never can be certain what adventures
will come my way on any given day.
Many of us outfitters hunkered down through the COVID storm and focused on
equipment maintenance, accommodation upgrades, formal training, and improving
Mac Watson, President,
internal operations such as safety program improvements. At the YOA, we also
Yukon Outfitters Association
continued our engagement with government and like-minded partners on long-term
projects that will help support hunting opportunities in the Yukon in the years ahead.
We are back at it, passionate as ever about what we do, and keen to help you experience an amazing Yukon mountain
adventure! On behalf of YOA members we look forward to hosting you around the warm glow of our campfires.

Clear skies, happy trails, and straight shooting!

4|
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NO COMPROMISE.
Durable waterproof protection without the weight.

DURABLE

+

WAT E R P R O O F

+

LIGHTWEIGHT

D E W P O I N T JAC K E T

Backcountry weather can be dynamic and threaten your trip if you’re not prepared. We redesigned a lightweight/waterproof jacket for extended trips, where every cubic inch
of your pack is accounted for. Our waterproof Dew Point Jacket is equally balanced in three categories: weight, durability and comfort. The 3-layer GORE-TEX 20D nylon ripstop
fabric is pliant and compressible, holds up to rugged terrain and offers peace of mind whether you’re deep in the mountain chasing bugles or chasing lines.

SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL
SCI Pursues Fight for Canadian Outfitters
Safari Club International (SCI) fights
to preserve Canada’s proud hunting
heritage.
Sixteen dedicated SCI
chapters monitor developments at all
levels of government in Canada and
work proactively to ensure that policy
development recognizes the rights of
hunters and the important contributions
hunters make to conservation and to the
economy.
Earlier this year, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau announced that Canadian
citizens and residents who are fully
vaccinated for COVID-19 will be exempt
from a 14-day quarantine upon arrival
to the country. However, Prime Minister
Trudeau did not extend this new policy
to fully vaccinated Americans wishing to
cross the border into Canada, thousands
of whom have waited patiently and
anxiously for their scheduled hunts with
Canadian outfitters.
While Prime Minister Trudeau remains
indecisive, these outfitters have been
left with no choice but to keep their
companies operational as expenses
continue to accrue and revenue
shrivels to nothing. SCI deeply values
our relationship with both outfitters

6|
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and hunters and both parties are still

gathered for an Evening at the Mansion

suffering harm as an unfortunate

in support of DSC and its mission of

result of border closures and hunt conservation, education, and advocacy.
cancellations or postponements that

With this event in the books, DSC is now

were forced upon us by the COVID-19

fully focused on the annual convention
pandemic. Canada’s outfitters deserve to be held in Dallas January 6-9, 2022.
the opportunity to begin their recovery Excitement is already building as the
from the financial devastation, instead of organization seeks to celebrate its 40th
playing a guessing game about when this Anniversary.
nightmare will come to an end.

More than 40 years ago, a small group

In an attempt to help outfitters and

of passionate people took their vision

hunters alike to salvage these bookings,

and laid the foundation for a new
SCI acted quickly by writing a letter to conservation group. Since then, DSC’s
Prime Minister Trudeau, urging him volunteers have consistently dedicated
to work with his colleagues to come to

themselves to building a purposeful
a satisfactory agreement surrounding organization.
the opening of the Canadian border to
“A lot has changed since that first
fully vaccinated Americans. SCI believes convention,” said Convention Chair
that immediate action is necessary for Daniel McGehee. “DSC has grown from
Canadian citizens in the hunting industry a local group to an organization with
to recover from these unprecedented international stature.”
circumstances and resume our cherished
hunting tradition in Canada.
Ben Cassidy, Executive Vice President,
for Int. Government & Public Affairs

Today, instead of one room of tables,
convention

attendees

can

explore

booths from every part of the outdoor
industry, with exhibitors representing

DALLAS SAFARI CLUB

every huntable country.

But even as

Celebrating 40-Year Anniversary in 2022

numbers have increased, one thing that

the venue has grown and the attendee

This August, DSC held its first large

has not changed is the commitment and

gathering since the 2020 Convention.

enthusiasm of the DSC volunteers and

Over

staff that make the convention happen.

250

conservationists

eagerly

“As

preparations

continue

taking

It is paramount to do whatever possible GSCO’s Youth 3 Program, check out the

shape at the DSC office,” DSC President today to encourage, educate, and Slam Quest Magazine or go to www.
Amy Callender noted, “I can’t help but
feel that we are headed towards DSC’s
greatest convention and an amazing 40

th

anniversary celebration.”

promote youth hunting.
The GSCO Youth 3 initiative is one
platform to encourage and promote
youth hunting.

You will be seeing

slamquest.org.
Mark Hampton, Executive Director
BOONE & CROCKETT

You can stay up to date on all

future projects with a focus on youth Trail Camera Curriculum Brings the
and hunting and education from GSCO. We Wild Inside
updates by checking the DSC website are proud to help sponsor a new Youth
In a time when people are more
www.biggame.org.
If attending in Conservation Contest put on by Jake disconnected from the outdoors than
convention

registration

dates

person is not an option, the auctions Franklin of Kika Worldwide where kids ever, the use of trail cameras has the
will also be available for online bidding. will showcase a conservation project potential to reconnect them to the
Live and silent auctions will open for they did on their own. This will feature great outdoors—even thousands of
early online bidding in mid-November.

an online public voting system to allow
It’s going to be one for the record books, the public to find a video they feel best
and you are not going to want to miss it. showcases the kids’ understanding

miles away. Trail cameras have been

Corey Mason, Executive Director and application of conservation. The

(TRM) Ranch since 2012. These cameras

public will be urged to vote solely on the

are routinely monitored and placed in

understanding of conservation and its

strategic locations to capture a variety

GRAND SLAM CLUB/OVIS
GSCO’s Youth 3 Program

deployed on the Boone and Crockett
Club’s Theodore Roosevelt Memorial

long-term effects, not simply how big and of species and seasonal movements

As a casual observer looking around grand a project may entail. The winner across variable ecotypes. While the
the various hunting conventions I attend, of the conservation contest will win a original intent of the cameras was to
I can’t help but notice there are a lot of

full expense paid Youth 3 hunt on the monitor interaction between livestock

individuals my age and beyond. I often coast of California to hunt free-ranging and wildlife, the Club’s Director of
wonder what hunting will look like 50 aoudad, blacktail deer, and coyote. This Conservation Programs Luke Coccoli,
years from now. Certainly, I won’t be will be followed by a trip to Las Vegas assisted by conservation intern Madison
around to see for myself but still – I’m during the GSCO Convention to receive Todd, were able to repurpose the photos
concerned. The future of our hunting their Youth 3 award on the big stage! and videos for conservation education.
industry and wildlife conservation Due to age restrictions in California, the The new, multi-faceted virtual education
truly lies in the participation and

age class for the contest will be 12-16 approach brings the TRM Ranch and

engagement of a younger demographic. years old. For more information about all of its Rocky Mountain ecosystem
MOUNTAIN HUNTER - FALL 2021 |
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PREFERRED CONSERVATION PARTNERS

inhabitants into the lives of classroom
teachers and students through a variety
of formats including augmented reality
applications, Facebook Live events, and
downloadable electronic trail-camera
curriculum modules.
“Many people associate technology
with a disconnect from the outdoors.
This curriculum was designed to change
that. This curriculum can be used by
anyone, anywhere in the world, and
ideally it will connect people to wildlife
and nature in a way never done before,”
Coccoli said. “The research behind
the design for this curriculum proved
that viewing trail camera photos in an
educational setting can increase the
amount of time students later spend
outside enjoying nature while also
increasing their knowledge and ability
to identify native wildlife species, all
while delivering it in a manner students
favored and believed in.”
The first module of the trail camera
curriculum is available for download at
www.boone-crockett.org/learn.
Jodi Stemler,
Boone & Crockett Communications Lead

8|
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WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION
Sheep Week® is Back!
The Wild Sheep Foundation (WSF) has
made it official. Our popular celebration
of wild sheep conservation and hunting
will be back to its home in Reno in 2022.
These are the type of announcements
we like making. This past January, our
event went completely virtual due to the
pandemic shut down. It was still a great
event for wild sheep and our members
and partners, but just not quite the same
as being in our home away from home,
Reno.
This coming January 2022 will mark
the WSF’s 45th annual convention to raise
awareness and funding for wild sheep
conservation in North America and
internationally. To date, we have raised
more than $140 million and directed
these funds to state, provincial, tribal,
and territorial wildlife agencies and
other conservation partners for wild
sheep restoration and conservation
projects. The majority of these funds
have come from concerned sportsmen

We all are looking forward to getting
back together with our members, donors,
and sponsors. It will also be good to see
our friends at the Peppermill, Atlantis,
and Convention Center. It’s interesting
how much you miss seeing familiar
faces after our gatherings were taken
away. By all indications, we’re bracing
for record attendance this year, which is
a good thing.
Sheep Week® will open with its total
emersion virtual platform going live on
Monday, January 10th. The in-person
events at the Peppermill and Reno-Sparks
Convention Center (RSCC) exhibition hall
will run from the Wednesday night Grand
Opening Banquet at the Peppermill on
January 12th through to the Saturday
Grand Finale Banquet on the 15th and
the Thursday, Friday and Saturday Expo
at the RSCC – our largest to date! The
week-long event will include the inperson as well as virtual exhibition halls,
raffles, auctions, banquets, youth events,
seminars, archery, sporting clays shoot,
and much more!

For more information on Sheep Week® visit
and women and companies that supply www.wildsheepfoundation.org. We look
products and services to these hunter- forward to seeing you there!
Gray Thornton, President and CEO
conservationists.

WIDRIG

OUTFITTERS (97) LTD.
Yukon Horseback Hunts — 35 Years of Outfitting
Let your
adventure begin!
DALL SHEEP

ALASKA-YUKON MOOSE

GRIZZLY

MOUNTAIN CARIBOU

BIGHORN SHEEP • MOUNTAIN GOAT • ELK • SHIRAS MOOSE
MULE DEER • WHITETAIL DEER • BLACK BEAR
COUGAR • BOBCAT • LYNX • WOLF

CHRIS WIDRIG

139 Falaise Rd., Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 3C8

ALEX AND LORI SMUTNY
250.426.8099
1960 Wilson Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7H4 CANADA
www.buglebasin.ca • Email: info@buglebasin.ca

1-867-333-9660

 chris@widrigoutfitters.com

www.widrigoutfitters.com

Stone Sheep

OVER 50 YEARS OF OUTFITTING EXCELLENCE

Canadian Moose

Spatsizi River
O U T F I T T E R S

Mountain Goat

10,000 Sq. Miles of Remote Hunting
Territory in Northern British Columbia

Mountain Caribou

hunt@spatsizi.com
www.spatsizi.com
250.847.9692
Box 3070, Smithers, BC
Canada V0J 2N0
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RENO

JANUAR

Y 11-15, 2022

THE SHEEP SHOW IS BACK!
®

FOLLOW US TO RENO

IT'S GOOD
TO BE BACK!

JOIN US FOR THE ULTIMATE MOUNTAIN
GAME HUNTING AND CONSERVATION EXPO!
“Putting and Keeping Wild Sheep on the Mountain Since 1977”

WildSheepFoundation.org | 406.404.8750
412 Pronghorn Trail | Bozeman, MT 59718 USA

YUKON HUNTS
DALL SHEEP
MOOSE
CARIBOU
GRIZZLY

Contact:
CHRIS & SHARRON
McKINNON
PO BOX 89
Athabasca, AB
T9S 2A2
(P) 780-331-2440
(C) 780-910-9778
www.huntbpo.com
chris@huntbpo.com

ALBERTA HUNTS
BLACK BEAR
WHITETAIL DEER
TRAPLINE TOURS

Contact:
CHRIS & SHARRON
McKINNON
PO BOX 89
Athabasca, AB
T9S 2A2
(P) 780-331-2440
(C) 780-910-9778
www.huntmco.com
chris@huntmco.com
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FIRST

COUGAR HUNT
by Philip Lowry
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I could see the dogs barking and riled
up 20 meters away at the bottom of a
medium-sized spruce, but I could not
see anything in the tree itself.

t is one thing to read about wildlife management,
but it is a completely different thing to take part in it.
Growing up in suburban Ontario and New
Brunswick for most of my youth, I was fascinated
by the beauty of wildlife – and very anti-hunting. I thought
anyone who took an animal’s life was vile. Fueled by my
interest to learn more about wildlife, I set myself on an
educational path toward wildlife management and how I could
play an active role in supporting these animals. To that end,
I enrolled in the Fish and Wildlife Technician Program at the
Maritime College of Forest Technology in Fredericton, New
Brunswick. Here, my eyes were truly opened.
In the program, I learned how hunting is a way for biologists

to monitor species populations and promote a healthy balance.
Fascinated by this revelation, but now conflicted with my
original perceptions, I took further initiative to research
wildlife across Canada – I needed to prove this truth to myself.
In this new personal journey, not only did I learn much more
about wildlife management, but I also took a creative approach
to sharing my findings with others. During my observations to
grasp the behaviours of these animals, I also became interested
in photography and documenting my learnings.
Since starting this discovery journey, one animal in particular
consumed my mind: Puma concolor – more commonly known
as cougar. Many aspects of its life are shrouded in mystery and
as I continued my self-directed learnings, I became addicted
MOUNTAIN HUNTER - FALL 2021 |
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and increasingly driven to learn more about these animals.
Upon learning that hunting these cats was part of managing
the species, I had to quench my thirst by learning more for
myself. Reading online articles about cougar management was
limited and skewed by various opinions. This was something
I needed to fully experience for myself.
I started a new chapter of my journey by reaching out to
Ben Stourac of Arcadia Outfitting Ltd. in West Kelowna, BC.
Ben offered management hunts for cougars and gave the
impression he’d provide a reliable hunting experience from
which I could truly learn. Although this was exactly what I
was looking for, I was feeling a bit apprehensive. I had never
hunted before and most beginners would probably start with
something simple like deer. However, I had always been
mystified by cougars, and I wanted my first experience to be
special, different, and meaningful. Ben gave me the courage I
needed to pursue this hunt myself, to make it a fully immersive
experience. With his support, I decided to put my money
where my mouth was and harvest my first-ever animal.
As the date of the hunt approached, I headed south from
Prince George to rendezvous with Ben. Although I am no
stranger to being around big game, whether it be while at
work in forestry in the BC wilderness or while photographing
wildlife in my spare time, this experience would far exceed all
other wildlife-based encounters I’d ever had.

14 |
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December 1st, 2020 was the first day of the hunt and I
was filled with uncontainable enthusiasm. Although I had
extensively researched these big cats before this hunt, the
guides from Arcadia Outfitting were able to provide even more
expertise on their behaviors and other valuable knowledge
that cannot truly be understood from reading alone. I felt
slightly bad for Ben because of my constant questions and
excitement throughout the day!
Late that afternoon we encountered some big female tracks
and set the dogs on them to pick up the scent. After getting a
big sniff, they took off into the bush leaving me running after
them with all my photography gear and rifle.
After chasing the dogs for a few minutes through ankledeep snow, we caught up to where they were. I could see
the dogs barking and riled up 20 meters away at the bottom
of a medium-sized spruce, but I could not see anything in
the tree itself. We moved closer to 10 meters from the tree,
and actively searched around, but still could still not see or
hear the animal. I was truly doubting it was even there for a
moment. I moved closer, now to the base of the tree.
Looking up I suddenly found myself staring directly into the
eyes of a natural-born killer. Time stopped. I was completely
paralyzed looking in the eyes of one of the most elusive
animals in British Columbia, an animal rightfully nicknamed
the “Ghost of the Forest.” I broke my gaze to begin looking for

Our amazing lead dog Tracker is a really
good girl, brilliant and relentless – with
one hell of a nose! One of my favorite dogs
I’ve ever worked with. ~ Ben Stourac
an open shot opportunity, the whole time being watched from
above. I took careful aim and took the shot. Injured, the cat
jumped from the tree and ran for cover in the forest, with men
and hounds in pursuit.
Ten minutes of pure adrenaline and shock later, we
found her. Dead on the ground, under a thicket of spruce
regeneration. Upon arrival at the cougar’s side, I fell to my
knees and thanked it. I truthfully had no idea what else to do.
I cautiously felt the fur, incredibly carefully, as if she would
suddenly spring back to life.
With all the skewed perceptions of hunting, by engaging in
I was so happy. For the first time, I had taken a role in one firsthand, I was able to see what goes on with my own
managing such a beautiful species. I was helping to provide eyes and I am fortunate to say it was an amazing, intense, and
data for the future betterment of the species, and I was emotional experience.
fortunate to have an experience that had already significantly
impacted my life. We determined the weight of the female
EDITOR’S NOTE:
cat was 110 pounds, I dragged it to the road, and together we
Reach Ben Stourac of Arcadia Outfitting by phone at
skinned it. I took the skull and pelt to provide data to the
403-763-8553 or visit www.arcadiaoutfitting.com
provincial biologist, and the meat to eat, wanting to waste as
little of the cat as possible.
MOUNTAIN HUNTER - FALL 2021 |
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Strong turnout for
GOABC’s first-ever
VIRTUAL CONVENTION
Our two-day convention on May 28th
and 29th, Stand Strong and United, saw
strong turnout and engagement. Well
done to all those who ventured forth
into this new frontier! Together yet
apart we engaged with government
and elected a new board to lead the
organization into the year ahead.

GOABC

2021 VIRTUAL CONVENTION
MOUNTAIN HUNTER - FALL 2021 |
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NEWLY ELECTED BOARD
President: Sean Olmstead (1 year)
Past President: Michael Schneider (1 year)
1st Vice President: Mike Young (2 years)
2nd Vice President: Matt Leuenberger (1 year)
Director: Fraser MacDonald (2 years)
Director: Jim Lancaster (2 years)
Director: Craig Kiselbach (1 year)
Director: Joyce Sword (1 year)

REGIONAL PRESIDENTS
Mike (Spike) Lewis - Region 1/2, Vancouver
Island and Coast
Ben Stourac - Region 3, Thompson
Riley Leuenberger - Region 4, Southern
Stewart Fraser - Region 5, Cariboo Chilcotin
Shana Dennis - Region 6, North
Colin Niemeyer - Region 6, Northwest
Scott Pichette - Region 7A, North Central
Aaron Fredlund - Region 7B, Northern
Melvin Kilback - Region 8, Okanagan

Brenda, Scott and Jennifer
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AWARDS NIGHT
Following the business meeting and breakout sessions to discuss the key issues
facing our industry, we returned at 7 p.m. for our Awards Night where we had
the opportunity to hear from our sponsors, Dallas Safari Club and the Wild Sheep
Foundation, and celebrate our many deserving winners.
Outfitter o the ear

Doug McMann

resi ent s

ar

Dixie Hammett

ran

te art

ar

Doug McMann

air Chase

ar

Helen Schwantje

Provincial Wildlife Veterinarian

a

o the ear

ar

Brandie Olmstead

ui e o the ear

ar

Clayton Steffey
Moose Valley Outfitters

(retired)

Guide of the Year runners-up: Larry Fitzpatrick - Inzana Outfitters & Quintin (Neil) Berard - Backcountry BC and Beyond.

DRAW PRIZE WINNERS
• Ladies Jewellery: Rosi Stourac
• Active Member’s Saddle: Scott Miller
(Made by Monty Warren)

• Life Members: Nancy Koopman of Kelowna, BC
won a Rocky Mountain elk hunt with Kettle River
Guides & Outfitters

Although a great success, nothing beats being together in person as an outfitting
family. We are already counting down the days until we are together again.

Join us in Kelowna March 24-26, 2022
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California
Bighorn
Sheep
mule deer
moose
cougar • lynx
black bear
mountain goat

BRUCE & TERRY
AMBLER
250.459.2367

Clinton, BC Canada
amblersbighornguiding@gmail.com

amblersbighornguiding.com

Darwin & Wendy Cary
5615 Deadpine Drive
Kelowna, BC V1P 1A3

Tel: (250) 491-1885
Cell: (250) 859 4327
Email: info@scooplake.com
www.scooplake.com
WE HUNT:

Stone Sheep, Moose, Goat, Caribou, Elk, Black Bear & Wolf
WE FISH:

Lake Trout, Bull Trout, Arctic Grayling, Dolly Varden,
Northern Pike, Rainbow Trout & White Fish
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Artist Feature

SAMUEL MEAS
orn in Scarborough, Ontario, Samuel Meas lived
in two worlds: the wilds of northern Ontario, and
the concrete jungle of Toronto. He chased after
the outdoors, as these areas became his places of
solitude, tranquility, and peace.
Samuel’s primary medium is oil on canvas. This medium
harkens back to the classic 19th century painters of the west.
Oil paints strengthen the expressive element of Samuel’s
creative process. Unlike watercolors that require meticulous
planning, the oil paint medium enables him to paint over his
work many times to create the exact marks he desires in a
fluid, natural, and spontaneous fashion.
Papa (as the Meas family referred to their father) finished
attaching a worm to the minuscule hook.
“You don’t want too much, or the fish get scared,” he would
always say. Samuel reclined on the inflatable watercraft that
they used to traverse the waterways of the southern Ontario
region. As Sam dropped his line into the water, it wasn’t two
minutes until he saw the end of his rod dancing in the afternoon
sky.
“I got one!” he exclaimed, as he reeled his big catch in. The fish
sprang out of the water, gleaming in the bright sun.
“Good, good,” Papa said, with a grin spreading across his large
cheeks. Papa removed the tiny pumpkinseed from Sam’s line
and placed it in the plastic pale with the others.
“This is why I like this spot, always fish,” his father said as the
last fish created a drumbeat upon the plastic pail.
So was Samuel’s first taste of the outdoor lifestyle –
summer camping trips with his family, and fishing trips
for pumpkinseed and yellow perch in the Peterborough
waterways. It wasn’t much in terms of outdoor adventure,
but it was enough to kindle the fire that would engulf his life
and identity.
As he grew to be a young teen, Samuel joined his uncles and
grandfather on fishing trips into the backcountry of northern
Ontario. Here, he would try his hand at fishing walleye and
northern pike. Uncle David, the greatest outdoorsman in the
family, was a man that Samuel looked up to. Sam always
loved going to his house up in Cochrane. Seeing the log cabin

Right: Princess of the Mountain 16” x 20” oil on canvas.
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Morning Colors - 24” x 30” oil on canvas.
aesthetic, with deer mounts as coat racks, and a large black
bear mount beside the fireplace gave his strong imagination
wings to fly.
During Samuel’s time at school, he loved to spend any spare
time drawing, whether it be in his school notebooks, or his
sketchbooks at home. His first subjects for his creations
were dinosaurs. Just like any child, he loved to imagine these
wingless dragons roaming the earth as kings of their domain.
As he grew older, his interests began to move more towards
living creatures. One drawing, that sowed the seeds that would
later on flower into his career, was one of a red-tailed hawk.
This drawing was created back in high school. He loved the
mix of smooth textures in the beak and eyes, with the rough
textures of ruffled feathers. He was unsure of how to make
something like that a career, and so he kept it as a hobby.
Samuel knew that he wanted his career to either incorporate
creative or athletic pursuits. After graduating, he joined the
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Canadian Navy and lived in the beautiful Esquimalt region
on Vancouver Island. Here, he was able to experience the
gorgeous sights of Juan de Fuca, the resident whales and
porpoises, and the coastal mountains. During his time in
the military, his desire to make art his career grew to an
unbearable level, and in 2014, he enrolled himself in the OCAD
University Illustration program in Toronto.
During his time in university, Samuel received his Ontario
hunting and firearm licenses. As the first person in his direct
family, and living too far away from his uncle to hunt with
him, Samuel began hunting on his own.
On one spring bear hunt, Samuel packed up his external
frame pack and headed off into the woods of central Ontario.
His experience in the military had given him many skills that
helped him live and move in the wilderness, but tracking
animals was another story; especially spring bears in the thick
Ontario woods without either bait, or previous experience in

Parting Friends - 18” x 20” oil on canvas.
that region. Regardless, he was determined to get his boots on
the ground and learn this new pursuit.
Finding himself in a small, wet drainage, he discovered
muddy tracks that looked to be a highway for wildlife in and
out of this region. He seated himself in a recess next to a small
clearing and kept his eyes and ears ready for his chance at a
bear.
This time of year, everything was brittle. Everything was
heard before it was seen. Samuel closed his eyes to focus all
his powers on his audible abilities. The slight rustling of the
wind was the only sound he heard for a long time. Eventually,
the lack of sleep the previous night took its toll and Samuel fell
into a midday snooze.
Crack! Samuel woke up to hear a distant noise of what he
thought might be a group of hunters, possibly carrying a sled
of sorts. The sounds slowly moved from Samuel’s distant left
to his right side. As he listened intently, sometimes a minute

would pass without a noise, then the sounds would erupt
again, noticeably closer. This pattern continued for about ten
minutes and then stopped entirely.
Had they disappeared into thin air? Then CRASH! The sound
came from directly behind him. Samuel slowly turned his
head to glimpse a mass of gray pass in his peripheral vision.
Sam rustled some leaves under him that stopped the mass
in its tracks. He could now see what this monstrous animal
was – a bull moose with budding spring antlers. Sam stayed
completely motionless as the moose looked directly at him.
From ten yards away, Sam could do nothing but look in awe
at this massive animal. He had seen many moose before, but
not one that he could touch from only a couple of steps away.
This interaction lasted for about ten minutes before the moose
continued on its way.
His heart still thumping, Samuel decided to try his tracking
skills to see where the animal had gone. He followed the tracks
MOUNTAIN HUNTER - FALL 2021 |
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Top left: Foreshadow - 24” x 30” oil on canvas
Bottom left: Crown of Glory - 24” x 30” oil on canvas
until they left the moist drainage but could not follow them
any further. He was loving the learning process of this new
experience!
Although wildlife kept popping up in his assignments, Samuel
did not fully realize that the natural world was his calling until
his thesis year. During the winter break, he created an oil
painting of a bison that he had photographed the previous
summer. He loved every minute of it and hoped to one day
make this type of artwork his career.
After graduating in 2018, Samuel took a trip west to
re-experience the mountains that he missed so much. After
his twelve-day journey, he committed himself to becoming
a wildlife painter. Upon returning to Toronto, he immersed
himself in his painting and created his first piece in this new
venture, Morning Colors. This painting depicts a moose in
Jasper, Alberta coming out of the cool woods and into the
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Top right: The Forager - 24” x 30” oil on canvas
Bottom right: Ex Nihilo - 24” x 30” oil on canvas
warm light of morning. He adds bright, vibrant colors in ways
that appear both natural and common. The cool ultramarine
and cerulean blues on the body contrast the warm oranges and
yellows on the face. This contrast expresses the movement
from feelings of darkness and confusion, into a bright future
and determined mind.
Samuel packed his bags and headed west to live in Lake
Louise, Alberta. He used this opportunity to set his creative
spirit aflame with the natural beauty of the region. He
created works like The Forager, Conspiracy in a Snowstorm,
and Princess of the Mountains. During his time in the area,
he became represented by his first gallery, Art of Man, in the
Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise.
EDITOR’S NOTE:
Reach Samuel at samuel_meas@live.com or 647-455-1645

Conspiracy in a Snowstorm - 24” x 30” oil on canvas.
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Your
Source
for
A dventur e
E X PER IENCE BIG - G A M E H U N TS I N
T H E WOR LD ’ S W ILDEST A N D MOST
M AGN IF ICEN T DEST I NAT IONS I N
T H E PAGES OF

A MER ICA’S

PR E MIER H U N T I NG

A DV EN T U R E M AG A Z I N E .

S U B SCR I BE

T ODAY AT

OU R SPECI A L L OW PR ICE !

$ 49.97 USD, ONE YEAR (CANADA &
INTERNATIONAL ADDRESSES)
$29.97 USD, ONE YEAR (US ADDRESSES)

FIND

U S AT

S P ORT S A F I E L D . COM
Proudly
Supports
Wildlife FirstTM

Special Discounted Advertising Rates for GOABC outfitter members!
Contact James Reed at jreed@sportsafield.com

MERVYN’S
Yukon Outfitting
Horseback Hunts
Excellent Dall Sheep
Alaska Yukon Moose
Mountain Caribou
Wild Wood Bison
Grizzly and Black Bear
Wolf and Wolverine

Elk Valley
Bighorn
Outfitters

Hunting British Columbia’s Rocky Mountains for:
Elk, Bighorn Sheep, Mountain Goat, Shiras Moose, Black Bear,
Mule Deer, Cougar, Lynx, Wolf

Ryan & Denise Damstrom
MYO
Tim & Jen
Mervyn

www.yukonsheep.com

Email: myo@yukonsheep.com
Phone: (867) 633-6188
Box 33036 Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5Y5

250.421.0476
ryden@skcmail.ca

Sam Medcalf
250.425.5531
sam@elkvalleybighorn.ca

elkvalleybighorn.ca
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HIGHLIGHT
of the HUNT
Skinner Creek Hunts guided John Halandras
of Colorado to this spring black bear.

Jim Holland of Minnesota with his moose scored at 250 after
a successful hunt with Mackenzie Mountain Outfitters.

Jon Eric and Kristian from Norway with their black bear
guided by Silent Mountain Outfitters.

Paul Pierce from Oregon and Dennis Klemp
with Paul’s early September mountain goat,
guided by Eureka Peak Lodge & Outfitters.
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Dave Van Belleghem from Calgary, Alberta with Dall sheep after
successful hunt guided by Bonnet Plume Outfitters.

Dennis Knose of Ohio, with Stone sheep, guided by James
Cruickshank of Backcountry BC and Beyond Ltd.

Joe Jensen of California with August 2019 wolf guided
by Cassidy Caron of South Nahanni Outfitters.

Norwegian hunter Torgrim Furuhaug with Mountain
Hunter Record Book black bear Spring 2018 (19 4/16)
guided by Cariboo Mountain Outfitters.

Matt Thoma from Pennsylvania with his moose after successful hunt
with Northwest Big Game Outfitters.

Submit your “Highlight of the Hunt” photos to see your
most compelling BC hunting memories featured.

Brad Hestad of Alberta with turkey guided
by Yahk Mountain Outfitters.

Send us your pics of the moments that made your hunt stand out from all
the rest. Submit to communications@goabc.org with the outfitter’s name,
species and/or names of people in photo, your home state, province or
country, and adventure date.
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The Majestic

KING OF THE MOUNTAIN
by Rocco Verelli
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I had ventured on three previous mountain goat hunts
without any success, all of which had taken place in the
months of August and September. This time, however, I was
trying my luck in February on a winter goat hunt in BC.
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“Take him before he gets away,” Logan
nervously whispered.
“I can’t see him! I can’t see him with all this
snow and ice blowing in my face,” I replied.
“Take him - he’s getting away!” Logan persisted.
had ventured on three previous mountain goat
hunts without any success, all of which had taken
place in the months of August and September. This
time, however, I was trying my luck in February on
a winter goat hunt in BC. On this, my fourth attempt, I felt
that things would be different because I had finally figured
out the secret to success...or so I thought!
As a hockey dad to two teenage sons, I have come to realize
that being physically in shape and skillful at the game only
makes up 50 percent of one’s performance on the ice. I
firmly believe that the other 50 percent comes from mental
preparation. You simply cannot succeed if you are not
mentally prepared for the challenge. Hunting is no different.
I had been scouting the Guide Outfitters Association of
BC (GOABC) website, looking for a winter goat hunt in BC
for quite some time. I came across two well-known winter
outfitters who have great goat territories with the quality
genetics necessary to produce monster Rocky Mountain
goats. One was Bob Milligan, of Milligan Outfitters Ltd., a
highly respected and experienced guide. The other, was
Logan Hodson, of Last Frontier Hunting Co., who had recently
acquired the adjacent Bolen Lewis territory, also well known
for producing terrific animals.
I called Logan and asked him if he was willing to take me
on a winter goat hunt. I explained my situation along with
my sad history of unsuccessful goat hunts. Would he be able
to help me find a respectable billy with the least amount of
super-steep climbing as possible? Logan answered in the
affirmative! He reassured me that he would do whatever it
took to get me close to a nice billy by pre-scouting the area
and adding a second guide, Timber Lewis (Spike Lewis’ son) to
help improve our odds. I was sold! Gaining access to one of
the best trophy goat territories with two experienced guides
by my side, how could I possibly refuse? (I later found out
that his territory really didn’t need any pre-scouting because
it had goats on every hilltop!)
Months later, I arrived at the Terrace, BC airport where I
met Logan and Timber. That’s when I started to get a bit
nervous about the upcoming hunt. How the heck was a
middle-aged guy like me going to keep up with a couple of
young stallions like these two? I soon learned that as part of
his daily routine, Logan would jog a few miles and Timber,
being a junior hockey player, would do the same and more.
I had to think fast and come up with a solution. I told them
that once we started going up the mountain, one should lead
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and the other should follow behind me. That way if I fell, one
of them would be there to help me get back on my feet. They
both laughed and agreed. This way, I could better control the
speed of the climb. The last thing that I wanted was for these
guys to think that I couldn’t keep up with them.
On the first morning of our hunt the temperature at our
camp was minus 20° C with strong winds. Logan explained
that it usually wasn’t very cold at this time of year, that the
average was typically around 0° C. He said that the cold front
was predicted to last two days and it would definitely increase
our odds of getting a trophy billy - we should take advantage
of it. I was a bit confused.
“Besides making it easier for us to freeze to death, how can
these frigid temperatures and strong winds help us?” Logan
laughed and said that with cold temperature and strong
winds, the goats tended to stay in the same spot until the
weather got better. Well, that sounded encouraging; I sure
hoped he was right!
We drove several hours to get to our hunting location.
Logan had set aside this specific area of his
territory for my hunt. He said that he
likes to break his territory
into sections
and

On the first morning of our hunt
the temperature at our camp
was -20° C with strong winds.
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only take one hunter per year, or every second year, to each
section as that was the best way to harvest monster goats.
Wow, I was impressed! These guys definitely know how to
manage their territories to maximize trophy opportunities
for their clients.
Logan and I drove together on his snowmobile while Timber
was using his quad. The area was amazing! As it wasn’t easily
accessible, the area saw very little, if any, hunting pressure.
We travelled all morning looking for goats, Logan glassing
one side of the valley while Timber glassed the other. Logan
finally spotted the huge goat he had seen the previous week.
Although it was very far away and definitely hard to get to,
he was determined. Initially he couldn’t get a real good look
at the billy because he was perched on a small stone cliff just
below the high mountain top, but after glassing him for about
an hour, Logan gave the go-ahead to go after him.
By then it was already 11:30 a.m. and we needed to get to
the billy before dark. We snowmobiled for about two hours,
trying to narrow the distance to our target. The closer we
got to the top of the mountain, the stronger the wind and the
cooler it became. In fact, it got so cold that Logan decided
that we should pack it up for the day and return the following
morning. I was worried that the billy would leave the area,
but Logan assured me that with this frigid weather and strong
winds, he would still be there in the morning. I wasn’t as
confident as Logan and still worried that we might not be able
to get to that billy the next day.
The next morning was even colder and windier than the
previous day. After not much sleep, we had breakfast and got
our gear ready. Our plan was to get an early start so that we
could give ourselves enough time for the challenging climb
that was awaiting us. We got on the snowmobile and quad
and off we went into the darkness.
When we arrived at the lookout point from which we had
last seen the billy, Logan and Timber got out their spotting
scopes and got to work. For almost 30 minutes, they patiently
glassed the entire mountainside where the goat had been last
seen. The ferocious winds and blowing snow made it very
difficult to locate the goat, but finally, Logan did! The goat
was exactly in the same area where he had last been seen.
Unfortunately, still too far off to be able to confirm that he
was indeed a billy. Although Logan had seen some pretty big
nannies in the past, he was pretty sure that this was a billy.
Nevertheless, he wanted to get closer to make a positive ID. I
was getting nervous and anxious all at the same time. I really
wanted to get a billy and leave the nannies to reproduce for
future generations.
Logan scanned the mountain, trying to come up with a game
plan that would get us to where we needed to be. The goat
was nestled in a cave-like recess on the second ridge, about
50 yards from the top of the mountain. There was absolutely
no way to get above him. He had located himself perfectly
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in a spot that would provide him shelter from the wind and
protection from predators from above. The only logical plan
was to get as close as possible to the goat from the side, where
the wind would be in our face so that the billy could neither
hear nor smell us. The problem was that we had to get past
the first ridge before we could get to him, and that ridge
looked really, really steep!
We hopped back onto our machines and drove further to get
as close as possible to the side of the mountain. As expected,
the higher up the mountain we got, the stronger the winds
became. In time we reached a point where Logan decided
to drop me off so that he could go a bit further on his own to
see if there was a better way to get to our target. I huddled
behind a boulder for protection against the wind, while Logan
and Timber drove off towards the top.
The cold and wind seemed to be getting worse by the minute.
My water bottle was nearly frozen and they were nowhere in
sight. Sitting there by myself, my mind started to play tricks
on me. What if they didn’t come back? I’d end up becoming
a frozen popsicle, just like that dude in the Shining!
After about an hour, which felt like an eternity, they finally
made their way back. Logan stated that he had some good
news and some bad news. He said that he broke his rifle in
two pieces when his snowmobile flipped over twice during
his steep climb. That meant that I had better make sure that
my rifle shot perfectly straight since I could no longer use his
rifle as a back-up. More pressure on me not to miss! So, what
was the good news? Apparently, they found a way to get to the
billy, but it wouldn’t be easy. If these two young guys found
it hard, how would I pull it off?
Logan assured me that we would take it nice and easy on
the icy ridges, being careful to avoid any missteps that could
get us seriously hurt, while at the same time avoid creating
any avalanches. “Wow!” I replied, “That was the good news!
I was expecting you to say that you saw the billy and it was
going to be an easy 50 yard shot!” Logan just smiled and said,
“Have faith, we will get it done,” repeating his “nice and easy”
mantra over and over again.
It was 9:30 a.m. when we finally received the green light
to get ready to start climbing. I prepared my gear, checking
my rifle carefully to make sure there had been no damage
done to it on the ride up. I added layers of clothing, as the
temperature dropped down close to minus 40° C, with a
wind speed reaching 80 kilometers per hour. I was mentally
prepared for the climb ahead...or so I thought.
Logan led the way, pointing to the first ridge that we had to
get to, while Timber followed behind me. It looked fairly close
but when everything is covered in snow, distances become
very difficult to judge. After about an hour, we managed to
make it to the first ridge. I figured that it wasn’t all that bad
and felt pretty good about myself. Yup, my mental training
had paid off! Unfortunately, this feeling of euphoria didn’t

last very long because we soon realized that to get to the
second ridge, the climb was going to be brutal. My worst
nightmare was about to come true. Climbing an ice-covered,
near-vertical slope in an 80 kilometer-per-hour wind. Is this
for real? I asked myself over and over.
Logan calmed me with his “nice and easy and we will get
it done” lullaby. Since we still weren’t 100 percent certain
that this was in fact a billy and not a nanny, was it worth the
risk? Relying on my mental preparation, I went deep inside
my head, after which I came out saying to myself, “Yes, I can
do it and yes, I will do it!” They say that there is a fine line
between courage and insanity. In that moment, I suddenly
saw it firsthand.
As we climbed the second ridge, my task was made a little

easier by the tracks that Logan was making ahead of me.
After climbing another hour, it was now about 11:30 a.m. and
still no sign of the goat. According to Logan, we needed to go
a little bit further up and to our right. Since the weather was
getting worse and the climb was getting steeper and icier,
Logan decided to go ahead by himself to try and locate the
goat and left me behind with Timber to give me a break. Good
idea because I definitely needed it. The climb had taken its
toll. I was tired and thirsty, and my water bottle had frozen
over. The only thing that I could do to rehydrate myself was
to “drink” some of the snow.
After about ten minutes, we saw Logan in the distance
frantically waving at us to come urgently. “I think Logan
found the billy,” remarked Timber. I jumped with excitement
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from the comfortable “snow seat” that I had made for myself
and quickly began making my way towards Logan.
I got to about 50 yards from Logan when I couldn’t continue
anymore. That last stretch was pretty darned close to a
90-degree slope and if I fell, I would go straight down the
mountain. In front of me, I had Logan waving, telling me to
come quickly and behind me, I had Timber pushing me to go
forward. Having come so far, I wasn’t about to quit now. I
needed to move forward, making sure not to look down.
Those last few yards proved to be the most brutal and
frightening experience of my life, bar none. I finally got to
Logan and perched myself next to him on the side of the ridge.
The wind was howling, and I couldn’t see a damn thing! I
dared not look down as I struggled to get a firm footing on the
ice covered slope so that I could stabilize myself.
Logan said that the billy was 110 yards away and that I
should adjust my scope accordingly. Logan later told me
that when he had turned the corner of the ridge, both he and
the billy became locked in eye-to-eye contact. Each one was
surprised to see the other.
After what seemed like an eternity, I finally got my rifle out
of my packsack and into position to shoot.
“Take him before he gets away,” Logan nervously whispered.
“I can’t see him. I can’t see him with all this snow and ice
blowing in my face,“ I replied.
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“Take him! He’s getting away!” Logan persisted.
A few minutes passed before I got my eyes on the billy. The
wind had momentarily stopped, giving me the opportunity to
put the crosshairs on him. I squeezed off my first round and it
was a perfect lung shot. The billy was still standing so Logan
quickly said to shoot again. As soon as the wind slowed to
give me another opening, I took the second shot.
“You got him again,” Logan reported. “Shoot another
round.”
What? How could he still be standing after taking two solid
hits from my 7mm Mag? Regardless, I took my third shot and
it, too, went right in the “boiler room” finally knocking the
billy over the ridge. On his way down, he bounced off two
smaller ridges, before coming to rest nearly 500 yards below
us. That’s when it occurred to me that I had finally harvested
one of my dream, big game animals. I yelled with joy as I
hugged Logan and Timber. They were both happy too but
kept telling me to keep my volume down, fearful my shouts
might start an avalanche. For some reason, at that moment
I didn’t really care. I just wanted the world to know that “I
DID IT” and that everything is possible when you put your
mind to it.
We started our climb down, carefully making our way
towards the goat. After almost two hours, we got close enough
for Logan to confirm with his binoculars that the goat was

wrapped around a pine tree. Logan and Timber rushed ahead
and cried out that it was a nanny. At that moment, my heart
just fell out of my chest! I couldn’t believe it. How could this
dream hunt of mine be ruined by taking a mature female?
When I drew closer, Logan and Timber both started to laugh
out loud. The joke was on me. These mountain boys sure
have a sense of humor!
According to Logan, this was one of the biggest-bodied billies
that he had ever guided for. He weighed about 350 pounds
and grossed over 52 inches Boone & Crockett. Later that week,
the local biologist estimated that the billy was about seven
years old. Imagine if had lived until the age of 10? He could
have potentially become a world record.
In closing, I have to thank Logan and Timber for making
my dream come true. If it wasn’t for their goat hunting
knowledge and sheer determination this successful hunt

wouldn’t have been possible. After our 13-hour adventure,
we were completely exhausted as we made our way back to
camp. I looked at Logan while he was driving and noticed a
smile on his face. When he looked back at me, it was then
that we both knew just how much this hunt had meant to
both of us. He now knew for sure that he had acquired
one of the best producing, both in number and in quality,
monster goat territories in North America. As for me, I was
comforted knowing for certain that when I put my mind to it,
I can accomplish just about anything. What better proof did
I need than harvesting the “Majestic King of the Mountain”
on his own turf?
EDITOR’S NOTE:
Reach Logan Hodson at 250-643-4177 or visit their
website at www.lastfrontierhunting.com
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full facility lodge with all amenities



  
 


 
 


 
 


 
 
 
 


RECONNECT
WITH THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Download B&C’s FREE
Trail Cam 101 Lesson Plan
G R E AT FA M I LY A C T I V I T Y !

Visit our web site for the FREE download and more
information on our Trail Camera Virtual Lesson Plans

WWW.BOONE-CROCKETT.ORG/LEARN
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Eureka Peak Lodge & Outfitters
Hunts for Mule Deer, Whitetail Deer, Black
Bear, Mt. Goat, Moose, Cougar, Lynx and
Wolf in Beautiful British Columbia Canada

Gundahoo
River Outfitters
Specializing in
Stone Sheeep, Moose, Caribou,
Mountain Goat and Black Bear

MUNCHO LAKE, BC

QUINTIN THOMPSON

Box 2941, Rocky Mountain House,
Alberta Canada T4T 1P2

Proud Member

Proud Member

 403-391-7879
 Toll Free 1-866-GRO-HUNT
 info@gundahoo.com

gundahoo.com

Mackenzie Mountain Outfitters
Stan Stevens
Recent
Trophies

Phone # 250-719-8340
www.mmo-stanstevens.com
mmostanstevens@gmail.com
Facebook
Mackenzie Mountain Outfitters
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BABINE

MOOSE HUNT
by Thomas Vaida

As the fall of 2020 approached,
there was a critical shortage of
moose meat in our freezer. Moose
meat is our family staple, so a
hunt for moose was in order.
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s the fall of 2020 approached, there was a critical
shortage of moose meat in our freezer. Moose
meat is our family staple, so a hunt for moose was
in order.
I have hunted moose for 17 years near Babine Lake under
the provincial limited entry permit program for BC residents.
Unfortunately, I was not successful in the lottery draw that
June and none of my hunting buddies could make a joint hunt
either. My best option was to book a hunt with a successful
guide outfitter.
The area I usually hunted falls within the 8,000 square mile
exclusive guiding territory of Jack and Lloyd Hooper, owners
of Babine Guide Outfitters. Several times over the years we
had crossed paths in the bush, and I knew that they were
highly successful in getting game for their clients
and ran a very professional operation. I felt
quite secure in contacting them to
see if I could book a hunt.
Although they do
harvest
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some large trophy bulls every year, they specialize in hunters
looking for meat moose and have a very high success rate.
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions and border closures, I hoped
that my odds of booking a hunt at the last moment would be
good. Most of their clients are from either the United States
or Europe and were prevented from entry into Canada at that
time. I called and spoke with Jack. I told him that I was looking
for a meat moose and not necessarily big antlers. Although
there are some huge bulls within the territory, the majority
are well suited for the freezer. That was okay with me as I
had previously taken a Boone & Crocket Lifetime trophy bull
from the area and did not need another wall hanger. I simply
wanted to shoot the first edible-looking bull that we saw.
Jack and Lloyd had expanded their area by buying an
adjacent guiding territory over the previous winter. Their new
area was where I had shot most of my moose in the past. I was
concerned that they might not want to take a resident hunter
for fear that I might come back in following years and use the
knowledge gained and interfere with their hunters. I assured
them, however, that at my age (70), I planned to only hunt
with guide outfitters from here onwards. Also, I committed
to showing them some of my “honey holes” in their
new area if we did happen to spend some
time there!
Lloyd confirmed that
they would

take me on as a client. I was quite pleased and relieved and
could now look forward to a fall hunt. I booked a 10-day oneon-one hunt and let them choose the dates when they thought
I would have the best success. Lloyd told me that if we started
the hunt on October 5th, we would probably be able to get a
moose within three days.
We talked about the hunt details and how COVID-19 had
really hurt the outfitting business. They had made some major
investments in the territory and hoped that a vaccine would
be quickly found, and the borders re-opened. They had built
a couple of new cabins and outbuildings in the area, and I
was anxious to see the new developments. Some of the new
outpost cabins even had Wi-Fi and showers!
I arrived in the afternoon the day before my hunt was to
begin. After unloading my bags and rifles into one of the
recently-built cabins, Jack said that we had enough time to go
for an afternoon hunt on the lake, and off we went. We did not
see any moose that evening, but elk had been expanding their
range in this area of BC and we spotted two cow elk with two
calves feeding in a marsh by the side of the lake. I had seen
their tracks before, but this was the first actual sighting that
I’d had of live elk here. It was fun to watch them, and it fueled
my certainty that this was going to be a great hunt.
We were up early the next day. The plan was to hunt the
lake at first light with Jack until we got to a remote logging
area where there was a dock and a waiting truck. We did not
see any moose on the lake but were confident that the nearby
logging roads could provide a sighting. Although we did not
see any moose during the day, we saw three black
bears in a logging slash. And then, as we were
taking the boat back to the lodge, we
sighted two moose, a cow

and a calf, in the same marsh where the elk had been the night
before. We waited until dark for a bull to show but it did not
happen.
Day two arrived bright and early. The plan for that day was
to hunt with Lloyd along the lake in the morning, hunt the
logging roads during the day, and then spend the night at one
of their recently-built and fully-equipped outpost cabins on
a small, remote lake. The following day we would drive the
logging blocks again before returning to the main lodge. I was
anxious to see the cabins as the last time I had been at that lake
there were no structures, just excellent fishing for rainbow
trout. I made sure to pack a fly rod, reel, and flies just in case
we found time to cast a line.
As we headed down the lake, Lloyd spotted a bull moose on
a hillside high above the lake but out of reach for us. Once we
docked the boat, we got in the truck and spent the morning
looking for a bull. The only game we saw were ruffed and
spruce grouse that came out to the gravel roads.
In the afternoon, we went to a large nearby lake where some
of their older cabins were located. Lloyd wanted to check on
the structures and I had always wanted to get on this lake
that could only be reached by trail. At the end of the trail was
a boat to travel the lake and access the cabins. It was fun to
see these older cabins that had been built many decades ago.
We continued to hunt the lake and took a short timeout for
me to try flyfishing the inlet to the lake. I did not catch any
trout but did hook (and lose) a large fish which fought like
a big lake trout. As we travelled back down the lake, Lloyd
spotted another moose, again a long distance away. While we
tried to quickly narrow the distance, it walked back into the
bush, not to be seen again.
That evening was spent in a beautiful new cabin built on
a smaller lake. I was impressed how it had an outbuilding
containing a shower facility, as well as a power hoist for
skinning a moose. It also had the most skookum outhouse
that one would ever see or use!
The third day broke sunny and clear and we were off to
drive through the logging blocks once again. There were
some clearcuts where we had seen lots of sign the previous
day, so Lloyd wanted to target these. No sightings were had
that morning, but in the early afternoon we came to a small
cutblock, and Lloyd immediately spotted three cow moose
off to the left just outside the timber. As soon as we looked
forward, we both spotted a nice bull 125 yards away, just
inside the cutblock from the timber. I bailed out of the truck,
loaded my rifle, found a rest, took aim, and fired. The bull
went down at the shot and the celebrating began.
After the moose was field dressed, I helped Lloyd bring the
bull to the truck. First, Lloyd used a long length of rope tied to
the bull which was then run through a snatch block anchored
to a tree stump above and on the opposite side of the road.
Next, the rope was secured to the truck, and then the bull was
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easily brought up to the road as the truck was backed up the
road. Once on the road it was winched into the pickup’s bed
and then we were off, headed for the main lodge. As darkness
arrived, we got down to the boat to head back to the main
lodge. Due to the slope at the gravel landing site, the moose
was loaded onto the bow of the boat with some difficulty.
After we got back to the main lodge, the bull was offloaded
and brought up to the skinning shed. Lloyd and Jack made
quick work of skinning the moose and placing the quarters on
meat hooks in the refrigerated meat house. Since I had seven
more days to spend at the lodge, I knew that the meat would
be nicely aged before it got to the butcher near my hometown.
The following morning, I slept in until 9 a.m. and hung out at
the lodge checking emails, social media, websites and reading
back issues of Mountain Hunter magazine.
In the afternoon we drove into Smithers and completed
the compulsory inspection of the moose. Not all areas of BC
require this, but in many parts of Region 6 it is mandatory
for all bulls taken. This entailed inspection of the antlers
and surrendering the required incisor tooth. Smithers is a

delightful town with lots of shops and things to do but due
to COVID restrictions we omitted any tourism activities.
Although, on the drive back to Smithers Landing we did stop
at Canyon Creek Taxidermy for Lloyd to check on a life-size
grizzly mount in progress.
The pressure to get an animal was now over and more
adventures could begin. The next day Lloyd and I explored
the eastern part of their territory, spending the night at
their newest deluxe outpost lakeside cabins. This was in the
area that I had hunted extensively, and which they had just
acquired the guiding rights for the previous winter, so I took
Lloyd to some of my favorite hunting spots. It was fun to be
the guide to the guide for a few hours!
In the afternoon of the next day, we travelled to the Babine
River just below the counting fence at the Nilkitkwa Lake
outlet. While on the bridge we saw a fly fisherman catching
and releasing a large fish. We were not close enough to tell if
it was one of the large steelhead for which the Babine River
is world famous. Later, Lloyd took me to see a grizzly bear
rubbing tree off a side road as we headed back to the lodge.

We did not see any moose on
the lake but were confident that
the nearby logging roads might
provide a sighting.
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The grizzlies used this tree on a regular basis and there was
fur both on the tree and the path on which the bears circled it.
Not something that you see every day! That evening, Lloyd’s
good friend and well-known outfitter, Bart Lancaster, stopped
by for a visit and the three of us went out on the lake to see
if we could get a bull for Bart. Unfortunately, the only moose
that we saw was a cow feeding in a marsh.
Early the following morning, Bart came back to the lodge
with his daughter Scotia, and we went out to see if we could
find a bull moose for her. We did have a couple of encounters
with moose, but in both instances the moose had no headgear
and were safe. After lunch, Lloyd and his wife, Jen and
I went for a drive to see some of the western parts of their
guiding territory. The Skeena range scenery was breathtaking
and while driving, we spotted mountain goats on a nearby
mountain and black bears feeding in open logging slashes.
During the drive, we visited some older outpost cabins on
another lovely lake. I was surprised at how many locations
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they have available to accommodate various hunting and
fishing excursions.
The next day was a fishing day and we travelled to the outlet
of Babine Lake near the village of Fort Babine. We were
fishing just above the bridge that marks the start of Rainbow
Alley, which is the world-famous section of the Babine River
between Babine Lake and Nilkitkwa Lake. This section of the
river is renowned for the outstanding rainbow trout fishing,
especially in the spring when the salmon fry are migrating out
to the ocean from Babine Lake.
Lloyd anchored us where the lake narrowed, and I got out
my light fly rod and attached a fly reel with a sinking line
and Wooly Bugger-type fly. It took just two casts to hook my
first rainbow trout! After that, I was regularly hooking, but
not always landing, trout for the rest of the day. As a bonus, I
even caught and released a beautiful 10–12-pound male hooknosed coho that attacked an egg-sucking leech fly. Almost all
fish were released but we did keep four rainbow trout from

16-18¼ inches in length for consumption back at the lodge.
That evening, Bart came back for another visit and he and
Lloyd arranged another hunt on the lake for the next morning.
I decided to sleep in again and not participate but later wished
I had. That morning, the two of them watched a pair of
whitetail deer swimming in the lake and then going ashore
on an island. They were able to get close and Bart harvested a
5-by-4 buck. Although there are both whitetail and mule deer
in the region, this was the first time they had taken a whitetail
buck at the lake. It was a nice animal and I got to enjoy some
of the delicious liver that evening with our dinner.
The last day of the trip was a lazy day spent at the lodge,
reflecting on my experience and preparing to head home.
As I packed my clothes and gear for an early start the next
morning, Lloyd butchered the moose so that it could be put
into coolers for the two-day trip home to Victoria. It had been
a very enjoyable and successful trip. The hunting had been
good with an animal harvested early in the hunt. My hosts

were gracious and made me feel like I was part of their family.
Crystal’s cooking was delicious, and the quality of the food was
the best that I had ever had at a hunting lodge. Crystal had
warned me that most guests gain weight during their hunting
trips and I was evidence of that fact! I gained five pounds
during the trip, some of which could also be attributed to Jen’s
baking skills.
The freezers at home are now full. My wife and I will be
eating well for a while before we run low on moose meat.
When that time comes, I am going to book another hunt with
Babine Guide Outfitters. If you are wanting a great place to
stay, kind professional people to guide and care for you, and a
very high probability of filling your tag, I highly recommend
you do the same.
EDITOR’S NOTE:
Reach Jack & Lloyd Hooper at Babine Guide Outfitters
by phone at 250-697-6249 or visit their website at
www.babineguides.com
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CONSERVATION
MATTERS

TM

with Shane Mahoney
Powerful Allies
Shane Mahoney is considered to
be one of the leading international
authorities on wildlife conservation.
A rare combination of historian,
scientist, and philosopher, he brings
a unique perspective to wildlife issues
that has motivated and inspired
audiences around the world. Named
one of the 10 Most Influential
Canadian Conservationists by
Outdoor Canada Magazine and
nominated for Person of the Year
by Outdoor Life Magazine, he
has received numerous awards
including the Public Service Award
of Excellence from the government
of Newfoundland and Labrador and
International Conservationist of the
Year from Safari Club International.
Born and raised in Newfoundland,
he brings to his writings and lectures
a profound commitment to rural
societies and the sustainable use of
natural resources, including fish and
wildlife.

Thank you to Sports Afield for
permission to reprint this article.
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Alliances with Indigenous Peoples are integral to the
future of both conservation and hunting.
he world is facing a conservation crisis. Three quarters of the Earth’s
surface has now been altered by human activity and much of the
damage done to our planet may be irreparable. Since 1970, we have
lost 60 percent of our populations of mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and
amphibians and nearly one million species now face extinction.
In a world overwhelmed by information, such statistics often fail to impress us,
but consider the following. Currently, humans and domestic livestock make up 96
percent of the mammalian biomass on this planet, while the entirety of the planet’s
wild mammals, from elephants to mice, account for just four percent. Meanwhile,
human populations continue to grow, demanding more space and more resources
from a planet that has recognizable limits. If we are to shift the current tide,
something has to change.
Hunting plays a critical role in efforts to address this crisis, in Canada and the
United States, and internationally as well, which makes it especially difficult to
understand why the activity comes under so much criticism. One would think
the world would be grateful for every effort that helped secure wildlife’s future.
Now, let’s not forget, a lot of people are supportive, despite what our critics say.
Regardless, overwhelming evidence does support hunting’s conservation impact
and I believe hunters can play an even larger role in the fight for wildlife’s future.
I also believe we can accomplish this without the need for more resources of any
kind. We just need to think about and represent ourselves in more inclusive ways.
Most of the narratives and images hunter-based organizations use in
communication today actually represent a narrow segment of the hunting world.
Some might say this is fair enough as any organization should primarily represent
its members. True indeed. But, here’s the point. By not illustrating the broad range
of activities and identities associated with being a hunter, such messaging often
fails to connect with the wider public audiences that most hunting organizations,
themselves, wish to reach. Any representation that smacks of elitism or special
status only exacerbates this problem, of course.

Now I have suggested on many occasions that we should
be building bridges with those who do not participate in
hunting activities; but, what about those who do participate
but are not usually included in our representations of the
hunting community? When considering such groups, the
most prominent that come to mind are the world’s Indigenous
Peoples. Not only do these cultures frequently share in
our appreciation for hunting, they have an unrivaled and
increasingly recognized connection to the land in North
America and around the world and a strong desire to protect it.
And, as one of conservation’s simplest equations emphasizes,
what protects land, protects wildlife; and what protects
wildlife enables hunting. Moreover, the wider publics around
the world generally support indigenous hunting activities,
recognizing these are often the very basis for survival of these
cultures. We might all remember that a rising tide can float
all boats.
Recent findings on the state of global natural resources
have revealed that areas managed or held by the world’s
370 million Indigenous Peoples represent one quarter of the
world’s land surface, that these lands occur in 87 countries,
and that two thirds of these lands are essentially natural
or minimally altered by human activities. These are truly
impressive statistics. A related study by the authoritative
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) confirmed that areas under
the control of Indigenous peoples and local communities
experienced less natural decline and loss of biodiversity than
other zones. And more research, looking at land use and
species data in over 15,000 locations in Canada, Brazil and
Australia specifically, found that the numbers of mammals,
birds, reptiles and amphibians were greatest in those areas
managed by Indigenous communities.
Collectively, these findings suggest we have much to learn
from Indigenous groups in respecting how land is to be
treated and how wildlife can be both protected and utilized.
The sheer scale of Indigenous People’s holdings also indicates
the enormous potential for collaboration between them and
industry, governments, non-governmental organizations and
all who wish to positively effect conservation. But further,
because many of these Indigenous cultures hunt wildlife for
food and other basic necessities, these findings also suggest
that Indigenous Peoples are natural and potentially powerful
allies for the recreational hunting and wider sustainable use
conservation communities. Alliances, to last, however, must
be based upon mutual respect and a willingness to accept
our differences, something the historical record regarding
Indigenous Peoples and their interactions with later cultures,
regrettably, provides little evidence for.
In North America, as in so many other parts of the world,
interactions between Indigenous cultures and colonial interests
travelled a grim and gruesome road; and the outcomes and

historical remembrances echo still across many social and
political fronts. Regrettably, when the North American Model
of Wildlife Conservation was being developed more than a
century ago, the knowledge, skills, and practices of Indigenous
communities were not considered or incorporated. This was
an enormous error. Indigenous Peoples had been engaging
in the sustainable harvest of North American wildlife since
time immemorial. The sheer wealth of knowledge that was
likely on offer, then subsequently lost because early hunterconservationists did not take the time to learn, is tragic to
consider. It represents perhaps the greatest failing of the
North American conservation system.
But let us not speak in the past tense. We are fortunate that
in Canada and the United States, and other parts of the world,
many diverse and vibrant Indigenous communities still exist.
The opportunity to learn from these groups is all around us
and it is never too late to start listening. We have the potential
to take the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation
further than those before us by building alliances with
Indigenous Peoples where previously none existed. So too
for other conservation approaches, in other parts of the world.
In order for us to succeed, however, we must change the way
we interact with and portray Indigenous groups. And, yes; of
course, this is a two-way street. We both need to learn from
one another.
The world’s Indigenous communities form a veritable
patchwork of distinct cultures, each with their own practices,
histories and stories. While it may seem daunting to try and
learn everything about them, we should at least try to learn
about those nearest to where we live and certainly those which
may have a connection to the lands we hunt. Not only does this
learning improve our understanding of our own history but
by extending a genuine interest in learning about Indigenous
Peoples we take a small but important step in communicating
our respect for these groups. We should remember that
respect is a roadway to alliance, that alliances are roadways
to strength, and that strength cannot be preserved in isolation.
With this understanding we must then be ready to change
our images and narratives, which too often omit Indigenous
peoples and their perspectives, or portray them as only
supporting casts. Indigenous Peoples were hunting long
before many of our ancestors arrived; we should be eager
to listen to what they have to say. We should be looking to
them, presenting them as equals and mentors. All too often
we present an image of hunting that masks or betrays the roles
and true diversity of Indigenous individuals, experiences and
relationships. Our communications need not be dominated
by people of privileged classes posing in front of impressive
kills. The hunting community is so much more diverse and
the public must see beyond the images we typically show. This
much is clear; or certainly, it should be.
This is, of course, a sensitive issue. When we discuss difficult
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topics around discrimination and exploitation of Indigenous
populations, we have a tendency to focus on a brutal period
situated far in the past. We often fail to acknowledge,
however, the enduring scars and the continued existence of
unequal power relations. When our images and narratives
lack any Indigenous voices, we are, as hunters, contributing to
this issue and thwarting instead of encouraging co-operation.
Unintentionally, these omissions become, in themselves, an
exploitative subtext, which widens the chasm between our
groups.
These principles apply whether we hunt at home or abroad.
For those engaged in international hunting, care should be
taken to appropriately understand and portray the local
communities where the hunting is taking place, as a way of
respecting and including them in the stories we tell. Too many
of the photos coming from international hunting expeditions
include only the foreign hunter and the animal they have
taken. Local community members are too frequently missing
or serving solely as a backdrop to the foreigner’s adventure.
We are clearly not doing ourselves any favors by allowing this
narrative to continue as the public face of hunting. Nor are
we being consistent with our own messages even.
When we are asked to defend so-called “Trophy Hunting” we
point to the benefits these hunts have on local communities,
their livelihoods and their conservation efforts. Well, if we are
genuine in this conviction, we should be telling more of this

story. We should be building relationships with Indigenous
Peoples involved in and benefiting from their own hunting
activities, as well as those who are benefiting from ours. In
many cases this is already happening, but certainly not often
enough. We should be sharing more experiences and images
of those local individuals whose expertise facilitates our hunt
and who, at the same time, benefit from the traditions we
pursue.
There is a broad range of cultures, classes, and identities that
exist amongst hunters. Embracing this diversity and learning
from others has the potential to strengthen our community
and enhance our ability to contribute to global conservation
efforts. The time has come for us to shake off the narrow elite
image of international hunting we have leaned on so heavily
and for so long. We need to change our culture to be more
inclusive, more respectful, and more representative.
Indigenous Peoples are recognized as custodians of vast areas
of the world’s natural habitats. They are also recognized and
appreciated as cultures still very much dependant upon wild
living resources. Indigenous Peoples see wildlife as critical
to their identity and their takings from nature are generally
supported by the wider human community and by world
governments. It is hard to read these lines and not conclude
that building respectful, meaningful alliances with Indigenous
Peoples is very much in the best interest of sustainable hunting
worldwide. We ought to get on with the job.

The Guide Outfitters Association of British Columbia (GOABC) continues to foster a fundamental shift among hunters from
caring about hunting to caring about all wildlife. Ranchers care about cattle and anglers care about fish, but hunters are
concerned for all animals and their well-being. Hunters are committed to the responsible use of wildlife resources and
passionate about preserving a diversity of wildlife species. GOABC is a strong supporter of the North American Wildlife
Conservation Model, which stipulates that law and science should manage wildlife. This model is the result of hunters and
anglers who were dedicated to conservation. As anti-hunting pressure becomes louder, it becomes increasingly important
to continue and enhance the legacy of the hunter-conservationist.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

FALL AUCTION

2021

Cougar Hunt

Black Bear Hunt

Mule Deer Hunt

Join us online, Wednesday October 27, 2021
to bid on your DREAM HUNT

REGISTRATION
is Required

photo: Caribou Mountain Outfitters

All Listings

will be available on

www.onlinehuntingauctions.com
MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE

604.541.6332 | info@goabc.org

45 years of professional guiding experience in our exclusive area of 1386 km2

South Nahanni
OU TFI T TE R S LT D.

GANA RIVER OUTFITTERS LTD.
Horse or Backpack Hunts

RIFLE OR BOW IN CANADA’S NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Hunt the Beautiful Mackenzie Mountains

Dall Sheep • Mt. Goat • Mt. Caribou • Alaska-Yukon Moose

Backpack Hunts enjoyed by all –
using Bushplanes and Helicopters
Phone: (867) 399 -3194
Werner and Sunny Aschbacher
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada

For a First Class…Fair Chase Hunt…

www.huntnahanni.com
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES – CANADA
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HAROLD GRINDE • Box 528, Rimbey, AB T0C 2J0

EMAIL:

PH: 403-357-8414
ganariver@pentnet.net WEB: www.ganariver.com

THE BC

Hat-Trick

by Bob Goebel
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All-day rain was forecasted for the next two
days and my guide, John Osmond, was happy
about it. His optimism had been justified on
the first five days of our hunt, as we had taken
a nice seven-by-six Roosevelt elk and a large
black bear. We then changed locations and
began hunting for a Columbia black tail buck.

J

ohn favored rainy days for this deer hunt. He’d
scored many hat tricks in his playing days at hockey.
Could he score another one here?
I was hunting with Coastal Inlet Adventures out of
Powell River, BC owned by Brad Lister. Brad offers
Roosevelt elk hunts in the fall as well as spring bear hunts, and
his first love, hunting cougar with his beloved pack of hounds.
John had spotted my elk on the second day of the hunt near
dark. Somehow, he’d seen the antler sticking above the brush
at 420 yards with his naked eyes. The bull was bedded on
the side of a logging slash near a large stump. John managed
the stalk in such a way that we had gotten within 175 yards
by using the stump to block the elk’s view of us. John then
stopped and warned me that the next time we moved the bull
would be up and moving away. I needed to be ready to shoot
as soon as he set up his shooting sticks. I felt ready.
As we began to move, the elk left its bed and headed away
from us. I placed my rifle on the shooting sticks and John
cautioned me not to shoot – he would try to stop the elk first.
He blew his cow call and the bull stopped, giving me a near
broadside shot. I attempted to pull the trigger but it would not
move. What was wrong? I had failed to fully disengage the
safety. While I was correcting my mistake, the elk began to
move away at a fast trot. I was so unnerved, I shot too quickly
and missed. It took three more shots before the elk was down
for good.
Darkness was setting in by the time we reached the elk. After
a few brief pictures, John cautioned that we needed to hurry
back to the quad, get to the beach, and take our boat back to
camp so that our cook could come back with us to help quarter
and bring the elk back to camp. I suggested that I stay with the
elk and he travel alone, as he could travel much faster without
me. After all, John was 40 years younger than my 75 years.
Furthermore, he was in tip-top shape. Before departing, John
reached into his pack and handed me a small bottle stating
that it would keep me warm until he returned. The bottle
contained three ounces of a Canadian whiskey called Forty
Creek. Accepting his offer, I sat on a log touching my elk as I
slowly sipped the warming liquid as a full moon rose above a
high ridge. Could life get any better?
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Yes, it could. That was my fourth elk hunt with John; the
previous year I had killed a nice six-by-six near the beginning
of the hunt. For this one, Brad had suggested I also purchase
a deer license, which would allow me to continue hunting if I
had success early on the elk.
After taking this year’s elk, we had moved camp to an area
where John felt the deer hunting would be better. Within an
hour of beginning to explore this area, John spotted a large
black bear. When the bear moved out of sight, we followed.
We soon spotted him approximately 55 yards away and he fell
to one well-placed shot through the shoulders.
Overnight, heavy rain set in and we hunted the entire next
day in the rain. We saw two bucks and several does. The rain
continued into the following day, along with fog. We walked
for two and a half hours in the rain but saw nothing. We then
rode the quad to another promising area one-half mile away
and began walking again. Within minutes we came to a fork
in the old logging road and John asked which way I felt lucky
about. I answered, “Let’s take the right.”
Within five minutes, John spotted a huge buck standing
about 180 yards distant. We moved to within 125 yards and
set up the shooting sticks. I had trouble spotting the buck and,
in the process, my scope received so much rain on the lens that
my visibility was greatly impaired. When I reached under
my rain gear for a paper towel to clear the lens, John stated,
“There is no time, take my rifle.” Instantly he had his rifle, a
Barrett 6.5 Creedmoor in my hands. He then told me exactly
where to look and I finally saw the buck.
Upon shooting, I felt the deer had gone down immediately.
John believed the deer had jumped and got out of sight, as
he was standing in thick cover. John even felt I might have
missed the deer entirely but I was sure I had made a good shot.
Who was right? John had to go down a steep hill and through
dense cover to reach the spot where the deer had been. I
stayed in the shooting location and directed him to the exact
spot. The cover was so thick and slippery because of the rain
it took him several minutes to get near the area. I motioned
him to go a little further to the right. He took a few steps and
then gave a loud shout telling me the deer was dead – and he
was huge!
John scored him at 125 and one quarter. The buck’s dressed
weight was estimated at 210 pounds. John was correct in that
the deer had taken approximately two bounds after being
struck through both lungs and the liver with a 143-grain ELDX
bullet.
John insisted on dragging the deer out after having field
dressed it, as I would be of little help, having all I could do to
get myself back to the old logging road under those extreme
conditions.
Brad has named his business well: Coastal Inlet Adventures.
This was truly an adventure, and I will be back!
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EDITOR’S NOTE:
You can reach Coastal Inlet Adventures by phone at 604-487-0682 or
visit their website at www.coastalinletadventures.com
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McGREGOR RIVER OUTFITTERS

Black Bear Moose Mountain Goat Wolf
Family Owned & Operated
Eric & Monica Hanson
Box 1885, Station A
Prince George, B.C. V2L 5E3

Email: mrohunts@outlook.com Phone: 250-614-3488

visit www.mcgregorriveroutfitters.com
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Tammy Wood

Sossy Outdoors

Tammy Wood is a wild game and seafood chef, author,
and international huntress. When her husband of 18 years
was killed in a workplace accident, she was left with their five
children and a sixth on the way. It was then that she began
to hunt to feed her family – and her love of wild game cooking
blossomed. She competed in Master Chef Canada, finishing
in the top ten before publishing her first recipe collection, The
Venison Cookbook. She’s a contributor to the food editorial in
BC Outdoors Magazine, is a Pro Staffer for Cabela’s Canada,
and is an ambassador for Browning Firearms. Her TV show,
Sossy Outdoors, began airing on the Canadian Sportsmen
Channel in January 2020. She loves welcoming newcomers,
youth and women to the outdoor lifestyle and participates on
the board of SCI West Coast, and presents on sportsman show
stages across BC and beyond.

Fallow deer is one of the best tasting ungulate meats available.
Fallow deer are native to Western Eurasia. Throughout
history, they have been introduced to 38 countries including
Canada. In British Columbia, fallow deer were first brought
to Sidney Island and James Island in the 50s for hunting.
Unfortunately, residents soon found out that they were
devastating to the natural environment in these places.
Years later in BC, a German woman started a venison farm
on Mayne Island, again with fallow deer, in the early 1990s. A
few escaped through holes in the fence and she did not report
the escapees nor fix the fences. Although a few residents were
aware of the breech and reported to the authorities, nothing
was done. After a month the fugitives were no longer the
responsibility of the landowner, and the deer became wards
of the state.
When the population became somewhere between 500 to
1,000 deer around 2003, BC Fish and Wildlife implemented
a special permit program to eight handpicked hunters from
the island. This was especially noteworthy as prior to that,
it had been illegal to discharge a firearm on Mayne Island.
From then until 2018 the only hunting allowed was the permit
hunters. Then, in 2018, BC Fish and Wildlife opened hunting
of fallow year-round with no bag limit. However, non-permit
hunters may only use shotgun or bow.
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Because Mayne Island is 99% private land, hunters must
have prior permission to hunt on any lands there. The permit
hunters have removed over 2,700 fallow deer since 2003.
However, it is calculated that without the permit hunters,
the number of fallow deer could be in the tens of thousands,
destroying the ecosystem there.
Fallow deer is one of the best tasting ungulate meats
available. It is tender and remarkably similar to elk. The
majority of meat is given to the landowner, First Nations, or
people in need. If you are lucky enough to acquire some, it
can be utilized in a variety of dishes that are basically endless.
And, if you do not have access to fallow in your area, the
venison you purchase from any specialty grocery store is
fallow, as it is a farmed, regulated meat.
Here is a quick and easy meal that I am sure your family and
friends will love!

Seasoned Fallow Deer Cutlet
ith

hippe

otato

an

Main Ingredients

e etab es

one Mustar

au e

Seasoned Cutlets
• 2–3-lb fallow deer roast (inside, outside or
tip roast) or 2” steaks
• 1 ½ cups fine breadcrumbs
• 1 tbsp garlic powder
• 1 tbsp parsley flakes
• 1 tbsp oregano leaf
• 1 tsp kosher salt*
• 1 teaspoon black pepper
• 3 eggs
• olive oil
*Kosher salt has a larger-sized crystal than the
standard, iodized table salt and is much better for
seasoning meat.

Whipped Potatoes
•
•
•
•
•
•

4-6 potatoes peeled and cut in quarters
¼ cup butter
¼ cup heavy cream
½ cup chopped scallions
Kosher salt to taste
Pepper to taste

Vegetables
• 2-3 baby Bok Choy
• 4 carrots peeled, cut ¼” thick on an angle

Honey Mustard Sauce
• 1 cup mayonnaise
• ½ cup honey
• ¼ cup mustard

Method of Preparation
Cutlets
If starting with a deer roast, slice into 2-inch steaks. Pound
the steaks flat on both sides using a mallet tenderizer. Fallow
meat is very tender and will not take much effort. Set aside.
Assemble all dry ingredients in a bowl wide enough to
accommodate the steaks and mix well. In a separate bowl,
whisk the eggs well.
Drizzle olive oil in a skillet and heat to medium high. When
the skillet is at temperature, dip each pounded steak in the
egg wash and then into the bread mixture, coating well and
shaking off the excess. Place into skillet and fry 2-3 minutes
per side or until golden brown.
Potatoes
Add the peeled and quartered potatoes to boiling water

seasoned with a bit of kosher salt. Boil for approximately 2030 minutes, or until you can pierce them easily with a fork.
Remove from heat and drain well. Add butter, heavy cream,
and salt and pepper to taste. Mash and/or whip until creamy
and smooth.
Vegetables
Assemble veggies in pot or steamer and steam to desired
firmness.
Sauce
My kids love the cutlets served with a honey mustard sauce
which is quick and easy to make. Simply assemble the three
ingredients and mix well.

#sossyoutdoors

@sossyoutdoors
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A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE
Michael Sabbeth is a lawyer, author
& consultant in Denver, Colorado. See
his book The Good, The Bad & The
Difference: How to Talk with Children
About Values. Available at Amazon.
com http://tinyurl.com/c5flmmu Now
available as a Kindle EBook. He is
currently completing a book for young
hunters titled The Path of the Honorable
Hunter: A Call to Action to Defend and
Advance Hunting.

Diversity and Inclusivity
Will Ensure Hunting’s Future
During the past year I have spent dozens of hours
interviewing, meeting with, and hunting with, youngsters
from inner cities and mostly from minority demographics.
Most of my time was spent with David Baxter from Houston,
and Leon McNeil from Austin, and their colleagues in the
Texas Youth Hunting Program.
The anecdotes I gleaned from these discussions are
metaphoric. They possess universal qualities of being
informative, interesting, and virtuous. These people and their
stores illuminate their commitment to enhance the worldview
of youngsters about hunting, about life, and enriching their
character. Their stories are not unique to Texas. These people
will help ensure the vitality of hunting’s future.
Some of the youngsters’ reflections brought tears to my eyes.
“When I wake up here,” said Erika, a teenager on a hunt in
Devine, Texas, “I see acres of land. When I wake up at home,
I see concrete.” Erika was among several young hunters
McNeil arranged for me to interview by Zoom on their youth
hunt. McNeil is an educator at the San Antonio Academy and
founder of City Kids Adventures, which sponsors hunting
opportunities for about one-hundred and fifty inner-city youth
each year.
Baxter told me Erika’s reaction is common for inner-city
youth. “When the inner-city kids get off the bus or out of
the van, the first thing they do is take off,” he said. “They are
amazed at the space. They come from an environment where
walking too far is dangerous.”
Demography is destiny. Increasing the scope of the hunting
community creates more hunting advocates. Several young
hunters shared how hunting changed their lives in positive
ways. Andrew, on the Devine hunt, said, “Hunting caused me
to see a bigger picture, to know the animals and understand
the cycle of life and become aware of the brutality of Nature.”
Erika learned a firearm can be a tool for feeding her family
and not just a violent weapon. She also became a persuasive
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advocate for hunting. Initially criticized by peers and
denounced as a murderer of innocent animals, she responded
with facts and moral arguments. She explained the mechanics
of deer population management and how hunters finance
wildlife habitat. “I harvested that meat. I didn’t go to a grocery
store. Now my friends think hunting is cool!”
Diversity and inclusivity imbue a new vibrant population
with a sense of causality. “Well-managed places to hunt don’t
happen by accident,” Baxter said. “Someone put in the time,
resources, and creativity to prepare the land for hunting. You
should have seen this place when God had it all by himself!”
Every reader knows that hunting is more than harvesting an
animal. For inner-city youngsters, hunting is a metaphor for
the larger currents that lead to a successful life. The internal
sense of respect and responsibility derived from hunting
becomes a source of strength for dealing with the external
environment over which these youngsters, and all of us, have
no control—the unfairness, the incompetence, the difficulties,
and even the evil of others.
Bringing home meat for the family is a tangible benefit,
not an abstraction. Pride is instilled when the young hunter
becomes a contributor. As I claim in my new book, The
Honorable Hunter, when young hunters link hunting with
strengthening their moral character and making them more
competent, confident people, they will become life-long
hunters and hunting advocates.
When one generation no longer passes on the things that
are dear to it, its heroes, its stories and religious faith, it’s in
effect saying that the past is null and void; it’s of no value.
Linking hunting to developing virtuous character with larger
populations will enhance the new hunting heritage. Erika is
a metaphor for weaving diversity and inclusion into hunting.
Through her we easily see mutual beneficiaries: Erika is
enriched by hunting, and hunting is enriched by Erika. That
is how a new hunting heritage is created!
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From the morning sits in the late season Whitetail stand
to chasing after hounds hot on the trail of a Colorado
Cougar, your boots are arguably the most important
piece of gear you will use. Stay out longer, hike further,
and perform better with Kenetrek Pac Boots.
Built with the mountains in mind, our
supportive leather uppers and
high traction K-Talon outsole
will keep you upright, while
wool felt liners and extra
insulation in the bottoms
will keep you toasty warm in
temperatures down to -20F.

ULTRA WARM + ALL DAY COMFORT FOR LATE SEASON HUNTS
WWW.KENETREK.COM

800-232-6064

GET LOST OUT
THERE, NEVER
IN HERE.

We built the all-new CROSSROADS® BACKPACK COLLECTION with expedition-grade
TUFFSKIN NYLON to handle everything you’ll throw at it, then outfitted it with
innovative internal organization to handle everything you’ll throw in it.

